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hrough the years as a husband, father, and now
grandfather, | have always believed it important to repeat
certain fundamental truths to those closest to me. | have never
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wanted to let the busy-ness of life cause me or those | care for to
lose touch with the fundamental truths that make life positive,
meaningful, and worthwhile. For example: | have regularly told my
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wife and kids “I love you.” In our home, we would often

emphasize the importance of hard work, of saying “I'm sorry,” of

saying “I forgive you,” of eating until you are full and stopping, of Receiving weekly
RALLY DAY sleeping well, of thinking deeply, of praying, and of family. By Comcr?futﬂff:eizsjgﬁgone
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS emphasizing what really matters to us, we have managed to
page 7 maintain imperfect but very rich relationships and close ties. The same is true of our life
together as Christians in the church. As followers if Jesus, there are certain truths that we
ROCKTOBSERFEST must repeat again and again to live the rich life we seek. One of those truths is the
page

importance of attending church in person. Why?

1. The church is Jesus’ idea. The most important reason to attend church is to follow Jesus’
voice calling you into a safe place where you and your loved ones have some protection from

the evils of the world. Life is hard, sometimes very hard. To attend church is to gather where

, ' the presence of Jesus is pushing back against the darkness of this world. When Jesus said,
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“upon this rock | will build my church,
and all the powers of hell will not
conquer it” (Matthew 16:18), he
pointed to the fundamental truth that
gathering in person with other believers
provides a buffer against evil.

2. Church at Bethel helps you
become...you.

No one knows you or your children like
Jesus. Gathering weekly in his beloved
community puts you and your children
in contact with others who see what is
right and good in you. Living in a
community of people who affirm and
accept you, puts you and your loved
ones on a path of true self-discovery
and self-realization. It is a way to
discover yourself.

3. Church at Bethel means others
have your back. Hebrews 10:25 says,
“Let us not give up the habit of meeting
together, as some are doing. Instead,
let us encourage one another all the
more.” There are close to 60 “one
another’s” mentioned in the New
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Top reasons U.S. adults give for choosing to attend or

not attend religious services

Top reasons U.S. adults give for choosing to attend or not attend religious services

Among U.S. adults who attend religious services at least once or twice a month,
% who say is a “very important” reason they ATTEND religious services

To become closer to God

So children will have moral foundation

To make me a better person

For comfort in times of trouble/sorrow

81%

Among U.S. adults who attend religious services a few times a year or less often,
% who say is a “very important” reason they DO NOT attend more often

| practice my faith in other ways

| am not a believer

| haven't found a church/
house of worship | like

Source: Surve)

“Why Americ

conducted Dec. 4-18, 2017, among U.S. adults.
s Go (and Don't Go) to ReligiousServices”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

37

28

Testament. Believers are to love one

another (Romans 13:8), comfort one another (1
Thessalonians 4:18), forgive one

another (Ephesians 4:32), pray for one

another (James 5:16), and dozens of other “got
your back” kind of teachings.

4. Church at Bethel welcomes you into God’s
story. The center of a Jesus-centered life is Bible
teaching and worship. Both are filled with the
spirit of Habakkuk 1:5: “Look around at the
nations; look and be amazed! For | am doing
something in your own day,
something you wouldn't {
believe even if someone 3
told you about it.” Weekly
attendance at Bethel means

taking deep breaths from
and maintaining long gazes
into the mind-blowing and inspiring realities in
Jesus.

5. Church at Bethel depends on you. Jesus
never intended the church to be for spectators
who just show up for a performance on a Sunday
morning or watch online. He envisioned church
to be a place for believers to share in the work of
the church by using their spiritual gifts in some

form or fashion. Every Sunday at Bethel, there
is someone who needs your encouragement,
your smile, your welcome, your glance.

6. Church at Bethel is not a private act. The
community created by Jesus is essential for
believers because the Christian life was never
intended to be a private act, personal yes, but
never private.

