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God has wired us for prayer. It
is prevalent in every culture, every
religion. Who people pray to may
differ, but there is an internal
desire in every human being to
communicate with the divine. In
fact, it’s part of what makes us
human. Animals don’t pray. The  
reason is they are not made in God’s  
image. But you are. There is some- 
thing about you as a human being 
that corresponds to God, that

mirrors God, that reflects God.  
This reflection brings with it a  
desire to connect, to connect with 
God. Prayer is part of that con- 
nection. Learn more about prayer  
in these upcoming sermons: 

	 February 26
	 Raising Your Hopes with Prayer
 
	 March 5
	 How to Set Your Mind to Pray

	 March 12
	 The Five Quantum Leaps of 	
	 Prayer

	 March 19
	 Easy Steps to Daily Prayer

	 March 26
	 Made Whole Through Prayer  

How to pray: conversations with God

Bethel pastoral staff
Mike Brown, Lead Pastor          Ken Schaub, Visitation (Interim: part-time)V    

Mark your calendar for an inspiring 
musical performance at Bethel. 

Verona Quartet
April 24 at 4 p.m., Sanctuary

We’re thrilled to have the Verona 
Quartet at Bethel just a week 
before they perform at Carnegie 
Hall! Winners of Chamber Music 
America’s coveted 2020 Cleveland 
Quartet, the Verona Quartet has 
established itself amongst the  
most distinguished ensembles  
on the chamber music scene.  

The group will perform works by 
Grazyna Bacewicz, Ludwig van 
Beethoven and the contemporary 
pipa virtuoso and composer Wu 
Man. 

Save the date for music this spring



Non-member tele- 
cast viewers made  
general gifts:

Nancy Abraham
Janet Ammentorp
Mark & Karen  
   Benson
Donna Bergman
D’Anna Blumer
Michael & Caroline  
   Bolgrihn
Lonnie Brown
Gary & Sandra  
   Bubenzer
Mary Burtch
John Carlson
Mary Carlson
Judith Cherwinka
Carol Ann Christie
Christopher  
   Chudik
James & Sally  
   Davis
Andrew & Deborah  
   DiPiazza
Gary Evenson
Marvin & Shirley  
   Fokema
Rosalie Foley
Carol Fraedrich
Donna Fredericks
Sheila Fredrick
Evangeline Goth
Marie Groskreutz
Sandra Hardie
Lyle & Christine  
   Hendrickson
James Hermanson

Richard & Elizabeth  
   Hillestad
Nondas Jones
Shirley Koniecki
B.J. Kraemer
James & Brenda  
   Kupsch
George & Sherry Lang
Sharon Ann Lemke
Doris Lohr
Katherine Lohr
Wallace McCallum
Bruce McCoy
Suzanne McIntyre
Jim Medenwaldt
Lois Mengoni
Judy Millard
Gerald & Beverly  
   Nelson
Patricia & David  
   Nelson
Allen Nicolaus
Anita Olson
Cheri Pasch
Donald Pasch
Wayne & Nancy  
   Paulson
Faye Rasmussen
Nadine Roenspies
Willard & Mavis  
   Shager
Millie Stauffer
Mary Steele
Judith Olson Sutton
Julie Syvrud
Judith Timmerman
Hilda Voigt
Cindy Woodford
Dale & Al Wortley

John Yrios
Dwight & Bonnie  
   Ziegler
Eunice Zimmerman
Anonymous

Memorials were 
given by these 
non-members: 

In memory of Jerry, 
Anita, Vern, Helen, 

Ray & Jeff by The 
Belz’s
In memory of Helen 
George by Betty 
Conom, Paul Esser, 
James Hermanson, 
Emogene Johnson, 
Peter Kaland, Penel-
ope Kowalke, Sherrie 
Orcholski

In memory of Judi 
Haag by Noreen 
Schmidt
In memory of Shirley 
Hyer by Shirley Hyer 
Estate
In memory of Joseph 
& Mary Steel by 
Roger Steel

