
In 1945, World War II left an estimated one-

fifth, or between 8 and 10 million, of the 

world’s Lutherans homeless. This traumatic 

experience had a deep impact on Lutherans 

around the world. Living as people with no 

home to return to after the war, refugees were 

exposed and vulnerable. US Lutheran churches 

mobilized to help in Europe through a new 

agency called Lutheran World Relief. This 

agency helped provide shelter and massive 

support for their European counterparts. And 

ever since, the agency has been spreading the 

relief around the globe. Many of those refugees 

found their way to the US where the Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Settlement helped 

them start a new life. Resettlement of refugees 

didn’t end with helping WWII refugees. It grew 

and grew and grew, becoming one of the defining marks of Lutherans in the US. For example: 

1956 Help for Hungarians:

In October, 1956, student and factory workers of Budapest rose against the Soviet-imposed 

communist regime. In six days of fighting, they forced government troops to withdraw from 
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the city. But, four days later, 

Soviet tanks stormed back 

into the city and crushed the 

revolution. More than 50,000 

Hungarians fled the country. LIRS 

resettled over 1,500 Hungarian 

refugees.

1959 Crisis in Cuba:

Cuban rebel Fidel Castro 

overthrows his country’s regime 

and implements a communist 

government, triggering a flow 

of refugees seeking asylum. 

100,000 Cuban refugees arrived 

in Florida and LIRS was invited to 

assist in their resettlement.

1972 Expanding Our Welcome:

Ugandan dictator Idi Amin expels 

some 75,000 citizens from the 

country, 2,000 of whom are

accepted into the U.S. as 

“parolees”. LIRS resettles 600 

new arrivals as a result.

1975 Vietnam: 

The defeat of South Vietnam by 

North Vietnam in April of 1975 

triggered a flood of refugees from Southeast 

Asia. By the end of the year, LIRS had overseen 

the resettlement of almost 16,000 refugees.

1980s 100,000 and counting: 

In 1980, LIRS hit the 

100,000 mark in refugees 

resettled since World War II, 

including 10,000 Amerasian 

children fathered by U.S. 

citizens.

1990s Conflict in The 

Balkans:

In 1993, the first survivors of 

“ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia 

(formerly Yugoslavia) arrived in the U.S. for 

resettlement. In 1999, 1,700 ethnic Albanians 

were forced out of Kosovo into Macedonia and 

eventually resettled by LIRS.

2000s Sudan and Bhutan: 

At the turn of the new century, LIRS began 

welcoming “Lost Boys” – young Sudanese 

refugees who had been separated from their 

families for a decade or more after fleeing a 

civil war. In the first decade of this century, 

LIRS assisted in the settlement of refugees 

from Burma, Tibet, Bhutan 

and Iraq, along with ethnic 

Hmong from refugee camps 

in Thailand. Bethel also 

helped resettle 20 Nepali-

speaking Bhutanese families 

to Madison, many of whom 

still hold worship services at 

Bethel on Saturdays.

2020’s Latin America, 

Afghanistan, and Ukraine 

refugees find support for new lives with 

Lutheran Immigration Services. For 80 years, 

Lutherans have been known for their work 

among refugees throughout the world for. It is 

often said of Lutherans that they are the first 

ones in and the last ones out. 
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Lutherans’ rapid response to Vietnamese refugees saved thousands of lives

First ones 
in.

Last ones 
out.
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The Call Committee for our 

Outreach Pastor would like to 

provide you with an update, and 

a request. We have been on this 

journey seeking an Outreach Pastor 

for just over two years. While we’ve 

had the opportunity to meet with 

several Pastors, we have ultimately 

decided to continue our quest. On 

this journey, we have found that the 

most prosperous conversations come 

from those within our network, and 

that includes you!

We ask that you take the time to 

reflect on previous outings to other 

religious organizations or perhaps a 

family member has referenced an 

positive experience at their church. 

As you have ideas or referrals, please 

share those with our team.

The profile we seek is an individual 

that not only can reach out to our 

community and invite new faces, 

but has the ability to build upon 

relationships within Bethel.

