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In her essay, An Expedition to the Pole, Annie
- Dillard describes the ill-fated Franklin expedition
= of 1845—an English expedition that perished
page 4 =t because its leaders prepared poorly. “In 1845,
= Sir John Franklin and 138 officers and men
] embarked from England to find the Northwest
page 5 ™ Passage across the high Canadian Arctic to the
o Pacific Ocean. They sailed in two three-masted
- barques. Each sailing vessel carried an auxiliary
page 6 steam engine and a twelveday supply of coal for
- the projected two or three years’ voyage. Instead o .
proj ¥ yage. Crews of Erebus and Terror
- of additional coal...each ship made room for a unload on the frozen expanse
page 7 et 1,200-volume library, a hand organ, playing fifty
S tunes,” china place settings for officers and men, cut glass wine goblets, and sterling silver
] flatware. ... The silver was of ornate Victorian design, very heavy at the handles and richly
page 8 e patterned. Engraved on the handles were the individual officers’ initials and family crests. The
= expedition carried no special clothing for the Arctic, only the uniforms of Her Majesty’s Navy.
- The last sighting of the expedition was two months after it had set sail.” Dillard notes that over
the next 20 years search parties discovered remains of the expedition — “...life boats dragged
" across the frozen wilderness containing chocolate, tea and a great deal of table silver.
||

Skeletons were found, silently gripping settings of sterling silver engraved with officers’ initials

' and family crests.” This tragic story is a cautionary tale not simply for those planning an arctic
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expedition but for anyone attempting
something where the stakes are high.
As followers of Jesus, we know very
well what is at stake. There is nothing
more important in the universe or in
our lives than living in unity with Jesus
and allowing his life-giving presence
flow through us into what is often a
hard and cold world. And like the crew
of the Erebus and Terror, we must
gather the right provisions.

As the crews carried certain
resources with them on the journey, so
do we. As a community of believers, we
carry great resources for our times
ahead. The primary resource God has
given to us is each other. We are a gift
to one another. God is bringing
together an assembly of people at
Bethel who have been shaped in a
certain way to provide great
contributions to the journey. Each
person at Bethel has been hand
crafted by the Maker to fill a particular
need and role in our life together. That
is why it is so amazingly important for
people to see how God has shaped
them, how God has gifted them, to be

7

a part of this community. And it is also
wonderfully important for us to see each other in
the light of God'’s craftsmanship and forming.
Later in this newsletter, you can read about the
sermon series that is being offered to help us all
discover our God-given SHAPE, and to Discover
Your Divine Design.

Knowing who we are and what we have to

offer is a way of
taking stock, or
as Jesus said,
“counting the
cost'.

[tisin Luke
14.28, that
Jesus says we
must count the
cost: “which of
you, intending
to build a
tower, does not
first sit down

and estimate the cost, to see whether he has
enough to complete it?” Jesus calls those who
journey with him to count the cost. Salvation is
free. But the transformation that comes on the
road of following Jesus brings a cost. It may cost

uKSt

our hypocrisy, our self-indulgence, our
judgements of people who differ from
ourselves, our indifference to the suffering of
others, our insisting on our own ways, and
more.

Offsetting these losses, Jesus produces
great gains. With him, we receive peace,
contentment, purpose, power, and
inexpressible
joy. We also
gain a larger
and deeper
sense of
community,
and a clearer
vision for our
own
participation in
the mission we
share. Aswe

begin a new

year together,
let us be clear about the journey before us and
acknowledge that it will be a challenge in ways
we do not yet see. But it will also bring
treasures beyond compare for us as
individuals and as a church. &y
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SHAPE:FINDING YOUR

DIVINE DESIGN

JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29, FEBRUARY 5, 12

You don't have to travel too far around the world
until you discover very quickly that God loves
variety. God has made all shapes, sizes, colors,
intensities, and
incredible diversity in
our world. God has
made over 300,000
species of beetles.

