
It has been more than 500 years since Martin Luther’s 

words went viral, thanks to what was then some cutting-

edge technology. In 1517, Luther’s famed 95 Theses helped 

spark the Protestant Reformation after they were distributed 

far and wide with the help of the printing press, the 16th 

century’s version of social media. Now his advice from a later 

letter, written in the midst of a 1527 pandemic, once again is 

making the rounds. Quotes from the letter appeared on social 

media as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to upended 

our lives this year. It is important for us to realize that this 

isn’t the first time people of faith have gone through this 

as we can read for ourselves in Luther’s treatise, “God and 

the Pandemic.” Luther wrote that letter in the midst of an 

outbreak of the bubonic plague in Wittenberg to respond to a 

Lutheran leader in Breslau, who asked whether a Christian ought to leave a city in the midst 

of a plague outbreak for someplace safer. In his treatise, Luther wrote:

“Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 

administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not 

needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, 

and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. … See, this is such a God-fearing faith 

because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.”
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Wartburg Castle is the 
location where Martin 

Luther went into hiding 
for 10 months and where 

he translated the New 
Testament from Greek.
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Luther himself had been 

ordered to leave the university 

in Wittenberg, where he taught. 

But, he refused. Instead, he and 

his pregnant wife, Katharina 

von Bora, a former nun who had 

learned some nursing skills in 

the cloister, stayed behind and 

opened a wing of their home as a 

clinic. Those who are responsible 

for the spiritual and physical 

well-being of others must not flee 

an outbreak, but rather stay and 

care for people in the midst of 

it, Luther advised. However, they 

also must be careful not to make 

matters worse. Just as Luther 

recommended that his readers 

take and administer medicine, we 

should encourage each other to 

follow today’s best science. Luther 

referred to those who did not take 

precautions to avoid becoming 

infected or risking infection 

of others “murderers.” Such 

harsh language is not called for in our current 

situation. But adhering to Luther’s call to “love 

the neighbor” is. For Luther, “love for

neighbor” is the ultimate criterion that 

Christians must use as they choose what to 

think and plan and do — not only during 

a time of pandemic but in all times, in all 

aspects of their lives. To be clear, 

Martin Luther did not invent the 

idea of caring for others during a 

pandemic. Historians point out 

that l historians attest, plagues 

have been around for a long time 

and have been opportunities for 

Christians to shine. The Antonine 

Plague of the 2nd century may have killed 

off 25% of the Roman Empire. Nevertheless, 

Christians cared for the victims and offered 

a spiritual and medical care. During another 

plague in the 4rd Century, the pagan Roman 

Emperor Julian complained about “the 

Galileans” (Christians) taking care of people  

who did not agree with their beliefs. Religious 

demographer and sociologist Rodney Stark 

states that there is a lot of evidence to suggest 

that in cities with Christian communities, the 

death rates due to plagues may have been half 

that of other cities.

Bethel has taken a measured, 

rational, and science-based 

approach based on the best 

science available at the time. 

Because of this, we are a witness 

to the community of “loving the 

neighbor.” There is no question 

that the pandemic and the public 

health mandates are cumbersome, annoying, 

and a pain in the neck. But, there is also 

no question that Bethel has the depth of 

character, the strength of spirit, the endurance 

of faith to do what is best for others and for the 

community. Pandemics do not last forever. This 

pandemic, too, will pass. Hang in there. We’ve 

got this! 
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For over 25 years, Bethel contributors and 

volunteer servers have been responsible 

for a noon meal at Luke House / the 

Community Meal Program.

The Covid pandemic changed the way 

that Bethel and other groups served the 

community, but food service 

continued un-interrupted. The 

dining room closed, and food 

was served mostly by Luke 

House staff as nine take-out 

meals each week. Commodities 

were purchased, not donated as 

before.

On September 1, Luke House “went live” 

with full meals, warm meals, served in the 

dining room. This is with careful consultation 

and in consideration of public health 

guidelines to assure safety for guests and 

volunteers alike. It must be a most welcome 

break from the take-away meals-in-a-bag that 

has been the fare since April 2020.

Church groups have been asked to return to 

their former serving menu and to serve the 

meal again. Many modifications have been 

made to the format of serving so that the 

mission can continue safely and comfortably.

In returning to this mission there is a 

very clear need for new food 

contributions and especially for 

new-or-returning servers. Food 

items are from a set menu, 

many items are purchased so no 

cooking skills are needed! Eight 

to ten servers are needed each 

time.

If you are immunized against Covid and 

willing to serve once a month or once in a 

while for about 4 hours over a noon hour (2nd 

Monday of each month), please contact Janet 

Johnson by email at janetjohnson44@mac.

com or phone 608.628.0729. 

LUKE HOUSE
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No 
cooking 
skills are 
needed!

NEW 
SERMON 
SERIES

The pandemic has had whole 

populations wearing masks 

to protect from the harmful virus. 