Please continue to pray for our team 

as we navigate new conversations 

and hope to connect with whom 

God has chosen for us. Thank you 

for your unwavering support in this 

journey. Please send any names you 

discover to me at:  

hillaryschreiner@gmail.com 

Grassland 2.0 is a movement to transform 

our agriculture from an extractive, 

wealth-generating system to a regenerative 

system that puts caring for people first. Our 

current agricultural system mainly rewards 

multinational corporations who maintain 

it with narratives about “self-sufficiency,” 

“feeding the world,” and “maintaining 

cheap food.” An agricultural system based 

on well-managed perennial 

grassland can be profitable 

to farmers and support vital, 

thriving rural communities, 

yet simultaneously help to 

stabilize the climate, clean 

our waters, reduce flooding, 

and support biodiversity. But 

for this new system to be truly 

regenerative, it must afford 

access to land by all people 

who want to farm and reward those who care 

for the land. When we care for the land, we 

are caring for ourselves and each other.  

Randy Jackson and his grassland ecology 

group study how carbon and nutrients flow 

into, within, and out of grassland ecosystems. 

Randy grew up in southern California, played 

baseball and earned a BS in Environmental 

Science at UC Riverside, an MS in Natural 

Resource Sciences at Humboldt State 

University, and a PhD in Ecosystem Science 

at UC Berkeley. He joined the Department of 

Agronomy at UW-Madison in 2003 as part 

of a 3-person “cluster hire” in Agroecology. 

Randy teaches Grassland Ecology and 

co-instructs Introduction to Agroecology with 

Mike Bell, Claudio Gratton, 

and amazing graduate 

student teaching assistants 

like Ashley Becker! Randy 

co-leads the Wisconsin 

Integrated Cropping Systems 

Trial (WICST), a 30-year-old 

experiment in Arlington, WI. 

He also co-leads Grassland 

2.0, a USDA-funded 

project working to transform 

agriculture in the upper Midwest to a system 

that provides for our wants and needs while 

cleaning water, reducing flooding, and 

supporting biodiversity. 

Register Here:  

https://tinyurl.com/yvaphuak 

CARING FOR CREATION
Grassland 2.0 – Restoring Prairie and 
People to Agriculture!

Dr. Randy Jackson
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Bethel has had ties to Ukraine since 

1996 when Bethel’s Mission Committee 

suggested that our Sunday School partner 

with a Community Center in Borodyanka, 

Ukraine whose participants had been gravely 

affected by the Chernobyl Disaster in 1986. 

Sunday School Missions collected money 

that provided Christmas parties for children’s 

groups at the center, which led to a Mitten-

and-Hat Drive in 1999.

In the summer of 2000, Bethel’s Endowment 

Foundation funded the airline tickets for 8 

children, a chaperone and an interpreter from 

the community center to come to Madison and 

stay with Bethel families, receiving healthy 

food, respite and medical care. It became 

clear that these children and adults lacked 

dental care, which became one of the foci of 

the project.

Bethel continued to sponsor children and 

adult chaperones (119 different children and

adults) through the summer of 2018, which 

provided hundreds of thousands of dollars 

to our project from the dental community. In 

addition, the project funded a dentist from 

Borodyanka to visit the Madison community to 

learn about preventative care, dental implant 

and pediatric care. A Ukrainian dentist who 

now lives in Madison went to Borodyanka 

three times to train local dentists, focusing on 

pediatric preventative care. The community 

center set up a program, Tooth OK, which 

teaches children and their parents about 

preventative dental care.

Several Bethel members still maintain close 

friendships with Ukranian families that started 

with Circle of Love. Craig and Michelle Jolly 

(above), regularly visit Ukraine and fly Marina 

to Madison for summer stays. 

