Soli Deo Gloria

Jesus loves you. Walk with him.
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resemble a carpet. The walls are painted in patterned squares that

look like tiles and depict the Holy Ghost descending in the form of a dove. The wooden ceiling
is decorated in geometrically patterned Moorish latticework. It is quite beautiful, which is what
many find to be the most important feature of the chapel. But for my nickel, what is much
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[ | ast Summer (2021), Karin found a remarkable deal for
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= airfare to Lisbon, Portugal for $300 each. So instead of

page 5 : driving to Texas in August as planned, we hopped a plane for
- Lisbon for some sight-seeing, eating, and relaxation. One of the
=
& most interesting moments for me came when we were touring
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page 6 = the National Palace in Sintra, about an hour from Lisbon. A
: medieval royal residence, it was inhabited more or less

. i continuously from the early 15th century to the late 19th
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pag 3- century. Today, it is a house-museum, a major tourist attraction,
-3 a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and a dramatic part of the
E cultural landscape of Sintra. Aside from the mesmerizing .
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B architecture and design work, the one thing that jumped-out to .
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; me more than any other was the chapel, pictured to the right. Palace in Sintra,
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more significant about that chapel is how it was used. From at least the time of King Alfonso V

' (1432-1481), the chapel was employed to exalt both God and the king simultaneously.
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During his reign, King Alfonso V took a
very active role in the shape, practice,
and meaning of worship in the chapel.
During the Catholic mass, he was
concealed behind a curtain veil beside
the main chapel near the altar (the
holiest location). Not only did this
confer an aura of holiness on the king
and elevate him above everyone else
present, it also brought into close
association the worship of God and
obeisance to the King. The only
boundary separating the two being a
thin veil of a curtain.

The close association of an earthly
ruler with the divine presence is not
limited to this one Portuguese regent. It
is something we see all over the world.
For example, the “Mandate of
Heaven” (Tianming), also known as
Heaven's Mandate, was the divine
source of authority and the right to rule
for China's early emperors. In Mayan
history, the kings sought to legitimize
their power by adopting the name of
the sun deity, K'inich, which identified
them with the celestial authority of a
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Temple to the “Deified” Julius Caesar

potent supernatural being. In Europe, kings and
queens often claimed a divine-right to rule. By
the 16th and 17th centuries, European crowns

extended their authority beyond stately matters to

include the church as well.

During and after the time of Jesus, we see
how the emperors took to themselves divine
status. There were even temples throughout the
Roman Empire dedicated to the worship of the
emperors. The cities

listed in the book of : ¥
Revelation are locations
for Emperor worship. n
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Without exception, ]
when political figures, [ |
whether Roman, =
Mayan, Chinese, |

European, or anywhere

else in the world use religion to legitimize their
actions, the purpose is to concentrate power
even further in their hands and legitimize their
actions.

But, of course, it is not only political leaders
who try to blend, blur, or eliminate the lines
between politics and religion. Religious leaders
do as well. And the intent is the same —
concentration of power and legitimization of
action. In the centuries leading up to the
Lutheran Reformation, popes had amassed

Roman
denarius
inscription
reads
“Tiberius,
Caesar
Augustus,
Son of the

Divine .
Augustus” u power, Pope Leo declared Martin

almost total power not only over the church
but over the state as well. The papal grab for
total power took a giant leap forward in Pope
Innocent Il (1198-1216), who created the
doctrine of “plenitudo ecclesiaticae potestatis"
which establishes that the Pope not only has
absolute power over all churches and clergy
but also absolute power over the world and
social life. Pope Innocent Il proclaimed
himself the “vicar of Christ,” which

: meant the Pope was Christ’s earthly

1 representative, and the words of Pope
: Innocent Ill, “inferior to God, but

superior to man.” About 400 years
M later, armed with this kind of total
|
W Luther a heretic and an outlaw, which
was essentially a death sentence, and
put out a warrant for his arrest.

Blending or combining religious and
political authority by political or religious
leaders leads to a distortion of both and places
society at risk of abuse. As we look to the Bible
and to Lutheran tradition for wisdom, we
become more effective partners with God in
the renewal of our society. Please join us for
Sunday worship in September and for the
adult forums where we look to our living Lord
for wisdom, direction, and inspiration. &y



POLITICS IN CHURCH?
Question & Answer

here is an old adage: religion and politics

are two subjects to avoid in polite
conversation. The assumption in that adage is
that in any discussion of religion or politics
there is bound to be sharply diverging beliefs
and conflict is bound to occur. When you mix
the two, there could be even greater potential
for conflict. So why, then, is Bethel taking the
risk of going against the grain and discussing
such things?
Q: What does the Bible say?
A: Plenty. All through the Bible, God works in,
through, and around the structures of kings,
kingdoms, and ruling authorities. What is true of
God in the ancient Biblical past is true of God in
the present. Sometimes God opposes those
structures. Sometimes God blesses them. If
God “goes there,” then we follow.
Q: Isn’t politics human-made and secular?
A: Yes and No. The structures of governance in
the world are part of God’s work to bring about
a type of communal living in which all life can
flourish. God’s charge to humankind at the
dawn of creation to “be fruitful and
multiply...and to have dominion...” (Genesis
1:29) includes the good task of ordering human
community and existence. Ordering and
organizing human society is part of the good
creation. In creating structures for human
organization and flourishing, humankind

mirrors God'’s creativity and are co-creators with
God of the world we live in.

