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his year marks the 505t year anniversary of the

launching of the Protestant Reformation in Germany.
Celebrations will be held around the world to remember the
history and tell the story. When telling these stories of the
Reformation, the names that usually come up begin, of
course, with Martin Luther. Luther is rightly considered the
father of the Protestant Reformation. After Luther, comes John

2 FCalvirvand then Ulrich Zwingli. Both Calvin and Zwingli were

inspired and shaped by Luther’s writings. But, who inspired
and shaped Luther? Some would simply say “the Holy Spirit,”
or perhaps “St. Augustine,” or the “Apostle Paul.” These
figures did indeed help shape Luther. But there was a
contemporary to Luther who helped shape the Reformation in
Europe and then around the world. That oft’ overlooked

Michael the Deacon,
Ethiopian
Monk

influence was a monk in the Ethiopian church, Deacon Michael. It is a little-known fact of

history that Luther was hugely inspired by one of the oldest group of Christians in the world,

the African church in Ethiopia. Ethiopian Christianity traces its roots to the book of Acts (8:26-

38) when Philip converted an Ethiopian court official. According to Luther, the Ethiopian

church served as an older, wiser, black sibling to white Christian kingdoms in Europe. Located

in Africa — out of reach from the Roman Catholic Church — the Ethiopian church developed

independent of Rome and the pope. This, according to Luther, made Ethiopian Christianity

the "dream,” a true forerunner to Protestantism. It was an ancient church with direct ties to
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the apostles. This validated Luther's g
vision of a church outside the authority .
of the Roman Catholic papacy. In .

Luther’s day, the pope, many
cardinals, bishops, and priests were
corrupt and immoral. At the same time,
Ethiopian Christians practiced their
faith in ways unacceptable to Roman
Catholicism. These practices included
allowing all Christians to celebrate
communion with both bread and wine.
Ethiopians also translated the
scriptures into the language of the
people. And they allowed clergy to
marry. In addition to practices that
reformers were keen to see in their own
lands, Ethiopian Christianity also
lacked certain practices Protestants
came to dismiss. These included the
teaching that the pope was the chief
authority in all matters of church and
state, as well as the sale of
indulgences, a corrupt money-making
schemed that fleeced common people
with get-out-of-purgatory coupons, the
unbiblical teaching of purgatory, and
the teaching that marriage was a
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NPms Yy MM {itkia®isn coffee arrived in Europe, the Pope’s advisors called it

Satan’s drink until the Pope tasted it, after which he “baptized” it as a
Christian beverage.

sacrament. Luther's fascination with the
Ethiopian Church was solidified in 1534 when he
had a face-to-face dialogue with an Ethiopian
monk, Michael the Deacon. From his talks with
the Ethiopian monk, Luther was thrilled to learn
that what he had rediscovered in his reading of
the Scriptures was already present in the
Ethiopian Church. For Luther, the Church of
Ethiopia was the historical proof that his reform
of the Church in Europe
had a clear historical and
biblical basis. The
historical fact that the
Protestant Reformation
has roots in Ethiopian
Christianity is a needed
reminder for us today
during a time of racism,
cultural tensions, and social animosity. Itis a
reminder that we are part of a larger global
Christianity with deep roots in Ethiopia.

Not only does the Lutheran church have ties
to Ethiopia through the Christian church there
and Michael the Deacon, but it also has ties to
Ethiopia through its coffee. Coffee grown
worldwide can trace its heritage back centuries
to the ancient coffee forests on the Ethiopian
plateau. There, legend says the goat herder Kaldi

first discovered the potential of these beloved
beans. The story goes that that Kaldi
discovered coffee after he noticed that after
eating the berries from a certain tree, his goats
became so energetic that they did not want to
sleep at night. Kaldi reported his findings to
the abbot of the local Ethiopian monastery,
who made a drink with the berries and found
that it kept him alert through the long hours of
evening prayer. The abbot shared
his discovery with the other monks
at the monastery, and knowledge
of the energizing berries began to
spread. As word moved east and
coffee reached the Arabian
peninsula, it began a journey
which would move those beans

across the globe. Sadly for Martin
Luther, coffee did not arrive in Germany until
1670, a century after he died. But by the early
1700’s coffee houses throughout Germany
began to emerge, serving up the new brew. In
1735 a German composer by the name of
Johann Sebastian Bach wrote a Coffee Cantata
for Zimmerman'’s coffee house in Leipzig,
Germany. We have all sorts of thanks for the
Ethiopian Christian community. &y