These physical masks we wear are 

not the only masks we wear. Many 

of us live our lives with a proverbial 

mask to cover up our pain, shame, 

guilt and insecurity. The good news 

of the gospel is that we do not 

have to pretend anymore; we can 

move beyond the masks and allow 

ourselves to be vulnerable with God 

and with others. This is the only way 

we heal and become whole people.

Oct 3 - Authenticity Starts with You

Oct 10 - Defusing Fears in 

Relationships

Oct 17 - How to Build Trust

Oct 24 - Building Real Community 

Community Meal Program



D ietrich Bonhoeffer was born in 1906 

and grew up in Berlin, Germany, amidst 

the political and economic realities that led 

to World War I.  When his older brother was 

killed in the war, Dietrich decided to become 

a pastor. He studied theology in Berlin earning 

his doctorate. 

However, it was a year of study in New York 

City and his immersion in the black church 

in Harlem that inspired his ideas about 

Christ, the church, and the church’s role in 

establishing social justice. It would be his 

understanding of the church as Christ’s body 

on earth that would later commit him to active 

resistance against the Nazi regime.

Bonhoeffer returned to Germany to teach, 

but by 1933 the National Socialist Party 

and its leader, Adolf Hitler, had risen to 

power. Bonhoeffer joined a group of pastors 

in establishing the Confessing Church, a 

breakaway group of Christians who resisted 

the complicity of church leaders with Nazi 

ideology and policies. Bonhoeffer directed an 

“underground” seminary that trained pastors 

for the Confessing Church until it was closed 

by the Gestapo in 1937.

By 1941, Bonhoeffer was forbidden to 

speak publicly or to publish any writings. 

Yet, he somehow managed to secure work 

in the German military intelligence service, 

positioning him to participate in a plan to 

overthrow the Nazi regime - including a 

conspiracy to assassinate Hitler. Bonhoeffer 

was arrested for this activity and imprisoned. 

Two years later, Hitler ordered the execution of 

the conspirators and Bonhoeffer was killed in 

April 1945. 

Who Was Dietrich Bonhoeffer?     
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GUEST 
SPEAKER

Dr. Craig Nessan

Dr. Craig L. Nessan is William 

D. Streng Professor for the 

Education and Renewal of the 

Church, Academic Dean, and 

Professor of Contextual Theology 

and Ethics at Wartburg Theological 

Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. He 

serves as Co-Editor of the online 

journal, Currents in Theology and 

Mission (www.currentsjournal.org).  

In addition to other articles, 

reviews, and books, Dr. Nessan 

is the author of Wilhelm Loehe 

and North America: Historical 

Perspective and Living Legacy 

(2020), The Integrity of the Body 

of Christ: Boundary Keeping as 

Shared Responsibility (2016—

with Arden Mahlberg), Shalom 

Church: The Body of Christ as 

Ministering Community (2010), 

Beyond Maintenance to Mission: 

A Theology of the Congregation 

(2010, Revised Edition). Dr. 

Nessan has been active in 

generating a Life of Faith Initiative 

in the ELCA (www.lifeoffaith.info).

DIETRICH   
   BONHOEFFER
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Sunday morning forums in October will 

focus on the life and 

writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Each of the first three sessions 

will include watching together 

and responding to a portion of 

the documentary, “Bonhoeffer: 

Pastor, Nazi Resistor, Martyr,” 

(Martin Doblmeier, 2003), 

and reading and reflecting 

on an excerpt or two from 

Bonhoeffer’s writings. Sessions 

will be held twice each Sunday, 

first at 9am and repeating at 10:30am.

The fourth session (10:30am only) on 

October 24, will feature a 

presentation by Dr. Craig 

Nessan of Wartburg Theological 

Seminary who has devoted 

much of his time and heart 

to the study of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. For those interested 

in going deeper, Dr. Nessan 

will stay through lunch and 

offer a workshop early Sunday 

afternoon. 

DIETRICH   
   BONHOEFFER

Recommended 
Reading

Discipleship, Fortress Press; New 

edition (May 28, 2003)

“A classic exposition of what it 

means to follow Christ in a modern 

world beset by a dangerous and 

criminal government.” that we 

needed more time together. So, 

Thursday Coffee Circles came to be.

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Pastor - Nazi Resistor - Martyr



Bethel’s congregation has given generously 

over the years to Bethel’s Homeless 

Ministry’s Clothing Closet which is again open 

in a larger area off the Pentecost room. We are 

seeking fall and winter clothing for both men 

and women. We are one of a few entities to 

dispense clothing to the homeless population 

and they have come to rely on our excellent 

assortment of seasonal clothing. Please 

consider donating clothing again to this  

worthy cause.

We have inventoried our clothing and would 

appreciate donations of the following:

Men’s shoes and boots, underwear (including 

thermal), sweatshirts with or without hoods, 

sweatpants, fleece jackets and vests, fall and 

winter jackets, winter gloves, socks and hats, 

wool shirts, jeans, belts, and sweaters.

Women’s underwear, including thermal, 

turtleneck tops, sweaters, fall and winter 

jackets, jeans/slacks, winter gloves, socks 

hats, and warm boots.

All sizes, especially large and extra-large are 

desired for both men and women.