Q: Isn’t Politics Bad, Dirty, Secular?

A: It can be. The structures of governance in
the world are part of the fallen world that is in
“bondage to sin” (Ephesians 6:12). Because of
sin, people often default to self-serving ways.
Consequently, self-serving people create self-
serving structures, institutions, and laws that
order the society for their benefit.

Q: Did Jesus get involved in politics?

A: You bet he did. The entire life of Jesus takes
place against the backdrop of the Roman
Empire and the political machinery of local
Jewish leaders and party bosses. In fact, the
meaning of Jesus'’ life, death, and resurrection
cannot be understood without grasping the fact
that he was not crucified because he healed,
fed, and taught people. He was not crucified for
being a nice guy. Jesus was crucified because
he was seen as a political threat to the Roman
Empire and those in Jerusalem who benefited
from the Roman occupation. The crucifixion is
the political consequence of Jesus’ actions.

Q: Why this topic now?

A: As Jesus lived in a hyper-political world, so
do we. Jesus calls us to be “wise as serpents
and as innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). He

Cont'd on page 6

GOD &
POLITICS

September 11

Sermon: The Bible’s Guide to Separating
Church and State
Adult Forum (Fireside Room):

S 10:30 Adult Forum “Luther on
A Church & State”
11:30 Lunch
12:00-1:00 Discussion with

Dr. Kurt Kurt Hendel
Hendel

September 18
Sermon: How to Be Sawvy Like Jesus

Adult Forum (Fireside Room):

10:30 “Modern Lutheran
Perspectives on Church &
| State”

X 11:30 Lunch

Dr. Mark 12:00-1:00 Discussion with
Tranvik Mark Tranvik

September 25
Sermon: A Republican, a Democrat, and

Jesus Walk Into a Bar

Adult Forum (Fireside Room):

10:30 “Church & State in
US History”

11:30 Lunch

12:00-1:00 Discussion with
Mark Toulouse &%

Toulouse
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MID-WEEK CHURCH AT
BETHEL

Starts September 21

NEW ADULT
STUDY

here is an old saying that goes “the Wednesday Nite Live. The schedule for
more things change, the more things Wednesday Nite Live will be:
Weds at 10:30 & 6:30 stay the same.” That is somewhat true of 5:00-6:00....Soup, Sandwich, Salad Meal
Starts Sept 21 Bethel’s Fall Ministry Plans. There was a time 6:00-8:00....Nursery staffed
in the past where Wednesday night was 6:00-6:30....Worship in Sanctuary
he Bible is a large collection of known as “church night” across the country. 6:30-7:30....Confirmation for 7 & 8 Grades
sacred and historical writings, For the most part, schools, groups, ....Bible Immersion: Genesis 1-11
writings that are produced over the businesses, and organizations tried to steer with Pastor Mike
course of a thousand years. Some of the away from scheduling meetings on ....Min/Resource Team Meetings

stories and memories stored in those Wednesday evenings so as to avoid conflicting

writings go back thousands of years with church activities. Of course, that courtesy In some ways, the evening will feel like

before that. Because the Bible covers ended decades ago. But the value of Wednesdays during Lent. Come for all or part
so much time, it should come as no churches like Bethel grouping together several of the evening. You choose. Join in with the
surprise that there is a great variety of programs on the same midweek evening meal, or worship, or a study, or a meeting, or
writing in it. There are historical continues to makes sense. Beginning to visit with a friend. It's all up to you. Just
writings, poems, legends, meditations, September 14, Bethel will have church night know that we will have a seat saved for you. 4%
prayers, curses, legal codes, letters, experience. For fun, we'll just call it

genealogies, hymns, and more.
Because of all of those different types of
writing, the Bible can be confusing at
times. All of the literature in the Bible
has one thing in common. It is all a part
of the long story of God's relationship
with people. The Bible tells this story ‘ . s

with great depth, detail, and honesty. It IPRAYER ® HELING '. SO‘NG ¢'

is a story, that is like a great novel. And

v -

like a great novel, The story of God’s

relationship with people has a beginning ethel’s midweek service, beginning many times in order to allow you to meditate
— a prologue. Itis 11 chapters long. It September 21, is one of prayer, on the words, so that each song may
is a long prologue. But the Bible's story healing, and song. It is a service wholly become a prayer offering. During moments
is a long story. Genesis 1-11 is the dedicateq to prayer aﬁd to hearing God’s of silence, you're invilted to o.ffgr yogr own
prologue for the over one thousand Word., u§|ng song, scripture, gnd sHeht . §|Ient prayers, Qr to 5|mpI¥ sit m quiet and
) ) , meditation. Much of the music we will sing is listen with the intent of being with God.

