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ooking back on my childhood, two sets of memories stand

out from among the others. First, | remember with great
fondness staying up late with my father before | was in school to
watch war movies. It seemed that the local TV channel always
had a black and white movie about either World War | or World
War Il. Before the movie started, dad and | would drive the
yellowish 1963 Plymouth Fury to the closet 7-11 convenience
store to buy some saltines and Longhorn cheese to snack on
during the movie. On the way home, he would often let me sit in

Dick Brown taking
photos in Davis
Mountains, TX

his lap to steer the car. Once home, we would watch the movie
until late at night when the station was out of programming and
then “signed-off” with the national anthem and an image of the American flag. Dad was a
deeply patriotic man. He loved to take the family to the 4th of July parades and beamed with
pride when | marched in the parades as a part of the High School band. Every patriotic
holiday he made sure to post an American flag on his 3 bedroom 2 bath 900 square foot
home. Without a college education, he worked hard to provide for his family and carve-out a
piece of the American dream. He never had the opportunity or the resources to travel to the
nation’s capital to visit all the monuments, but they were close to his heart. Dad loved his
country and all of us followed in his footsteps. Love of country was part of the ground we
walked on.
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The second memory that rises above 24
|
all others was our involvement in ]
church. Mom and dad had never been :
church-goers, or even Christian, until :
they were in their mid to late 30’s. | =
don'’t think they had ever been to =

church until dad was 40. But once
they walked into a Lutheran church
service and learned of God's grace,
they never stopped going. They simply
could not get enough of grace,
worship, or scripture. We went to
worship and then Sunday school as a
family. They both taught classes, led
groups, and never missed a fellowship
event. Sunday was an amazing day
that defined everything we did
throughout the week. It was something
we all looked forward to. Every night
family supper began with a prayer from
dad that was, in some sense, an
anticipation of the coming Sunday.
The two memories that shaped my
upbringing and my life have been love
of country and love of church. That has
never really changed. What has
changed is the stress that the nation

and the church | have loved since my childhood

have gone through. The nation has been through

countless traumatic events, it seems a near
continuous stream of crises. The war movies |

watched told the story of WWI, the Depression,

and WWII. Those were followed by the Cold War,

Korean War, Vietnam, social upheavals, the
political assassinations of the Kennedys,
Malcolm X, and MLK Jr., Watergate, OPEC oil
embargos, inflation, Iranian hostage situation,
Savings & Loan crisis, Farm crisis, dotcom
bubble, 9/11, Dessert Storm, Global terrorism,
Columbine and mass shootings, Coronavirus
and global pandemic,

|
George Floyd murder and : { LJS | 1-
racial unrest, ... the list goes u »
g Td22R
on and on. Our nation has :
been going through a near n
constant stream of crises :

and traumatic events decade
after decade. One result has been greater and

greater social polarization and partisan animosity.

The fractures and fissures of the nation expand
more and more under the deep and powerful
pressures brought by polarization and extreme
political partisanship. As a nation, we are in
trouble.

Do we, as people of faith, as followers of
Jesus Christ have anything to contribute? Do we
as descendants of Jesus Christ and Martin

nd work fi thef}ace and prosperity of the city where | sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord for
gf f“or its welfare will determine your welfare.”
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W. .also means to speak critically against
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— Jeremiah 29:7

Luther have anything to bring? Or, are we
impotent? Are we irrelevant? Are we history?
Should we cling to our Bibles and catechisms,
tell our fellow citizens that we have nothing to
offer, and use our church as a bunker for the
times to come?

| believe quite passionately that we, at
Bethel, as followers of Jesus Christ and
stewards of the movement started by Martin
Luther have much to offer and much to say
that will bring healing, hope, and vitality to our
nation and our church. Bringing hope and
healing to our communities and nation is two-
fold It means to say something in
lthe %lr&tlve to speak the good
5/' gew ofyesus Christ with words of

and hope for our future. It

he forces that generate false

teaching, false hope, and lead
society into greater disintegration. It is to call
people away from cynicism, suspicion,
demonizing, and conspiracies. In the month of
September, as we launch our Fall
programming with greater offerings for all ages
by centering on God’s Word and becoming
more like Christ, | encourage you to join
worship and adult forums for the sake of the
nation and the church. — Pastor Mike &%
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KATHERINE STEWART
BETHEL SPEAKER SERIES

atherine Stewart is an investigative

reporter and author who writes about Nationalism (March, 2020), exposes the
religious liberty, politics, policy, and pseudo-religious Christian nationalist
education. Stewart’s movement in the U.S.

journalism appears in and its grabs for power,

the New York Times op ed, linking it to historical
NBC, the New Republic,
and The Guardian. She has

also written for The

movements against

abolition, the New Deal,
and civil rights. The

American Prospect, George Washington Post called it
Washington "required reading for
University's History News anyone who wants to map
Network, The Nation,

Reuters, The

the continuing erosion of
our already fragile wall

Atlantic, Newsweek, Rolling between church and

Stone, The New York state."