One cubic foot of snow
there are 18 million
snowflakes and not
one of them are alike.
Nobody else is going to
see it but God. God
loves variety but not
only in the natural
world, but in people too. If you have ever
“people watched” in an airport, bus stop,
shopping mall, or restaurant, you have certainly
seen quite a parade of different people. And
God loves it. He made every single one of those
individuals. And God made you! The Bible says
it plainly in Psalm 139:13 (Good News) "You
(God) created every part of me. You put me
together in my mother's womb" (Good News).

"God's hands
formed and

shaped me."
-Job 10:8

And in Job, it says "Your hands formed and
shaped me." (10:8). God has taken great care
and delight in giving shape to your life. The
more you see and
understand how you are
put together and how you
are shaped by God'’s
divine hand, the greater
peace, joy, meaning, and
purpose flow through us.
Join us at Bethel from
January 8- February 12
for a series of messages
that will help you make
sense of yourself, your
world, and how you fit in
God's grand design.

January 8: Seeing Your Divine Design

January 15:  You Are Gifted!
January 22:  Living from the Heart
January 29:  You Are Able!
February 5:  You've Got Personality

February 12: Making Your Experiences Work
for You a5

JANUARY 22
3:00 PM
FIRESIDEROOM

Bethel celebrates its mission and ministry
at the annual meeting being held at 3:00
on January 22 in the Fireside Room. Two
major decisions that the congregation will
make are: 1) electing new leaders to
church council, and 2) adopting a budget
for 2023. Bethel’s Nominating Committee
is seeking candidates to commend to the
congregation for serving on council. When
the Nominating Committee looks for
individuals for council it looks first to the
existing teams. This includes the five
ministry teams and three resource teams.
Bethel's teams are, in many ways, a
leadership development process. Teams
provide experiences in 1) working with the
budget process; 2) working through the
grant process; 3) working effectively and
collaboratively in a team setting; and 4)
working with the church’s organization
structure. These are invaluable
experiences that greatly contribute to a
strong and capable church council. &%

JANUARY 29
10:00 12:00
MINISTRY FAIR
FRESIDEROOM

Join the Ministry Fair Sunday morning in
Fireside Room to see all the many a
various ways Bethel impacts the
community and the world! More than that!
Find something that fits your shape for
ministry in the world. Volunteers will be
ready to answer any questions. Coffee and
donut holes will only be served in Fireside

on this day. &%
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4 In the 2017-18 season Ms. Thomson Sarasota Opera, Judith in Bluebeard’s

r debuted 2 new roles beginning with Marta in Castle with New Millenium Orchestra of

! the rarely performed work, Tiefland, by Chicago and Opera Omaha. Ms. Thomson
KA RA S H AY >. Eugene d’Albert for Sarasota Opera, gained critical acclaim for her portrayal of
J AN U A RY 8 ; and Turandot for Dayton Opera. She also Magda Sorel in Menotti’s The Consul for

= made her company debut as Tosca for Florida Grand Opera.
4 . OO PM . Arizona Opera and returned to Dayton Opera Other recent successes include performing

.‘ again as Magda Sorel in The Consul. Ms. The Woman in Schoenberg’'s Erwartung with
The Bethel Concert Series is excited to ; Thomson’s 2016-17 engagements included New York City Opera; the title role in
announce the upcoming concert of i joining Lyric Opera of Chicago for its Barber's Vanessa with Sarasota

dramatic soprano Kara Shay Thomson.
Kara creates characters that push the
limits both musically and dramatically.
This season, Ms. Thomson returns to
the role of Leonore in

Beethoven’s Fidelio with the
Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra and
Orquestra Filarmonica de Minas Gerais
in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. She will also
be a soloist at the Newport Music
Festival, join Lyric Opera of Chicago for
its production of Cavalleria

