Jesus loves you. Walk with him.
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Celebrating Jesus’ birth while sporting
a tan and bringing gifts for
those in need

Bethel’s 2nd Annual Summit on
Homelessness brings
together Madison

Another season of Christ-centered
outdoor adventure

Back for a second year of exciting
camp experiences

Y

BETHEL

LUTHERAN CHURCH

AN TN TN T TN N TN T RSN T NN TN NSRS ETEETENAEEEEmN

EMB? EGDR
OF A GODLESS
US CONSTITUTION

he tagline, “Jesus, Guns, and Babies,” was displayed

prominently on the campaign website of Kandiss Taylor,
defeated primary 2022 candidate for governor of Georgia. What
her defeat means to the state of Georgia will be a matter for its
citizens to determine. But when it comes to the meaning and
significance of her tag line, “Jesus, Guns, and Babies,” that is
another matter. Here, historians and theologians have much to

say. In the history of the world, the US Constitution was a

L L John Adams,
watershed document. In describing it, John Adams said it was primary author of US
“if not the greatest exertion of human understanding, [then] the Constitution & 2nd

President

greatest single effort of national deliberation that the world has ever
seen.” Along with the national flag, the US Constitution serves as the primary symbol of
national unity. Looking back at this singular human and historic achievement, we can
romanticize the result and forget that there was intense opposition to its adoption.

The complete and utter omission of any reference to God or Christianity motivated
tremendous pushback, making it one of the most daring and controversial features of the
Constitution. This omission was not an oversight but by design. Opponents worked
passionately through most of 1787 and 1788 to defeat its adoption unless recognition of God
was added to it. The framers and authors refused to add it and it was adopted. Even after it
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was adopted and until 1954,
opponents made several attempts to
amend the Constitution with a new
preamble that read, we “humbly
acknowledge Almighty God as the
source of all authority and power in
civil government” and “the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Governor among the
nations.” Aware of the dangers of
blending and mixing religion and
politics, like we see in the tagline
“Jesus, Guns, and Babies,” the
authors of the US Constitution made
the bold decision to separate them. We
can be proud to be stewards of this
daring and seminal document.

But our pride need not end there.
We, at Bethel, can also be proud to be
stewards of another pivotal and daring
historical moment that has much to say
about “Jesus, Guns, and Babies”: the
Lutheran Reformation. In Martin
Luther’s day, religious and political
power were combined in one person —
the Pope. This blending and mixing of
the religious and political realms
proved despotic, corrupt, and abusive.

The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the United States of America.
It superseded the Articles of Confederation, the nation's first constitution.

In the light of the Roman Catholic Church'’s
control of the levers of political power, Luther
received a new revelation. Luther saw in the
Bible that God rules in the world in a twofold

way. God rules through both the spiritual and the

secular realms. Luther calls them kingdoms, the
kingdom on the left and the kingdom on the
right. Both are God'’s instruments to bring order
and to support life and well-being. Commenting
on Psalm 101, Luther writes:

“Constantly | must pound-in

realms, alarms should start blaring in our
souls. Abuse of power and injustice are not far
away. Today, mixing religion and politics is
called “Christian Nationalism.” Christian
Nationalism is a grab for political power that
dresses itself in Christian symbols, traditions,
and ideas. It uses Christ as political
propaganda, and presents the church as the
cheerleader for the state. It is a form of idolatry
and something to be opposed and resisted.
This is not to say that Christians are

. S not allowed to be active in politics or
and squeeze-in and drive-in - = o
and wedge-in this difference  ® Christian m government. Many working in
between the two kingdoms, o Nationali m government are people of faith. Many
'c.éoc(?r?gd;r‘;g ng%nsgtotﬁl)v;e = ' ationalism = Christians invest their time in political
two kingdoms into each " 1sa f orm Of - endeavors. The separation that
other. In the devil's name idolatD) Martin Luther, John Adams, Thomas
the secular leaders always | = S
want to be Christ’s masters = - Jefferson emphasized is not to keep

and teach Him how He

should run His church and spiritual government.
Similarly, the false clerics and schismatic spirits
always want to be the masters, though not in
God'’s name, and to teach people how organize
government. Thus the devil is very busy with
both sides, and he has much to do.”

