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THE ABORTION
ROAD LESS
TRAVELLED

he oft-used phrase, “the road less travelled,” is a line from

the Robert Frost poem The Road Not Taken (1920). Over
time, the line has become something of a catch-all phrase to
describe an unconventional or uninvestigated path. When it
comes to the debate over abortion in our country, we can say with
real confidence that the position of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America is, indeed, the “road less travelled.” What

makes the ELCA position that road less travelled is the way it
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balances the life of the “in the womb” with the life of the mother.
The vast majority of views on the morality and legality of abortion
take one of two directions. One direction insists on the absolute
right of the life in the womb to live; the other, the absolute right of the mother to choose. For
many, the issue is absolutely black and white, one or the other, simple and straight forward.
The ELCA path avoids the trap of competing absolutes by stating: “A developing life in the
womb does not have an absolute right to be born, nor does a pregnant woman have an
absolute right to terminate a pregnancy. The concern for both the life of the woman and the
developing life in her womb expresses a common commitment to life. This requires that we
move beyond the usual ‘pro-life’ versus ‘pro-choice’ language in discussing abortion.” In
short, neither the life in the womb nor the life of the mother have an absolute right.

This should seem obvious since two absolutes cannot be held to be true if they are in
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conflict with each other. If the “life in
the womb” has an absolute right to life,
then the mother does not. If the mother
has an absolute right, then the “life in
the womb” does not. They cannot both
be absolutely right simultaneously. At
some point, one must override the
other. For example, | have a friend
whose pregnant wife developed a
condition that would mean she would
certainly bleed to death during birth.
The parents faced a choice, the life of
the mother or of the life in the womb.
The couple had other children and
chose to terminate the pregnancy
rather than deprive the other children
of their mother. It was a painful and
wrenching decision for them. The
ELCA view takes into account situations
like these and accepts that there are
legitimate and morally justifiable
reasons for a woman to terminate her
pregnancy. Of course, not all reasons
are morally defensible. But where the
life of the mother or of the “life in the
womb” are at risk, ending the
pregnancy can be the moral course.
Other reasons that can be considered

Neither left nor right but right up the middle

moral justifications for terminating a pregnancy
include rape and incest. | have known two
women who were impregnated by their fathers,
uncles, or brothers. One carried the life to full
term; the other did not. | have known women
who became pregnant as the result of a rape.
They all ended those pregnancies. The ELCA
recognizes that there are morally defensible
reasons to end a pregnancy. Even though
abortion may be wrong, it can be the least wrong
option. In this way, it is like divorce or war. Both
could be said to be “wrong.” Given a certain set
of circumstances, it could also
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that God is the creator of life,

the number of induced abortions is a source of
deep concern to this church. We mourn the loss
of life that God has created. The strong Christian
presumption is to preserve and protect life.
Abortion ought to be an option only of last resort.
Therefore, as a church we seek to reduce the
need to turn to abortion as the answer to
unintended pregnancies...Because of our
conviction that both the life of the woman and
the life in her womb must be respected by law,
this church opposes: the total lack of regulation

of abortion; legislation that would outlaw
abortion in all circumstances; laws that
prevent access to information about all options
available to women faced with unintended
pregnancies; laws that deny access to safe
and affordable services for morally justifiable
abortions; mandatory or coerced abortion or
sterilization; laws that prevent couples from
practicing contraception; laws that are
primarily intended to harass those
contemplating or deciding for an abortion.”
The ELCA position refers to the “life in the
womb” instead of “child” because it
recognizes the complexity of defining
human life in utero. Both the egg and

joined together as a zygote, they are

alive. But is a zygote, that single cell

packaged with the DNA for
development a “person” yet? At what point do
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the multiplying cells become a “person”?
When there is a heart? Arms? Legs? Brain?
Different religions offer different answers. The
ELCA view is more aligned with modern
science that recognizes personhood as
something that unfolds not in a single moment
but in a series of moments. In a world of
sound-bites, slogans, and black and white
absolutes, the ELCA view is the “road less

travelled.” &v
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‘Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
-- Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing!"

or a novel dose of good clean fun, we will

celebrate Christmas in July in worship on
Sunday, July 10. We know, of course, that the
gift of Christ’s birth and incarnation dwells in us
always. And Emmanuel -
God with us - is a
miraculous reality new
every morning.

Christmas has a

ubiquitous influence that
echoes throughout
secular culture. Why is
Christmas celebrated
some way or another so
universally, by religious
and non-religious folks
alike? A cynic’s view may point to opportunistic
capitalism, consumerism, and other hallmarks of
human systems and inner nature. A faithful eye,
however, sees the reality that all of creation
consciously or unconsciously resonates with the
knowledge of its own incarnational divinity.
Somehow, we know Christmas is about all of us
and is for all of us. And the hope, radiance, and
tenderness that the story of Christmas promises
is something universally hungered for. We need

love.

But, why July?? Well...the season of
Christmas in the liturgical calendar is but 12
days long, often only two Sundays. Yet the
sacred music of the
Christmas season is some of
the most beloved and
familiar of all the church’s
hymnody. Christmas falls in
seasonal winter when there
is less sunlight,
temperatures are cold, and
many struggle with
depression and grief; in this
regard, the warmth and
cheer inherent in the good
news of Jesus' birth is a literal Godsend.
Summer splendor, too, is a Godsend, and
warmth and cheer unfold effortlessly from
God's creation in these summer days. So, let's
celebrate!

We will worship God and remember the
wonders of Christmas on July 10. &%

ZACH WANTS
YOU

IN THE DRORIN
CHOIR

oin Zach on Sunday morning, July

10 at 8:15am in Good Shepherd
Chapel for the first of several Drop-In
Choir opportunities this summer! No
previous experience in singing or
affiliation with Bethel Choir necessary - all
are welcome, all ages! We will warm up
and learn a very simple piece of music to
sing as the offering piece at the 9am
service. July 10 is "Christmas in July" for
worship, so the piece will be Christmas
themed! Singers can sit wherever they'd
like during church and come up to sing
together during the sharing of the peace
and then return to their seats. No robes,
no balcony. If you have any
questions, let Zach know! &
zach@bethel-madison.org
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