Observer, Santa Barbara

Magazine, and Religion The Bethel Speaker
Dispatches. As a writer and speaker, Stewart Series brings pioneering thinkers to
excels in clarifying controversies over Madison, WI to address issues where
religious freedom and the separation of religious and social realities meet,
church and state. Her latest book, THE generating dialog for the common good,
POWER WORSHIPPERS: Inside the and bridging the divides separating

Dangerous Rise of Religious neighbors. The series welcomes &

GOD &
POLITICS
Sunday Forum

September 11

10:30-11:30 Martin Luther’'s Teaching

on Church & State

Room: Pentecost

Presentation: Dr. Kurt Hendel, Interim
Director, Advanced Studies LSTC; Bernard,
Fischer, Westberg Distinguished Ministry
Professor of Reformation History, author
11:30-12:30 Rally Day lunch on patio
12:30-1:30 Discussion with Kurt Hendel

September 18

10:30-11:30 Modern Lutheran
Perspectives on Church & State

Room: Pentecost

Presentation: Dr. Mark Tranvik, Luther
Seminary faculty church history, author
11:30-12:30 Light lunch in Borgwardt
12:30-1:30 Discussion with Mark Tranvik

September 25

10:30-11:30 Church & State in US History
Room: Pentecost

Presentation: Dr. Mark Toulouse, historian
of religion, author of God in Public: Four
Ways American Christianity and Public Life
Relate.

11:30-12:30 Light lunch in Borgwardt

12:30-1:30 Discussion with Mark Toulouse &y



RALLY DAY
SEPT. 11
KIDS
SCHEDULE

ethel’s Fall slate of programing

begins with one powerful rally
cry. September 11 is a day to rally all
the children and adults together for
worship, fellowship, and learning. It is
the first day of Sunday school for
children ages PreK-6th grade. The
schedule for kids will be:

8:30 — 9:00 Sign in Emmaus Room
9:00 — 9:12 Worship ‘til Kid's Message
9:15 — 9:25 Opening upstairs

9:25— 10:00 Bible lessons in classes
10:00 — 10:30 Music
10:30 — 12:30 Rally Day Activities w/

families &y

oy RALLY

SUNDAY SCHOOL LAUNCHES
WITH REAL COLORI

September 11

ethel's Life Long Learning team and

curriculum review task force are excited
to announce the move to a curriculum that is
more Bible-based than the Orange Curriculum
that has been used for the past several years.
Spark Curriculum fills the needs and priorities
parents have expressed. It is a curriculum that
takes kids through the key stories of the Bible
in a two year cycle, helping kids experience
the Salvation story each year by exploring the
Old Testament in the fall, and the New

Testament in the winter and spring. Kids learn

to interact with the Bible in every lesson, to

navigate the story, and begin to compare what
they learn to their own life. Every lesson is age
appropriate and engages kids with the Bible
story through lessons packed with creative
activities, games, and crafts. Spark is the very
best Bible-based curriculum and is published

by the ELCA publishing house, Augsburg
Fortress.

The Spark curriculum also has an
integrated “Sunday School” opening that
introduces the story and characters of the day
with carefully planned songs and music.
When families and kids leave church for the
week, the connection with the Bible and
God'’s story does not end there. Each child
and family take home with them a “Family
Conversation” sheet that provides follow-up
conversation starters, prayers, and service
activities for each child’s stage of

development. The importance of the Family
Conversation sheet is that it places in the
hands of caring adults a quality and easy-to-
use resource to help shape their child for a
future of life-long dependence and

connection to the Living Jesus. &v



FUN FOR THE FAMILY

Food for the Belly

parking lot full of fun-filled activities is baked beans, mac and cheese, coleslaw, and

in store for Bethel on Rally Day, ice cream. Bring your appetite. Bring your

September 11, the first
day of Sunday school.
The youngest kids will
enjoy the My Little Farm

Toddler Inflatable House,

the Haven Petting Farm,
or Face Painter and
Balloon Man. Older kids
will enjoy the 38" Wacky
Obstacle Course and
the Lumberjack Axe