A foundational principle of our unique form
of democracy, and of the Lutheran way of seeing
how God works, is to keep secular-political
authority and religious authority separate.
Anytime we see someone mix or blend the two

people from being a part of both
realms. It is to keep secular leaders from trying
to make Christ’'s mission a government
program and to keep the government from
becoming a tool for which ever religious group
can take it over. Fortunately, our founding
documents help us do just that. The fact that
we live in a land that saw this so early and so
clearly, should prompt us to say “Thank you
God for the gift of the godless constitution.”
— Pastor Mike &



at Bethel
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“Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
-- Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing!"

or a novel dose of good clean fun, we will

celebrate Christmas in July in worship on
Sunday, July 10. We know, of course, that the
gift of Christ’s birth and incarnation dwells in us
always. And Emmanuel -
God with us - is a
miraculous reality new
every morning.

Christmas has a

ubiquitous influence that
echoes throughout
secular culture. Why is
Christmas celebrated
some way or another so
universally, by religious
and non-religious folks
alike? A cynic’s view may point to opportunistic
capitalism, consumerism, and other hallmarks of
human systems and inner nature. A faithful eye,
however, sees the reality that all of creation
consciously or unconsciously resonates with the
knowledge of its own incarnational divinity.
Somehow, we know Christmas is about all of us
and is for all of us. And the hope, radiance, and
tenderness that the story of Christmas promises
is something universally hungered for. We need

love.

But, why July?? Well...the season of
Christmas in the liturgical calendar is but 12
days long, often only two Sundays. Yet the
sacred music of the
Christmas season is some of
the most beloved and
familiar of all the church’s
hymnody. Christmas falls in
seasonal winter when there
is less sunlight,
temperatures are cold, and
many struggle with
depression and grief; in this
regard, the warmth and
cheer inherent in the good
news of Jesus' birth is a literal Godsend.
Summer splendor, too, is a Godsend, and
warmth and cheer unfold effortlessly from
God's creation in these summer days. So, let's
celebrate!

We will worship God and remember the
wonders of Christmas on July 10. &%

July Christmas
Giving Tree

s God gave Jesus as a gift to a

world in need, you are invited to
place a gift under the Giving Tree in July
for people in need. Not unlike a letter to
Santa, here is a letter to you from Bethel's
Homeless Support Ministry: “We have
again made the transition from warm
winter clothing to cooler more appropriate
clothing for warm weather in the
Homeless Ministry clothing room. The
nights are still somewhat cool so our
guests still need light-weight jackets to
include sweatshirts and hoodies. Other
items that we continue to provide include
men’s underwear (briefs and boxers), T-
shirts, short sleeved light-weight shirts
and polos shirts, belts, baseball-type
caps, men'’s slacks/jeans in all sizes
but most needed in sizes 32-36, men’s &
women’s tennis shoes & sandals. Also,
if you have gently used towels, sheets,
blankets or pillows, rain ponchos,
tarps, our guests use those items for
newly acquired housing or if they are
sleeping outdoors.

As volunteers with Bethel’s Homeless
Ministry, we continue to be amazed by
the many and varied donations received
each month by generous members of our
congregation and our community. We
thank you for your kindness and
generosity bestowed upon the homeless
and impoverished folks in our

”

community.” &%



COMING-UP

WEEK 1 JUNE 12-17, 2022
Horizons Explorers - 2nd - 3rd Grades
Aquapalooza - 4th - 6th Grades
Mountair 7th - 11th Grades

WEEK 2 JUNE 19-24
Horizons Exp
Whiz, Bang, Boo
Pack & Paddle - 7th - 11th Grades

o)
022

nd-3rd Grades

WEEK 3 JUNE 26 - JULY 1, 2022
Horizons Explorers - 2nd-3rd Grade
Eco Adventure Challenge 4th-6th Grdes

Wildlife Week - 7th - 11th Grades

WEEK 4 JULY 10 - 15, 2022
Horizons Explorers - 2nd - 3rd Grades
t & Nature 4th-6th Grc
Waterworld /th-11th G

