
ather around every day this month to read the story of    

how God sent joy to the world with the gift of  His Son, Jesus.  

While you’re at it, spread some joy of  your own as a family!
G

ADVENT 2021

God’s plan for 
Christmas surprised 
everyone. If  you 
could plan 
Christmas this year 
exactly the way you 
wanted, what would 
it look like?
Luke 1:32

6

Choose a few small 
gifts to unwrap early. 
Celebrate together 
that God gave us 
such an amazing 
and unexpected gift 
as Jesus!
Luke 2:12

19

What’s the biggest thing you want to thank God 
for right now? (In addition to Jesus!) Share with 
each other and give God a giant round of  applause.
Luke 2:20

23

Roast marshmallows 
for s’mores while 
looking up at the 
stars—the same ones 
the shepherds saw! (Or 
make them in the oven 
and eat them by 
candlelight.)
Luke 2:8

14

Create a playlist of  everyone’s 
favorite Christmas carols and 
worship songs. Play it while 
on the go all week—and don’t 
be afraid to sing along!
Luke 1:39-56

9
Taking care of  a new 
baby is a big 
challenge! Take a meal 
to a family you know 
with a new baby, or 
pick up diapers to 
donate to a local 
shelter or food bank.
Luke 1:34-36

7Choose 1-3 relatives 
or family friends. 
Record a short selfie 
video Christmas 
greeting as a family 
and text it to them.
Luke 1:26-28

2

Grab a gingerbread 
man or other 
Christmas cookie for 
each member of  the 
family to place on 
their forehead. Race to 
see who can shimmy 
the cookie down and 
bite it first before it 
drops. No hands!
Luke 2:15-16

21

Bake a batch of  
Christmas cookies 
(no shame if  you 
grab a tube from 
the grocery fridge 
section!) Share a 
snack together and 
take some of  them 
to a neighbor.
Luke 1:38

8

Light a candle at dinner time or bed 
time. Share your favorite Christmas 
tradition that you don’t want to miss 
doing together this year.
Luke 1:27

1

Tell your child how you 
shared the good news of  
their birth (or arrival in 
your family) with others.
Luke 2:9

15Parents, share about 
a particularly special 
or unique Christmas 
that you experienced 
as a child.
Luke 2:1-4

10

Use a Nativity set or 
stuffed animals to act 
out the Christmas story 
as a family member 
reads it from Luke 2.
Luke 2:7

13

Break out a pack of  
glow sticks. Have a 
Christmas dance 
party with upbeat 
Christmas music.
Luke 1:30

4

What’s stressing you out 
right now? Share with 
each other. Then pray 
that God would give you 
His peace this season.
Luke 1:29-30

3

Have a “baby food” picnic or 
snack by the Christmas tree 
with Baby Bel cheese, baby 
carrots, mini pigs in a blanket, 
mini muffins, or other mini 
snack foods.
Luke 1:31

5

Make Christmas 
cards for anyone in 
your life who might 
need a little joy today, 
from the mailperson 
to the crosswalk 
guard. You could 
even add a gift card 
or small treat.
Luke 2:10

17

Try making “real” 
hot cocoa with cocoa 
powder, melted 
chocolate, sugar, and 
milk of  your choice. 
While the cocoa 
heats, share with each 
other something big 
you are waiting for 
right now.
Luke 2:11

18

Choose or make a 
special ornament for 
your Christmas tree 
that represents 
something good God 
has done for 
your family this year.
Luke 2:13-14

20

Share your favorite 
Christmas movies with 
each other. Then pick 
one (or two!), make some 
popcorn, and settle 
down in Christmas PJs 
for a Christmas movie 
marathon.
Luke 2:17-18

22

Using Google Maps, 
take a look at the 
modern-day streets of  
Bethlehem. What do you 
think Bethlehem was like 
when Jesus was born?
Luke 2:6

12Make a trip around the 
neighborhood or other 
areas of  your town or 
city to check out the 
amazing Christmas 
lights along the way. 
Luke 2:5

What would YOU do 
if  a brilliant angel 
from God appeared 
in your home? Share 
how you would react.
Luke 2:9

16

Jesus’ name means “the Lord is 
salvation”! Share with each 
other what your name means. 
(Google is your friend for this.) 
Then share the story behind 
your name if  you know it.
Luke 2:21

24

Before opening gifts, take time to read 
the story of  God’s greatest gift of  
all time, Jesus, in Luke 1:26—2:21.

25

11

J
ourney through ever y day this Advent season,  discovering al l 

the places where God meets us with the promise of freedom,  joy, 

and life in the bir th of Jesus ,  the Christ!

ADVENT 2021

1
Advent! The star t of a new church 
year ! We remember Christ ’s bir th 
and look for the resurrected Christ 
to come into our hear ts in  new ways . 
Light one candle .  Read Luke 21:25-28.