CELEBRATING 58 YEARS!
ORGAN ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

he fabulous pipe organ in the Bethel

You are invited to celebrate this great pipe
sanctuary balcony sounded its first chord organ and praise God for the gift of music at
58 years ago. Considered at the time one of the Bethel at 7pm on Tuesday, October 18, the
largest and finest organs in the Midwest, same day the organ was dedicated in 1964.
Bethel's amazing Schantz abides Zach Busch will perform solo and with

in its legacy of greatness,

Bethel Brass. A freewill offering
having been carefully will be collected to benefit
maintained and future organ projects at
attended to over Bethel.
these decades by
fine and gifted HANDBELL CHOIR
HAS OPENINGS

Rehearsals are on

musicians and the
congregation at
large. It stands Wednesday evenings
from 6:30-7:30. Childcare

is available as needed. Feel

today a hallmark of
Bethel's music and
worship life, free to contact director Carol
accompanying, leading, and Graves at: email, text, or call. Cell
phone 608-220-4795 or email

singsingsing@tds.net. &y

inspiring our congregational song
and dazzling us with its heights, depths, and

surprises. It is a Spirit-filled gift.

WELCOME
SECTION
LEADERS

& STAFF
ACCOMPANIST!

ith support from a generous

Bethel Foundation grant, Bethel
began staffing section leaders last year in
the Bethel Choir. Section leaders are paid
singers who sing as a member of the
choir, provide guidance to their section,
sing solos as needed, and cantor
occasionally for the 7:30am service. Two
of last year's section leaders return this
year. Yay! Welcome back Madison Barrett
(alto) and Noah Strube (tenor). This year
we are delighted to welcome new this year
Elena Paul (soprano) and Auggie Ahn
(bass). Maddie Giordana joins us as staff
accompanist, playing for choir rehearsals
and Sundays, playing occasionally for
Saturday night service, and playing for
kids' music as needed. These are gifted
folks whose presence and energy we
celebrate! Welcome, Elena, Auggie,

Maddie, and welcome back, Madison and
Noah! 4%
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DIANA BUTLER BASS

AUTHOR OF
Grateful

REDISCOVERING JESUS AS
Frienxp, TeEacHER, Savior, Lorp,

WAY. and PRESENCE

SUNDAY

FORUMS
10:30 AM
Good Shepherd Chapel

REEING JESUS is one of those

books you don’t know you need
until you open it. The book challenges
one-way thinking about Jesus — that
there’s one kind of Jesus and one kind
of relationship we're supposed to have
with him. Written as personal memoir,
theologian Diana Butler Bass invites us
to rediscover Jesus as Friend, Teacher,
Savior, Lord, Presence and Way. Those
who knew Jesus best called him
Teacher and Jesus asked his disciples
to call him Friend. Yet many today insist
that Jesus is only Savior — a term that
appears only twice in the Gospels.
Growing our relationship with Jesus
starts with freeing Jesus to be who he
really is and wants to be with us. When
we do that, we free ourselves to
experience him when we need a Friend.
Or a Teacher. Or a guiding Presence. In
short, in all of life’s moments. &%

SURPRISE SPEAKER TO
JOIN BETHEL DINNER

October 23, 5:00 pm

ethel welcomes a special surprise

guest to speak at the Bethel
Stewardship Dinner on October 23 at 5:00
pm to bring an inspiring speech about being
a part of team with a common goal to kick-
off the Bethel stewardship campaign.
The evening will be one of pasta, salads,
breads, wine, and sweets. Each Saturday
and Sunday, many watch how the offence of
a football team huddles to call a play and set
their sights. During the Stewardship Dinner,
Bethel will have a huddle, of sorts, to focus
and to call the play that will help us move
toward our goal.

A

part of Jesus’ story is that he has chosen you

The exciting and sometimes surprising

to be on his team to work toward a common
goal. Jesus himself leads the way with giving
all he has. His death and resurrection is
proof of that. And he invites us to give as
well. Giving is what Jesus is about. Giving is
at the heart of the Christian life. That

includes financial giving.

This year’s annual stewardship campaign
highlights how financial generosity is a result
of focusing our eyes on Jesus. In giving of
ourselves, we grow closer to Jesus.

To help you express your generosity,
Bethel is sending out a stewardship packet.
The items include a pamphlet, All Eyes on
Jesus to give you a Biblical approach to
thinking about money and giving. It also
includes a pledge card and return envelope is
provided for you to make a financial
commitment to Bethel in 2023 as part of
God'’s ongoing presence in your life. Please

bring or mail in a completed pledge card to
the church by November 20. In addition to
sharing your financial commitment, we also
want to hear how you are doing personally.
For this, we have included a “Spiritual Vitality
Check.” Feel free say as much or as little as
you wish. ey
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NEW SERMON SERIES
for OCTOBER

I he Bible tells us that Jesus wants a October 9:
relationship with us that weaves through Seeing Jesus as Your Teacher
our lives — as friend, teacher,

October 16: Let us keep our
Seeing Jesus as Your Lord/Savior eye S flxed on

lord/savior, way, prophet.
But what if that's not

our experience (yet)

of Jesus? And if it is, October 23: J €S US' on .Wh om

how can we Seeing Jesus as Your Way our fa Ith

rediscover Jesus in

new ways in our life? October 30: depen ds from

i Seeing Jesus as Your Prophet ' '

During October, g p beglnnlng tO

Bethel will focus

precisely on these questions - Adult forums will take place in Good en d

in worship and forums. Shepherd Chapel at 10:30 and will key off i
Pastor Mike's sermons and the book FREEING Hebrews 12' 2

October 2: JESUS by Diana Butler Bass. &%

Seeing Jesus as Your Friend
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et in touch with your Wise Woman!