pages that follow it. Join Pastor Mike on ) L . .

known as Taize. They are short easy Candlelight in the service provides a focal
Wednesday§ at l10:3O AM orl6:30 PM beautiful songs with rich meaning that help point for inner stillness and connection to
for a deep dive into the opening pages worshipers enter a state of deep relaxation the Living Jesus. 4%

of the Bible. & and meditation. Each song will be sung



CONFIRMATION SET FOR
TAKE-OFF, SEPT. 21

ust as Sunday School kicks-off for support the transition from the faith of
Bethel’'s youngest followers of Jesus on childhood to a personal and living relationship
Sept. 11, 7th & 8th graders continue their with the Living Jesus. Classes will include

journey with Christ in Confirmation rapport-building activities like games, a

on September 21. The class discussion of fundamental Lutheran

will be on Wednesday teachings on the Ten

evenings, from 6:30-7:30. Commandments, the Creed, the

Youth are welcome and Lord’s Prayer, and the
encouraged to enjoy the sacraments.
meal from 5:00-6:00 and
asked to be in worship from =
6:00-6:30. This year's

Confirmation team includes Karin

Following a time of exploring
the meaning of faith, youth will
break into smaller groups for a time of
prayer and support with small group

Brown (teaching 7th grade), John Massey leaders. Registration forms have been mailed
(teaching 8th grade), with Amy Bowman and out and are available online. For questions,
Sara Triggs serving as small group leaders. please contact Karin Brown at karin@bethel-

The purpose of Confirmation is to help madison.org &%

STUDENT BOOK
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also calls us to love the Lord your God
with “all your heart and with

all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind (Luke 10:27).
As we live in a nation that is getting
more and more partisan, angry, and
extreme, we need to develop wisdom
appropriate for the times. As followers of
Jesus, we need to think and pray deeply
about what we see and how we
participate in the governing structures
of our world. As Lutherans, we have a
unigue history that has been shaped by
experiences in Nazi Germany and the
Reformation. These experiences have
helped us generate a deep
understanding of how we can
understand our world today and how to
respond.

Q: Is this a partisan and one-sided
series?

A: Absolutely not. We are not endorsing
any candidate or party whatsoever. We
are focusing on what it means to have a
living relationship with the living Jesus.
Q: Will this divide us or set people
against each other?

A: Absolutely not. This series and focus
will help us at Bethel pull together as we
draw from the great storehouse of
treasures and riches we have as
Lutherans. By drawing from these
treasures together, we are united even
more in our journey as Lutherans in this
time. By seeing how Jesus and the
Bible bring a wise and realistic way of
thinking about religion and politics, we
grow in maturity and mutual
appreciation. As we are shaped and
inspired by the presence of Jesus Christ
and the lessons of our Lutheran past,
we put ourselves in position to
contribute to the strengthening and
perfecting of our American society and
the institutions and structures that have

given life to so many. &%
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Septembér 8, 7/ PM

KATHERINE S

TEWART

BETHEL SPEAKER SERIES

Free tickets available on Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/countering-christian-nationalism-tickets-389964904527

atherine Stewart is an investigative

reporter and author who writes about
religious liberty, politics,
policy, and education. As
a writer and speaker,
Stewart excels in
clarifying controversies
over religious freedom
and the separation of
church and state. Her
latest book, THE POWER
WORSHIPPERS: Inside
the Dangerous Rise of

THE

Religious

Nationalism (March,
2020), exposes the
pseudo-religious Christian
nationalist movement in the U.S. and its
grabs for power, linking it to historical
movements against abolition, the New Deal,
and civil rights. The Washington Post called

POWEW
WORSHIPPER\S

it "required reading for anyone who wants
to map the continuing erosion of our
already fragile wall
between church and
state."

The Bethel Speaker
Series brings pioneering
thinkers to Madison, WI to
address issues where
religious and social
realities meet, generating
dialog for the common
good, and bridging the
divides separating
neighbors. The series
welcomes people are
searching spiritually for
answers, community, and peace. It is
made possible by a generous grant from
the Bethel Endowment Foundation and

from generous individuals. &y



RALLY DAY
RALLY DAY ROUND UP SEPT. 11

KIDS
SCHEDULE

i

ethel’s Fall slate of programing

begins with one powerful rally
cry. September 11 is a day to rally all
the children and adults together for
worship, fellowship, and learning. It is
the first day of Sunday school for
children ages PreK-6th grade. The
schedule for kids will be:

8:30 — 9:00 Sign in Emmaus Room

9:00 — 9:12  Worship ‘il Kid's
Message

9:15 — 9:25 Opening upstairs

9:25 — 10:00 Bible lessons in

BIBLE-BASED LESSONS 4 KIDS, s

Bethel Helps Build Spiritual Foundations 10:30 — 12:30 Outdoor Activities w/

families 4%

All kids go home with
Rally Day goody kit