Collect warm socks , 
thermal underwear,  and 
winter gloves for the 
Homeless Ministr y or 
order them online and 
have them delivered to 
the church.

Read Mark 13:1-8 We 
see signs of distress 
and confusion in  our 
daily journeys ,  and 
we search for signs of 
God’s activ ity along 
the way. What signs 
have gotten your 
attention today? 

Read Luke 1:68-79 aloud , 
slowly,  several times . 
What phrase speaks to 
you? What feeling does 
it  give? Strength? Peace? 
Hope?  Sit si lently in  the 
blessing of the phrase and 
the feeling .

Listen to James 
Finley ’s Advent 
meditation.   
https ://tinyurl .
com/56jhpt2y

Christmas Day ! Light five candles ,  read John 1:1-
14. Pray this breath prayer :  the light shines in the 
darkness/and the darkness did not overcome it .

Listen to The Deer ’s Cr y ” 
performed by VOCES8. Lyrics 
from St .  Brendan’s breastplate . 
Meditate on Christ in,  w ith, 
and before you ,  the fulfi l lment 
of your journey.  
https ://tinyurl .com/29z4s5wd 

Read ,  pray,  or sing the 
words of hymn #258 in 
the ELW, “Unexpected 
and Mysterious .”  
Reflect on “the 
momentar y meeting of 
eternity and time.” How 
is this myster y being 
revealed to you today?

Make a donation 
of shampoo and 
conditioner, 
deodorant , 
toothbrushes and 
toothpaste to the 
Food Pantr y,  or order 
them online and have 
them delivered to the 
church.

Listen to “The Road 
Home,” by VOCES8 Let it  
comfor t you in  the 
knowledge that the Advent 
journey is the road home, 
the road to Christ ,  to God, 
to love .  https ://tinyurl .
com/6v3dnckw

Read ,  pray,  or sing 
hymn #252,  “Each 
Winter As the Year 
Grows Older.” Pray 
this breath prayer : I 
am baptized / with 
spirit and fire.

Listen to “Be Sti l l ,  My 
Soul” performed by 
VOCES8. May this 
prayer bring peace 
to today ’s journey. 
https ://tinyurl .com/
vbw3wva9

Read Baruch 5:1-9. 
Close your eyes ,  and 
imagine yourself taking 
off any affl iction or 
sorrow you feel ,  as 
i f  it  were a garment . 
Imagine then God 
clothing you in  glor y. 
Pray this breath prayer : 
God leads /with joy 
and mercy

Read ,  pray,  or sing hymn #248 
in  the ELW, “People ,  Look 
East .”  Let it  train  your eyes on 
signs of hope today.

God’s advent ,  or 
coming in  Christ ,  w il l 
not always be gentle . 
Read Luke 21:25-28 
again. For courage this 
week ,  pray this breath 
prayer : stand up / 
raise your head

The second Sunday of 
Advent .  Light two candles 
and read Luke 3:1-6. The 
promise of salvation comes 
from wilderness .  What has 
been a wilderness experience 
for you?

Listen to Barbara 
Brown Taylor ’s Advent 
sermon on Luke 21:25-
28. The sermon begins 
at 24:15.
https ://tinyurl .
com/3dz237a7

Make a donation of 
hand lotion,  l ip balm, 
feminine hygiene 
products and toilet 
paper to the Food 
Pantr y,  or order them 
online and have them 
delivered to the church.

The Advent journey 
is almost over. 
“A promise l ives 
w ithin you now.” 
Listen to “May It 
Be ,” performed by 
VOCES8.  
https ://tinyurl .
com/4js8wetw

Listen to Fr.  R ichard Rohr ’s Advent meditation on 
the coming of the Universal Christ .  
https ://tinyurl .com/472ucakv

Read Zephaniah 
3:14-20. What words 
or images speak to 
your journey today? 
Sit quietly w ith 
them. Pray the breath 
prayer :  I  will/bring 
you home.

The four th Sunday 
of Advent .  Light four 
candles and read Luke 
1:39-55. Listen to the 
Magnificat from  
Holden Evening Prayer. 
https ://tinyurl .com/
y t xudwze

The third Sunday of Advent . 
Light three candles and 
read Luke 3:7-18. John the 
Baptist tel ls us how we can 
prepare for Christ ’s coming . 
What does the journey 
require of you today?

Read ,  pray,  or sing 
hymn #243 in  the 
ELW, “Lost in  the 
Night .” How does 
it  speak to your 
journey today?

Read Malachi 3:1-4. 
Many Advent tex ts give 
us images of the refining 
fire of purification. What 
associations do you have 
with fire? How might they 
open you to the purify ing 
power of Christ ’s spir it?