Throwing Area. Of course, the Photo Booth will
appeal to all. On the menu that day, Bethel
will have Steve’s Famous Smoked Brisket with

smile. Bring your western
wear, if you have it. Come
prepared to say “hi” to
some old friends and
make some new friends.
Worship at 9:00 will begin
with a rousing and
inspiring arrangement of
“Battle Hymn of the
Republic” for
congregational singing

with organ, brass, and timpani. All in all, it will
be a wonderful and inspirational day of church
on September 11. &y

SPARK
BIBLE
CURRICULUM




GROWING: BETHEL PILOTS NEHEMIAH
IN CHRIST! CENTER COURSE

Learning Black

History

ethel is sponsoring another

group to learn the history
many as a way to learn about our
neighbors’ stories and follow our
Lord in serving the community.
Starting Monday, September 12,
the Black History for a New Day,
college level course, will meet
weekly for 9 weeks on Zoom from
7-9 pm with lectures by UW
professors plus small group
discussions. Bethel will have our
own discussion group. Register
for the class as a member of the
Bethel group here: https://
forms.gle/BHP6QTtMDPfLqJZT6.
Do not enroll on the Nehemiah

web site. Tuition for the 9-week
course is $300 per person. A
generous grant from the Bethel
Endowment Foundation will
defray part of that cost. We ask
everyone in our group to
contribute $100 toward their
tuition -- or more if you are able.
Please send your check to Bethel,
attention Dona Meyer, with “Black
History Class” on the memo line.

What Bethel People are Saying
“I learned more about American
history from this class than |
learned in school.” - John Shanda

“I am a history major with an
advanced degree and | spent
much of the class wondering how
in the world it was that | did not
know any of this.” -

Susan Stein &y

A% LET'S TALK

here are these two young fish swimming along, and they happen to meet an older fish swimming the

other way, who nods at them and says, “Morning, boys, how's the water?” And the two young fish
swim on for a bit, and then eventually one of them looks over at the other and goes, “What’s water?” So
begins David Foster Wallace’s famous essay This Is Water. Wallace continues, “The immediate point of the
fish story is that the most obvious, ubiquitous, important realities are often the ones that are the hardest to
see and talk about.” That's especially true of culture. “What's our water?” is the core question of LET'S
TALK, a new course for white allies from Dr. Alex Gee’s Nehemiah Center. Bethel continues its journey with
and support of the Nehemiah Center in its selection to pilot the course starting mid-September.

Pastor Mike notes “We're humbled and excited to be chosen for this pilot. It's the next step in growing
Bethel's partnership with Dr. Gee and Nehemiah and in our justice journey.” LET'S TALK started with white
members of Fountain of Life (FOL), Dr. Gee’s church. FOL describes itself as an African—-American led
multicultural ministry. A majority Black congregation, FOL welcomes white members-Kim Porter, FOL
member leading the pilot, describes how LET'S TALK came to be. “After George Floyd's death, a group of
white congregants began to meet weekly to discern how we could stand in solidarity with our Black brothers
and sisters. We interviewed FOL leaders to hear first-hand in what ways might we support them. | headed
up the working group on training. We piloted the eight-week class for new white members who joined FOL
during the pandemic.” Kim adds, “We're only offering LET'S TALK to churches who have sent members to
the Black History course. That signals the church leadership has already taken steps towards education and
commitment on the journey of racial reconciliation.” LET'S TALK builds on Nehemiah'’s Black History course
that over 30 Bethel members have taken in the last two years. The LET'S TALK pilot is open to Bethel
members who have taken the Black History class (or equivalent) and who want to build mutually beneficial
relationships with people from other cultures. We're waiting on final details including tuition. Email
ADULTED@bethel-madison.org for more information or to enroll.

Bethel’s relationship with Dr. Gee began with Pastor Bob Borgwardt who mentored and encouraged Alex
Gee into the ministry and continued with Bill White, during whose tenure Bethel was the key financial
supporter in the launch of the Nehemiah Center. At the beginning of the pandemic in 2020, the Bethel
Community Services Corp. fully funded the recording, editing, and offering of the Black History Course into
an all digital online format which expanded the transformative course nationwide. ‘&%
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PLANTING TREES
UNDER WHOSE SHADE
WE MAY NEVER SIT

he idea of “planting trees even though

we may never enjoy their shade” made
quite an impression on me when | first heard it
several years ago. It is about doing something
in the world that will produce benefits beyond