Our homeless guests are very thankful for 

what we can provide, and often their clothing 

is quite limited. Donations can be dropped 

off at the Receptionist desk or taken to the 

Pentecost room on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

between 8:30am-4:30pm.

Thank you in advance for your gracious giving 

to a deserving population. 
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NURSERY 
DIRECTOR 

HIRED

My name is Dannelle Gay and I 

have been a Bethel Member 

for almost 30 years. I am delighted 

to be the new Director of the 

Nursery and Kids’ Corner for our 

church! I like to think that my real 

job title will be Chief Baby Cuddler.

I look forward to spending time 

with your littles and soon expanding 

our Kids’ Corner offerings so 

parents can have a “date night” 

once a month – stay tuned!

Feel free to come to me with any 

questions or concerns. 

HOMELESS MINISTRY 
CLOTHING CLOSET
Accepting Donations
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“It was a real eye-opener for me. I’ve heard 

that it’s difficult for former prisoners to 

re-establish themselves in the community, but 

I had no idea until I tried.”  

–WI Circuit Court Judge

“Eye-opener” best describes JustDane’s 

returning prisoner simulation – an experience 

Bethel members can try on Saturday, Oct 23 

from 9am-noon at Messiah Lutheran Church, 

5202 Cottage Grove Road. The simulation 

is part of ACTJAM’s look at racism and the 

justice system.   

The simulation is an authentic taste of what 

it’s like to return home from prison. “You 

taught me something I didn’t even know I had 

to learn,” said one past participant. 

Nearly everyone who goes to prison (95%) 

gets out. In Wisconsin, about 9,000 men and 

women return to our communities every year. 

Many find the deck stacked against them. 

 

Most people leave prison with strings attached 

in the form of probation or parole rules. 

Violating them can send a person back to 

prison. In 2020, more people were admitted 

to Wisconsin prisons for breaking probation or 

parole rules (2,505) than were sentenced to 

prison for committing a crime (2,486). 

 

Fear of being sent back to prison fills the 

reentry process with anxiety and uncertainty. 

For people without a stable home, family or 

financial means, navigating the rules ranges 

from burdensome to impossible, contributing 

to Wisconsin’s reincarceration rate of 40% 

within three years of release.  

The simulation role-plays people released from 

prison navigating a return to the world outside. 

Given a to-do list that includes contact 

with a parole officer, securing housing, job 

and transportation, taking care of medical 

needs, participants experience the difficulty 

completing so many prescribed activities with 

few resources to help them.

PRISON REENTRY SIMULATION
Walk In The Shoes of Someone Just Released From Prison

Bethel is partnering with Messiah 

to offer the simulation from 

JustDane (formerly Madison Area 

Urban Ministry). There is no cost 

to participate although registration 

is required by Oct 8, using the link 

below.   A donation at the door to 

Madison Area Jail Ministry (MAJM) 

or JustDane is appreciated.

Register here: 

https://bit.ly/2WYJsA1

Local organizations with faith-

based roots -- JustDane, Nehemiah, 

and Madison Area Jail Ministry 

– improve the odds of success 

for returning citizens yet depend 

on the community to help.  This 

simulation helps us learn what 

we’re stepping up to and why.  

Also in October ACTJAM will host 

info sessions with JustDane and 

Madison Area Jail Ministry. 
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Bethel is excited to bring back the 

Saturday, 5pm 

Acoustic Causal 

worship service. We 

have listened to your 

requests to bring back 

the Sat 5pm service 

which has been on 

hiatus since the 

pandemic started in 

March 2020. This worship service is a more 

laid back, informal style and open to all. Come 

and check it out!

The Contemporary worship service has moved 

from 11am to 10:30am 

to allow for two times the 

fun and education for 

both the Kids’ Ministry 

and Adult Education. By 

adjusting the worship 

by 30 minutes, it allows 

Bethel to have two sets of 

Kids’ Ministry activities 

and adult forums throughout the morning. 

Same great music at a new time! 

NEW TIMES, NEW DAYS
Worship Changes at Bethel

Worship Times: Sunday at 7:30am & 9am - Traditional; 10:30am - Contemporary
Saturday at 5pm - Acoustic Casual

bethel_madison Bethel.Lutheran.Madison.WI

bethelmadison BethelLutheranTV

ROCKTOBERFEST
October 1 

6-8pm

Combine great local beer, an 

electrifying Rock Band (Road 

Trip), enough food for an army, 

and hundreds of great friends and 

neighbors partying in the parking 

lot and you have the makings of 

Rocktoberfest at Bethel. 

Martin Luther was known as a 

brilliant religious thinker, a lover 

of music, and a devout drinker of 

beer. Of course, it didn’t hurt that 

his wife, Katie a former nun, ran 

her own brewery business. Because 

changing the world is hard work, 

unwinding with friends is just what 

the doctor ordered. You’re invited 

to do the same. Bring your friends 

and neighbors for a celebration that 

only Bethel can bring to life.

Bring your friends. Bring your cash. 

Wine and beer are available for 

purchase with a valid ID. 