7. Church at Bethel is growth. Your weekly
attendance at church is central for the Bethel
to grow. Simply by attending in person
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m.. helps preserve what is important to

/ K N‘y\=a )Uu. One of the best ways to help a

church decline then die is to simply
stop attending. By joining every Sunday or
Saturday worship you are able, you telling
others that your church community is
important to you and you help create a
welcoming environment. Places that are empty
or partially empty give off the signal that not
much of value is going on there. Few people
can attend every single weekend. But
attending each weekend you can is important. ‘g%



r a pivotal time

GOD &
POLITICS

DL”-":"S Sermon Series

The Bible’s Guide to Separating
Church and State

In this message, Pastor Mike gives a tour of

AD U LT FO RU M S some of the Bible’s most relevant passages

S t b ﬂ 25 and stories that establish separate spheres
e p e m e r for religious practice and civic functions.

September 11 Beginning with the earliest texts in the Old

10:30-11:30 Martin Luther’s Teaching on Church & State TesEtehy z.and ending W?th =t eIen ool
Room: Fireside Room of Jesus, this message will help you place
Presentation: Dr. Kurt Hendel, Interim Director, Advanced Studies LSTC;

Bernard, Fischer, Westberg Distinguished Ministry Professor of

modern politics in a Biblical perspective.

Reformation History, author of Johannes Bugenhagen: Selected Writings Septemberds

11:30-12:00 Rally Day lunch on patio HOWieISE vy Like Jestig

12:00-1:00 Discussion with Kurt Hendel deSlERIgRR oLt aldlou Dt IRl N =S
hospitable, compassionate, insightful, a

September 18 skilled teacher, and more. What is often
10:30-11:30 Modern Lutheran Perspectives on Church & State overlooked is how savvy he was. He simply
Room: Fireside Room knew things that others didn't. This
Presentation: Dr. Mark Tranvik, Luther Seminary faculty church history, message shares information not normally
author of Martin Luther and the Called Life known that will help you become a savvy
11:30-12:00 Light lunch in Borgwardt person like Jesus.
12:00-1:00 Discussion with Mark Tranvik

September 25
September 25 A Republican, a Democrat, and Jesus
10:30-11:30 Church & State in US History Walk Into a Bar
Room: Fireside Room People often “loosen up” when having
Presentation: Dr. Mark Toulouse, historian of religion, author of God in adult beverages and discuss topics they
Public: Four Ways American Christianity and Public Life Relate. might not normally. In this message, Pastor
11:30-12:00 Light lunch in Borgwardt Mike shares 4 rules for talking with others
12:00-1:00 Discussion with Mark Toulouse &y about politics without losing friends. ¥




BETHEL
QUILTS
AROUND
THE
WORLD

ince 2016, Patty Saxe has

tracked where the Kits and Quilts
from Bethel are delivered throughout
the world. Since then, the hands of
Bethel have reached Angola,
Burkina Faso, Ukraine, Georgia, Peru,
El Salvador, Mauritania, Zimbabwe,
Bahamas, Haiti, Irag, Bosnia,
Honduras, Mali, Rwanda, Nicaragua,
Djibouti, and Zambia. &¥

o MISSIC

ACIJC@P?RGLE EMB

THROUGH OUR HANDS

September 4

ethel’'s Women’s Ministries have had a

long tradition of supporting the health
of women, children, and infants both locally
and globally. These global outreach efforts are
made possible by partnering with Lutheran
World Relief. Through LWR we are able to use
our resources to reachout globally with a
compassionate response to the needs of
mothers and newborns, men, and children
who live beyond our borders. Lutheran World
Relief was created in 1945 to send aid to a
devastated Europe after WW II. At the time, it

wavered, and has led to the creation of many
health and agricultural development
programs in addition to its Flagship Quilt and
Kit Ministry. LWR kits and quilts go around
the world. Bethel's Women'’s Ministry calls on
al at Bethel to contribute kits and/ or shipping
funds to our summer Kit Drive. Lists of the
contents of the school, baby, fabric, and
personal care kits are available at the LWR
website (www.lwr.org) or on the display table
in the Good Shepherd Chapel, and have been
mailed to every member’s home. Kits and

Mary Anne Smlth works on a quilt durmg the bIanket workshop

was estimated that 40 million people were
refugees, and one fifth of the world’s
Lutherans were left homeless. Although the
recipients of LWR’s aid have changed over the
years, the commitment of

LWR to address human suffering has never

materials can be turned in on Sundays until
August 31, or at any time from Monday —
Friday, between 8:30—4:00. On September
4, all the kits and quilts that have been made
and gathered will be dedicated and blessed
with special worship services at 9am® &5



DROP OFF AT GOOD
SHEPHERD CHAPEL

hen natural disasters strike, when war

drives families from their homes, or
when we see people living in poverty around
the world our hearts can ache with

compassion, leaving us wondering how to help.