Rusticana and reprise the role of Donna
Anna in Don Giovanni with Dayton
Opera. During the 2018-19 season, Ms.
Thomson made her debut in the role of
Balkis in Goundod's La Reine de

Salba with Opera Odyssey. She followed
with Turandot with Sarasota Opera and
her debut of Salome with Dayton Opera.
Ms. Thomson also performed in several
concerts at the Newport Music Festival

including Wagner's Wesendonck Lieder.

i

production of Berlioz' Les Troyens, Agéthe in
Virginia Opera’s production of Der

Opera; Tosca with Central City Opera and
Santa Fe Opera; Zemfira in

Freishdtz and Tosca with Intermountain
Opera. Recent engagements

include Tosca with Sarasota Opera,
Kentucky Opera, Dayton Opera, Atlanta
Opera, Florida Grand Opera, Portland Opera,
and Utah Opera. She has performed
Leonore in Beethoven’s Fidelio and the role
of Santuzza with Kentucky Opera and

Rachmaninoff's Alekowith the Cincinnati May

Festival: Donna Anna in Don Giovanni;
Marietta in Die tote Stadt with Washington,
DC's Summer Opera Theatre Company and
both the Female Chorus in The Rape of
Lucretia and Miss Jessel in Turn of the

Screw with Chicago Opera Theater. &y



“Sing unto the Lord a new song” — Psalm 96:1

LUTHER COLLEGE NORDIC CHOIR
JANUARY 22, 4:00PM, SANCTUARY

The Luther College Nordic Choir, founded in
1946, enjoys national and international stature

Weston Noble '43 (1948-2005), Craig Arnold
(2005-10), and Allen Hightower (2010-16).

as one of the premier collegiate choral Nordic Choir is Luther’s principal touring choir
ensembles in the United States. Acclaimed in a choral program that

for the way it honors classical choral

comprises three upper-class

tradition while also featuring new mixed touring choirs and

and innovative choral works, the two first-year choirs.
More than 500

singers from these

choir showcases versatility,

artistry, and technical

mastery across many genres ensembles
of music. Nordic Choir is combine with
under the direction of Dr. Symphony

Andrew Last '97. Last arrived
at Luther in the fall of 2012 and
became Director of Choral Activities
in 2017. Previous Nordic Choir
conductors include Sigvart Steen (1946-48),

Orchestra, Luther
Ringers, and pipe
organ for five
annual Christmas at
Luther performances. Nordic Choir has

performed with the Moscow Chamber
Orchestra, the Des Moines Symphony,
and Orchestra lowa. Nordic Choir has
toured extensively throughout the
United States, performing in churches
of all denominations, schools, and
concert halls, including Lincoln Center,
New York; Kennedy Center,
Washington, D.C.; Orchestra Hall,
Chicago; Orchestra Hall and the
Historic State Theatre, Minneapolis;
the Ordway Music Theatre, St. Paul,
Minn.; Walt Disney Concert Hall and
the Crystal Cathedral, Los Angeles; and
the Mormon Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City. Nordic Choir has also appeared at
national American Choral Directors
Association conventions in Los
Angeles, Salt Lake City, and Kansas
City, and at the Music Educators
National Conference in Kansas City,

Missouri. 4%
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WELCOME
PASTOR KEN
VISITATION

Hello! 1 am Pastor Ken Schaub. (The
“au” of my last name is the same
thing you say when you stub your
foe. OW!) | retired this summer from
full-time ministry after 44 years. My
wife, Peggy, and | have lived in Sun
Prairie for almost 18 years. For these
last 18 years | have been an
intentional interim pastor coming into
congregations when they are in
transition preparing to call their next
pastor. As an interim pastor | have
been in 17 congregations through-
out South Central Synod and East
Central Synod of the ELCA. Before
doing interim ministry, | was first
called to Halfway Creek Lutheran
Church, Holmen, Wisconsin,
(birthplace of Luther College). Nine
years later, | was called to First
Lutheran Church in Lodi, Wisconsin.
| am a farm boy from Northeast
Wisconsin, (Oconto Falls). | did my
undergraduate studies at UW-
Stevens Point, and then attended
Wartburg Theological Seminary
graduating in 1978. Peggy and |
have two adult children and one
grandson, JaeMin. | am looking
forward to working with the people of
Bethel in the ministry with which |