Bethel’s Presence in Ukraine 
Reaches Back Decades
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BETHEL FOR UKRAINE

Dear Friend,

Although the situation in 

Ukraine is changing every day, 

I have an update for you on our 

response efforts. Right now, our 

teams are working with partners 

in and around Ukraine. Your 

emergency gift today will deliver 

urgent support and care, like:

• Food, shelter and other 

critically needed items

• Mission Quilts and Kits for 

families who fled their homes

• Medicine and supplies for 

clinics

I can’t stress this enough. Every 

second counts here. With so many 

families displaced, and so many 

surrounding regions at risk from 

the ripple effects of this situation, 

we cannot wait. We must act now 

to help families. We are committed 

to responding to the needs of the 

people of Ukraine. Your love, and 

your gift today, will reach families 

affected by this crisis. I will 

continue to keep you updated on 

the situation as it unfolds. Please 

keep praying with us – and please 

reach out to neighbors in need with 

an emergency gift. In Faith,

Ambassador Daniel Speckhard 

President and CEO, LWR  

A PLEA FROM 
LUTHERAN 
WORLD RELIEF

Craig

Michelle
Marina
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BETHEL FOR UKRAINE

$100,000 Matching Gift

Lutheran World Relief recently announced 

that Nelsonville Lutheran Church in 

Wisconsin will double all 

gifts from congregations – 

up to $100,000 – for our 

neighbors suffering in the 

Ukraine crisis. Your gift 

will deliver urgent support 

and care, like: food, shelter 

and other critically needed 

items; Mission Quilts and 

Kits for families who fled 

their homes; and medicine 

and supplies for clinics.

You can give online at www.lwr.org/match or 

by mailing to LWR, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, 

MD 21297-1061. Please write “Ukraine 

Match” in the memo line.

To make a gift through to Lutheran World 

Relief through Bethel, simply make out a 

check to Bethel Lutheran 

Church and write Ukraine-

LWR in the memo line. Bethel 

has set-up an account to 

process all gifts of support 

for refugees and friends in 

Ukraine.

To make a gift to a specific 

individual or family through 

Bethel, make out a check to 

Bethel and include the name 

of the family or individual 

in the memo line. Also include banking 

information for the transfer. 

Their home in Borodianka in 

Eastern Ukraine, Marina and her 

family found refuge from the Russian 

invasion in the Carpathian mountains, 

that is, the women and children. All 

men ages 18-60 have to stay and 

fight. With her passport and US visa, 

Marina was able to board a flight in 

Turkey to flee to Madison for safety. 

Craig and Michelle Jolly have have 

given her refuge. 

FINDING REFUGE

Marina
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Iam thrilled to be filling in as the leader 

of Youth Group while we search for a new 

Director of Youth. 

We will begin in April with a continuation 

of the Deconstruction series. We will 

begin in April with a continuation of the 

Deconstruction series. Deconstruction means 

to take something apart and look at the 

different pieces, like an idea. This sometimes 

yields new insights and perspectives. Martin 

Luther was famous for his “desconstructing” 

the teachings of the Catholic church. 

Protestant churches have continued this 

reforming  ever since. Bethel’s High School 

Youth will take a look at what is sometimes 

called  the “Doctrine of Discovery.” This 

doctrine legitimized the poor treatment of 

native Americans. Its impacts are still felt in 

American law today. In deconstructing this 

doctrine, we will affirm the humanity of all 

people and the worth of all of creation. Its 

impacts are still felt in American law today. In 

deconstructing this doctrine, we will affirm the 

humanity of all people and the worth of all of 

creation.

This winter I had the honor of participating 

in an intensive seminary course at the Pine 

Ridge Reconciliation Center, among the 

Lakota people in South Dakota. I am looking 

forward to sharing what I have learned with 

our youth and young adults. Theirs is a story of 

powerful and enduring spirituality, unbearable 

hardship, and youth who are living their lives 

with perseverance and hope. One Lakota 

legend tells of the Prophecy of the Seventh 

Generation. Seven generations after the Lakota 

first encountered the Europeans, the young 

people will return to the old ways and will 

restore the proper order, living in unity with all 

of creation. This generation will heal the earth 

and heal our world. The time of the Seventh 

Generation is now. What a powerful message 

of hope and purpose for our youth. 

–Heather Rainwater Moen 

YOUTH QUAKE
Deconstruction Series Part 2:  
Decolonialization

Now that Dane County has 

decided to lift the county-wide 

mask mandate, Bethel is able to 

restart a favorite tradition. Each 

week during Lent, from now—April 

6, Bethel offers Wednesday worship 

services, a soup and sandwich 

meal, and Bible Study. Wednesday 

midday worship will be a Service 

of the Word with song, readings, 

and prayer, starting at 11:30am. 