BABY CARE KIT
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Include the following items in each Baby Care Kit:
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SCHOOL KIT

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Inciude the following items in each School Kit:
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Making Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple,
rewarding, and tangible way to offer comfort to
those suffering and respond with love. &y

PERSONAL CARE KITS

Include the following items in each Personal Care Kit:

‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these brothers
and sisters of mine,
you did it to me.’
— Matthew 25:40
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8:00 am  Registration
8:30am  Welcome
- Pastor Mike Brown
8:45am  Keynote Speaker
- Dr. Algernon Felice.
9:45am  Break
10:00 am Breakout Sessions
Dane County’s Jail Ministry
- Todd Marcotte.
Community Alternative
Response Emergency
- Paco Bonnin.
Catalyst For Change
- John Adams &
- Michael Moody
Dane County Journey
Mental Health
- Robin Lickel LPC CSAC.
11:00 am Breakout Sessions
12:00 Lunch
1:00 pm  Keynote Speaker
-Dr. Cheryl Gagne.
2:00 pm  Break
2:30 pm  Breakout Sessions
3:30 pm  Panel Discussion
4:30 pm  End of Summit
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KATHERIN

Septemr 8, 7/ PM
STEWART

BETHEL SPEAKER SERIES

Free tickets available on Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/countering-christian-nationalism-tickets-389964904527

atherine Stewart is an investigative
reporter and author who writes about

religious liberty, politics,
policy, and education. As
a writer and speaker,
Stewart excels in
clarifying controversies
over religious freedom
and the separation of
church and state. Her
latest book, THE POWER
WORSHIPPERS: Inside
the Dangerous Rise of
Religious

Nationalism (March,
2020), exposes the

pseudo-religious Christian

nationalist movement in the U.S. and its
grabs for power, linking it to historical
movements against abolition, the New Deal,
and civil rights. The Washington Post called

it "required reading for anyone who wants
to map the continuing erosion of our

already fragile wall
between church and
state."

The Bethel Speaker
Series brings pioneering
thinkers to Madison, WI to
address issues where
religious and social
realities meet, generating
dialog for the common
good, and bridging the
divides separating
neighbors. The series
welcomes people are
searching spiritually for

answers, community, and peace. It is
made possible by a generous grant from
the Bethel Endowment Foundation and

from generous individuals. &y



FUN & FOOD FOR ALL

Rally Day Approaches

Steve and Myrna Kay Young showing that Rally Day spirit

parking lot full of fun-filled activities is
in store for Bethel on Rally Day,
September 11, the first day of Sunday
school. The youngest kids
will enjoy the My Little Farm
Toddler Inflatable House,
the Haven Petting Farm, or
Face Painter and Balloon
Man. Older kids will enjoy
the 38" Wacky Obstacle

RALLY DAY
SEPT. 11
KIDS
SCHEDULE

ethel’s Fall slate of programing

begins with one powerful rally
cry. September 11 is a day to rally all
the children and adults together for
worship, fellowship, and learning. It is
the first day of Sunday school for
children ages PreK-6th grade. The
schedule for kids will be:

8:30 — 9:00 Sign in Emmaus Room

9:00 — 9:12  Worship ‘il Kid’s
Message

9:15—9:25 Opening upstairs

9:25 — 10:00 Bible lessons in

BIBLE-BASED LESSONS 4 KIDS., .-

Bethel Helps Build Spiritual Foundations

10:30 — 12:30 Outdoor Activities w/

families 43

All kids go home with
Rally Day goody kit