This retreat offers time to engage and
connect with others as well as time to relax
and unwind. Please join us on a journey of
spiritual renewal and understanding through
unleashing your instinctive and collected
Wisdom. You can expect WISE
WOMEN workshops, personal and group

meditations, one — on — one sharing, walks on

the grounds and much more. The Wise
Woman lives in each of us - let us celebrate

JIM
MESSINGE

our wisdom together. Please scan the QR

code using your phone camera for additional

A

information regarding this retreat, including
pricing, as well as how to register. For

My Living Savior
Story

questions, please send an email to Kelly
Knueve at kellyknueve@gmail.com. &y

n this short video, Bethel member

Jim Messinger tells how at 21
years old he lost his leg when a
drunk driver crossed the center line
on a country road near Barneveld
colliding with his 1967 Kawasaki
250. Hurled into the air and
somersaulting down the country
blacktop, his body landed in the
ditch, crushed and broken. Alone
and bleeding-out under the night
sky, he accepted the certainty of his
death and closed his eyes to die. A
voice spoke to him, God's voice, and
brought him back to life.

Watch the entire story in Jim’s own
words on the Bethel website in a
new series of Bethel inspired videos

— Living Savior Stories. gy

“Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught.“
—Luke 10:39



MEET ARTIST JOE GARZA
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Tuesday, October 11,8pm

f you haven't seen his work, you need to.

If you haven't met the man, you should.
Joe is a member of Bethel and widely
respected artist and photographer. Some of
his amazing nature photographs are on
display on the gallery wall at Bethel. Here is
how Joe introduces himself:
Hi, my name is Joe, and I'm
just a button pusher. Thank
you for looking at my
passion for photography and
sharing my travels with you.
| have been very blessed to
be able to travel and capture
the sites | have seen. | grew
up in Michigan and have always loved being
outdoors. In the 90's | was serving in the
United States Navy and that's when | really
started developing my love for photography.
My travels brought me to so many countries
and | just wanted to document it all. In 2008,
| got my first Nikon DSLR camera and it was
such an eye-opener. It changed everything
for me with photography and the love | had
turned into an all-out passion. Landscape

and astrophotography are my primary areas

of focus. Watching the light transform
beaches, waterfalls, mountains, lighthouses,
canyons into truly magical places is an
amazing experience every time it happens. It
feels like such a privilege to be in those
moments, capture the images, and be able to
share them with you. | take pride in what |
create by chasing light to
the corners of the world,
even to Mount Everest and
back, and look to tell the
story behind each image
by using thoughtful, unique
compositions. My intention
and hope is that my work
awakens a connection you have with a special
place and time, be it in your past, present, or
future. | currently live in Madison, Wisconsin
with my three kids. We live for the outdoors
and | love taking them on adventures to see
some of these amazing sights and seeing
their eyes just light up. I'm so glad you
stopped by and appreciate you taking the
time to let me share with you some of the
most breathtaking images I've captured with
just the push of a button.” &%

Soli Deo-Gloria

WED NITE
CHURCH

here is an old saying that goes

“the more things change, the
more things stay the same.” That is
somewhat true of Bethel’s Fall
Ministry Plans. There was a time in
the past where Wednesday night was
known as “church night” across the
country. For the most part, schools,
groups, businesses, and organizations
tried to steer away from scheduling
meetings on Wednesday evenings so
as to avoid conflicting with church
activities. Of course, that courtesy
ended decades ago. But the value of
churches like Bethel grouping
together several programs on the
same midweek evening continues to
makes sense. Bethel now offers a
midweek meal & worship experience.
The schedule is:

5:00-6:00....Meal

6:00-6:30....Worship in Sanctuary

6:30-7:30....Confirmation
...Genesis 1-11 w/Pastor
...Handbells

...Freeing Jesus Group

...other meetings a»
v




Saturday
October 29
6 9pm
Sacred
Grounds

l@' bethel_madison n Bethel.Lutheran.Madison.WI g bethelmadison . BethelLutheranTV

Worship Times: Sunday at 7:30am & 9am - Traditional; 10:30am - Contemporary
Saturday at 5pm - Acoustic Casual
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