Gifts and memorials help share God’s word
Gift / memorial summary 
	 November 2022 – January 2023
	 Total contributions............... $ 136,236

Lent 2023
Lent 2023 began on Feb. 22 with 
Ash Wednesday. This 40-day  
season is marked by repentance, 
fasting, reflection and celebration.  
Lent represents Christ’s time of 
temptation in the wilderness. Lent 
asks believers to set aside a time 
each year for similar fasting,  
marking an intentional season of 
focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice and resurrection. 

Join us at Bethel for special Lenten worship services. 

Wednesday Lent schedule: March 1 – 29
	 11:30 a.m.:	 Soup and Salad
		 12:00 p.m.:	Lent Worship
	  5:30 p.m.:	 Soup and Salad
	  6:00 p.m.:	 Lent Worship

Holy Week through Easter schedule
	 Good Friday, April 7
	 6:30 p.m.:	 Reading of the Passion			 
	 7:15 p.m.:	 Art Viewing, Stations of the Cross
	 8:00 p.m.: 	Choral Service Reflection

	 Easter Worship: Sunday, April 9
	 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.



Give charitably for tax savings
If you are age 70 ½ or older this year, it is the 
magic age for gifting from your IRA directly to a 
non-profit/charity – like Bethel! This eliminates  
the amount given as taxable income to you.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) must  
be paid directly to Bethel to avoid being taxable. 
It’s proven to be a great way for many people of 
that age bracket to provide for their church, many 
times in a more significant way than they were able
from their regular income or other appreciated
assets. (In a given year, up to $100,000 can be 
directed from one’s IRA to a specific non-profit 

and avoid being 
taxable income  
for the donor.) 
QCDs also can 
count toward 
one’s Required Minimum Distribution – which 
is another great aspect of this gifting mechanism, 
depending on one’s personal financial needs for 
daily living.

If you have questions about charitable giving, con-
tact Alice Mowbray at alicem@bethelmadison.org 
or 608-257-3577, Ext. 222. 

Support Bethel’s Media Ministry!
Worship at Bethel reaches about 10,000  
people each week – people who
may not otherwise hear God’s  
Word. The Sunday 7:45 a.m.  
service is edited and then 
televised. In Madison, the 30- 
minute broadcast is on WKOW  
channel 27 at 10 a.m. on Sundays.

Your gift helps: 
	 VVV	Level 3.........................  $1,500
	 Picture and text shown at beginning and end of  
	 telecast. 

	 VV	 Level 2.........................  $1,000
	 Picture and text shown at beginning of telecast. 

	 V		 Level 1............................  $500
	 Text shown at beginning of telecast. 

Giving options include appreciated stock, qualified  
charitable distributions and monthly recurring gifts  
to help support this service of the word telecast. Call  
Alice Mowbray with questions or to learn more about  
giving options: 608-257-3577, Ext. 222. 

Sponsored telecasts
t	 Dec. 18: In loving 		  memory of 	
	 memory of Roger  
	 Loff by his wife Lois

t	 Jan. 1: In celebration  
	 of making the tele- 
	 casts available to those  
	 who are unable to personally attend  
	 Church at Bethel by John & Jan Wischhoff

t	 Jan. 15: In loving memory of Ron White 	
	 on his birthday from Carolyn and his  
	 family

t	 Jan. 22: In memory of Charles Thomley 	
	 by Jo Thomley

t	 Jan. 29: In memory of Joseph Hoel by 	
	 Lorraine Hoel & family

All gifts are welcome
Please return the donation envelope provided with this 
newsletter. To support Worship at Bethel, Media Ministry 
checks may be made payable to Bethel Lutheran Church 
with Media Ministry indicated on the memo line. Or, 
donate online at: www.bethel-madison.org/post/ 
support-bethels-media-ministry.  
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   2022-23 Sundays 	
First R

