
January is a month that holds two kinds of light.  
 
There is the literal light, thin and pale and precious, 
stretching across our snow-covered city as the days 
slowly lengthen. And then there is the spiritual light of 
Epiphany, a season that lifts our eyes and hearts to the 
revelation of Christ among us. After the warmth and 
wonder of Christmas, Epiphany arrives like a quiet but 
steady lantern in the dark, inviting us to notice how God 
continues to shine in unexpected places.

This year, our Epiphany theme is “Illuminated: The 
Promise Revealed.” It is a reminder that God’s promise is not hidden or distant but 
revealed in surprising ways, to surprising people, and always with a purpose.

Our centering story for the first Sunday after Epiphany comes from Matthew 
2:1–12, the journey of the Magi. These wise travelers, foreigners from a far land, saw 
something others overlooked: a star rising in the sky. They trusted that this light 
meant something. They were willing to leave what was familiar in order to follow 
where God was leading. And when they arrived at the Christ child, Matthew tells us 
that they were overwhelmed with joy.

That is the heart of Epiphany.
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