Discoveri

WEEK 5 JULY 17 - 22, 2022
Music Camp w/Leotha Stanley 2-6grdes
3ike & Canoe - 7th - 1 Grades

Leaders in Ira\mmg(l )lOll Grades

WEEK 6 JULY 24-29, 7
Horizons Explorers - 2nd - 3rd Grades
Mammoth Hunters - 4th - 6th Grades
Underground Adventure 7th-11th Grdes
ing (2/2)10 - 11 Grades

Leaders in Trair

WEEK 7 AUGUST 1 - 4, 2022
Vacation Bible Camp

WEEK 8 AUGUST 7 - 12, 2022
Horizons Explorers - 2nd - 3rd Grades
Canoe and Climb - 4th - 6th Grades

Nature at Night - 7th

11th Grades 4%

BETHEL FAMILY CAMP
July 59, Tues®Fri

oin us for the 2nd year of this fabulous

event!
What can you expect?
A fun filled week of Horizons activities
including all your old favorites plus a bunch of
new traditions. Throughout the week, some
options we're exploring include hiking,
swimming, biking, service projects, ropes/cliff
adventures, art activities, campfires, group
activities/games, kid-friendly entertainment,
adult nights out, and of course, campfires!
Who would attend?
Qur goal for this program is a group of
people comprised of any combination of solo
adults, couples of any age, and families of all
shapes and sizes.

Lodging and Food?

There is plenty of room to space out; you'll be
able to reserve your own space in the Prairie
Center, Barn Retreat Center, or Tent & Trailer
campground. Leave the cooking to us - all
meals will be provided. We can accommodate

dietary restrictions, the registration will ask if
there are any dietary restrictions. *If you
would like to stay through Saturday (no
programming or food provided beyond Friday
4pm), please contact

bethelhorizons@bethelhorizons.org for

additional nights stay.

If Registering as a Family

When starting the registration, please only
enter your name. You will have an opportunity
later to add names and ages for remainder of
your family. This ensures you are only
charged the family rate once instead of per
person. Thanks!

What about COVID?

CDC-approved policies for camps and retreat

centers will be followed. Full description of
policies is at this website: http:/
www.bethelhorizons.org/coronavirus-covid-19

-update/
Questions: please contact Heather

at heather.rainwater@yahoo.com gy
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August 14 ethel Horizons is located on more
than 548 acres bordering

oin your friends from Bethel for faith, fun served). Governor Dodge State Park. Our mission

and friendship at Bethel Horizons in Overnight Camp is to develop and perpetuate a physical,
Dodgeville. Overnight camp is Cost $125/person social, intellectual, and spiritual
available for ages 8-18. Arrive by 9am on Monday. environment which will strengthen and
Children younger than 8 are Depart by 4:30pm on Thursday. enhance the understanding of a
welcome to attend with a Transportation available by bus, person’s proper relation to nature, to
adult. Day-camp is available departing from and arriving to self, to others and to God. For a
for ages 5 and up, and day- Bethel. complete listing of camps and programs,

campers are responsible for visit https://www.bethelhorizons.org/

their own transportation. For more information or to register events

Day-camp g0 to https://www.bethel- :

Cost $100/person madison.org/connect/events/vbc- Ran Cor:ty e o 7R e i
Arrive each morning by 9am. august-2022/ oy

Outdoor recreation in a

Depart at 6pm (after Christian setting
dinner) Monday-Wednesday Questions? Contact Heather
BETHEL

Depart Thursday at 4:30pm (no dinner Moen: heather.rainwater@yahoo.com &% HORIZONS

.............
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BETHEL NIGHT
AT THE
MALLARDS

To the Duck Pond!
Tuesday, July 26
6:35 PM

et's sing it! "Take me out to the ball park! Take

me out to the game!" Summertime means
many great outdoor festivities. And we have a great
one with Mallards baseball.

Join with others from Bethel for a fun-filled night.
For more details and to RSVP, please contact

beau.goff@raymondjames.com.

Batter up! &%