eading	
Second R

eading                 G
ospel

	
D

ecem
ber 4................................2 A

dvent	
Isa. 11:1–10	

R
om

. 15:4–13	
M

att. 3:1–12
	

D
ecem

ber 11..............................3 A
dvent	

Isa. 35:1–10	
Jam

es 5:7–10	
M

att. 11:2–11
	

D
ecem

ber 18..............................4 A
dvent 	

Isa. 7:10–16	
R

om
. 1:1–7	

M
att. 1:18–25

	
D

ecem
ber 25.................C

hristm
as D

ay II	
Isa. 62:6–12	

Titus 3:4–7	
Luke 2:(1–7) 8–20

	
January 1...........................N

am
e of Jesus	

N
um

. 6:22–27 	
G

al. 4:4–7	
Luke 2:15–21

	
January 8.................B

aptism
 of O

ur Lord	
Isa. 42:1–9	

A
cts 10:34–43	

M
att. 3:13–17	

	
January 15..............................2 Epiphany	

Isa. 49:1–7	
A

cts 10:34–43	
M

att. 3:13–17
	

January 22..............................3 Epiphany	
Isa. 9:1–4	

1 C
or. 1:10–18	

M
att. 4:12–23

	
January 29..............................4 Epiphany	

M
icah 6:1–8	

1 C
or. 1:18–31	

M
att. 5:1–12

	
February 5..............................5 Epiphany	

Isa. 58:1–9a	
1 C

or. 2:1–12 (13–16)	
M

att. 5:13–20
	

February 12............................6 Epiphany	
D

eut. 30:15–20	
1 C

or. 3:1–9	
M

att. 5:21–37
	

February 19..Transfiguration of O
ur Lord	

Exod. 24:12–18	
2 Peter 1:16–21	

M
att. 17:1–9

	
February 26.......................................1 Lent	

G
en. 2:15–17; 3:1–7	

Rom
. 5:12–19	

M
att. 4:1–11

   2023 Sundays 	
First R

eading	
Second R

eading                 G
ospel

	
M

arch 5..........................................2 Lent	
G

en. 12:1–4a	
R

om
. 4:1–5, 13–17	

John 3:1–17
	

M
arch 12........................................3 Lent	

Exod. 17:1–7	
R

om
. 5:1–11	

John 4:5–42
	

M
arch 19........................................4 Lent 	

1 Sam
. 16:1–13	

Eph. 5:8–14	
John 9:1–41

	
M

arch 26........................................5 Lent	
Ezek. 37:1–14	

R
om

. 8:6–11	
John 11:1–45

	
A

pril 2...................Liturgy of the Passion	
Isa. 50:4–9a 	

Phil. 2:5–11	
M

att. 26:14–27
	

A
pril 9.............................................Easter	

Isa. 25:6–9	
1 C

or. 5:6b–8	
Luke 24:13–49	

	
A

pril 16.......................................Easter 2	
A

cts 2:14a, 22–32	
1 Peter 1:3–9	

John 20:19–31
	

A
pril 23.......................................Easter 3	

A
cts 2:14a, 36–41	

1 Peter 1:17–23	
Luke 24:13–35

	
A

pril 30.......................................Easter 4	
A

cts 2:42–47	
1 Peter 2:19–25	

John 10:1–10
	

M
ay 7..........................................Easter 5	

A
cts 7:55–60	

1 Peter 2:2–10	
John 14:1–14

	
M

ay 14........................................Easter 6	
A

cts 17:22–31	
1 Peter 3:13–22	

John 14:15–21
	

M
ay 21...........................................Easter 7	

A
cts 1:6–14	

1 Peter 4:12–14, 5:6–11	
John 17:1–11

	
M

ay 28.............................D
ay of Pentecost	

A
cts 2:1–21	

1 Cor. 12:3b–13	
John 20:19–23