This will be followed by a soup and 

salad lunch (suggested donation 

$10 or $25 for a family). Then, for 

all who wish a Bible Study on the 

Gospel of Luke.

Evenings during Lent start in 

Borgwardt Hall at 5:30pm for 

a soup and sandwich meal 

(suggested donation $10 or $25 for 

a family), followed by the popular 

Marty Haugen Evening Prayer in 

the sanctuary, and concluding with 

Bible study on the Gospel of Luke. 

WEDNESDAYS 
IN LENT

11:30am - Worship
Noon - Soup/Sandwich
12:30pm - Bible Study

5:30pm - Soup/Sandwich
6:00pm - Worship
6:30pm - Bible Study



7

We want to be a force for good in 

dismantling racism. Over the past year 

we’ve come to see that to 

bridge the racial divide today, 

we need to start with the 

historical truth.  

Starting in April, we’ll look at 

Native American history and 

the effects of colonization 

on Native people. Today, 

in Madison, people with 

European and Native roots 

live alongside each other on 

ancestral Ho Chunk land. Yet 

we often tell different stories 

of this place and how we got here.

Theologian Vine Deloria Jr. writes: “Americans 

in some manner will cling to the traditional 

idea that they suddenly came 

upon a vacant land on which 

they created the world’s most 

affluent society. Not only 

is such an idea false, it is 

absurd.”  

We have much to learn about 

our Native American neighbors 

and there is much healing to 

be done. Traumas of the past 

live on today and contribute to 

persistent racial disparities.  

Learning opportunities this next quarter 

include something for everyone! For readers, 

ACTJAM
Big Read Begins Focus On Native History And 
Truth-telling

there will be a Big Read in April 

of An Indigenous Peoples’ History 

Of The United States by Rosanne 

Dunbar Ortiz. The book is the first 

history of the United States told 

from the perspective of Indigenous 

peoples. Community copies are 

available in the Bethel Library.  

Discussions will be held after church 

and on Zoom during the week.  

For those who prefer to watch rather 

than read, there will be video options 

and plans are underway to bring in 

speakers for Sunday forums. 
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FEBRUARY YEAR-TO-DATE 
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
     YTD Actual YTD Budget Budget           
REVENUES 
Offerings         324,568     280,600     43,968 
Miscellaneous revenue         19,442       31,207    (11,765)  
Non-operating revenue                26           (150)          176       
Total Revenue        344,036      311,657     32,379

MINISTRY INVESTMENTS  
Staff         193,479     227,208    (33,729) 
Ministry & Resource Teams         50,697       62,409    (11,712) 
Benevolence          10,491       11,417         (926) 
Administration          21,677       12,866       8,811 
Other                                               -         
Total Ministry Investments        276,344     313,900    (37,556)

Total Net Income (Loss)          67,692         (2,243)      69,935     

A complete copy of the financial statements are posted to Realm;  
you can access these through your Bethel Realm profile.

Over/(Under)

Worship Times: Sunday at 7:30am & 9am - Traditional; 10:30am - Contemporary
Saturday at 5pm - Acoustic Casual

bethel_madison bethelmadisonBethel.Lutheran.Madison.WI BethelLutheranTV

ONLINE FORM:  
www.bethel-madison.org/eastergiving

Please write separate checks for the Easter 
Garden & Hephatha Strong Baby Sanctuary. The 
Deadline is Monday, April 4, to return this form 
& money to Bethel for donations to be included 
in the Bethel Weekly.

Hephatha Strong 
Baby Sanctuary 
Donation
CIRCLE ONE:    In Memory      In Honor

__________________________________
NAME

__________________________________
NAME CONT

__________________________________
BY

__________________________________
AMOUNT  

Poinsettia Garden
CIRCLE ONE:    In Memory      In Honor

__________________________________
NAME

__________________________________
NAME CONT

__________________________________
BY

______________ X $20 = ______________
# OF PLANTS                          TOTAL DUE
Flowers may be picked up after worship on April 
17 or after.

Easter 
Giving 2022

 

__________________________________  
CASH/CHECK # 

__________________________________
ENVELOPE #

__________________________________
PHONE

Return entire form to: Bethel Lutheran Church
Attn: Christmas Giving
312 Wisconsin Ave, Madison, WI 53703