will be involved. &%

THE NEEDLEPOINTED
HISTORY at BETHEL

Walking into Bethel's sanctuary, you are
greeted by warm and vibrant colioming

YWindow
e€ognize and

celebrate the history of the Church. What you

from the stained-glass windo
features important symbols t

may not know, is that they inspired the
designs of 37 Needlepointed cushions, which
were used as kneelers for our communion
rails for many years. Joan Zingale was the

“draw in squares instead of lines”.

The second set was completed and the

fundraising efforts allowed the cushions to be
sent off to be upholstered once more. However,
this effort left many of the designs
overstretched, so when they were sent to be
corrected, the wool yarn was then re-shrunk,
causing the cushions to have weakened

artist behind the designs of the cushions, and
although the cushions faced three different
setbacks, she described the creation of the
cushions “a wonderful project right from the
start”.

These wonderful creations can be viewed
around the sanctuary today, either in
plexiglass frames to keep moths and dust
away or on the four chairs around the Altar.
The cushions went through a long journey to
serve their purpose in our sanctuary. The first
set of cushions were burned in a fire at the
upholstery shop they were sent to, so when
the only two recognizable cushions were
returned to bethel - the needle pointers turned
to Joan to ask her to design the second set.
The entire process would take 7 years in the
1980’s. The process of “translating” the
symbols into needlepointed cushions was a
learning experience as Joan adjusted for the

Needlepoint technique, which required her to

canvases and a likelihood to tear easily.
Despite these mishandling setbacks, the
cushions remain vibrant and beautiful today
and will continue to have uses in the building in
the near future. Six of the cushions have been
mended and will be used within the new
columbarium. The cushions are unified by
designs, colors, and specific symbols. Each of
the cushions are bordered with four fish, made
of blue and gold yarn, to symbolize when Jesus
instructs his disciples to venture out and
become “Fishers of Men”. While some of the
pointers have since passed on from this life,
they have “left a mark” that continues their
memory as the legacy of these needlepointed
cushions continues on.

Special gratitude to Joan Zingale and Jeanne
Moren, and the University Hill Farms Circle,
whom Jeanne identified as being “a spearhead

of this project from day one”. &3



BETHEL MEDIA MINISTRY
Worship at Bethel & More

exceed what has been contributed toward this

Bethel's weekly half hour long Service of the
Word telecast on WKOW is a blessing to
more than 7000 households in the viewing
area. That is a hugely impactful connection
to faith and hope in Jesus Christ that has
helped fill the void in so many lives. We are
honored to be

able to provide

this edited

version of the

early Sunday

morning

worship for

more than three

decades.

Since the

pandemic, the

capable and

professional

media crew led by John Gerbig has ramped
up their Sunday morning work to additionally
provide live streaming of the entire early
traditional service as well as the 10:30
contemporary worship. This is a welcome

addition by many, but has increased costs to

ministry on a weekly basis in the past three
years. Although the crew has worked mightily
to add efficiencies into their work, the total
cost this year for dedicated staff and airtime is
expected to tally approximately $165,000.
Contributions toward
this are estimated to
provide about 2/3 of
the total, with the rest
being drawn from
restricted savings for
media ministry. We're
grateful that equipment
replacement needs
have been minimal, but
pray that current gifts
continue to come
closer to providing for
the entirety of this outreach ministry. Perhaps
being aware of the broad touch of this
worship offering into so many homes will
inspire those who are able, to direct special
gifts toward this unique and very much
appreciated ministry of Bethel. &%
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL
RESUMES
JANUARY 8




