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Parking

•	 Street Parking

•	 Bethel Parking Lot (off of W. Gorham St)

•	 State Street Capitol Parking Garage 
diagonal from Bethel on North Carroll St. 
Parking vouchers available

Registration
Register Online:  
www.bethel-madison.org/summit

Cost
Individual: $20

Member of a Group: $15

Walk-Ins: $25

Deadline: Tues, Sept 7

Schedule of Events
 
8:00am	 Registration & Refreshments

8:45am	 Welcome

9:00am	 Keynote - Dr. Ron Diamond

10:00am	 Break

10:30am	 Breakout Session 1

	 Thea O’Connor

	 Matt Julian, LCSW

	 Dylan & Nancy Abraham

11:45am	 Lunch

12:30pm	 Keynote - Hector Colón

1:30pm	 Breakout Session 2

	 Thea O’Connor

	 Matt Julian, LCSW

	 Dylan & Nancy Abraham

2:30pm	 Break

3:00pm	 Panel Discussion

4pm	 Evaluations



JOIN US

for the 1st Annual Madison Summit for Homeless 
Support (New Strategies for Mental Health 
Support)!

We are excited to offer this engaging opportunity for 
you and your organization! 

This Summit will allow us to gather in one place 
to learn from our talented keynote and breakout 
session presenters! We have included time 
throughout the day to network, socialize and learn 
from the collective knowledge that each attendee 
brings. 

Caring for people who struggle with mental illness 
in our homeless community can be overwhelming. 
It is our sincere desire that you leave the Summit 
spirited and energized, ready to take on the 
challenges and barriers that get in your way with a 
renewed sense of purpose.  

We look forward to seeing YOU at the Summit!

2021 Homeless Summit Planning Team

	
	

KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS

Common Mental Health Challenges in Mental 
Health Populations

Dr. Ronald Diamond is a 
Madison psychiatrist with 45 
years of experience treating 
persons with severe and 
persistent mental illnesses, 
such as Schizophrenia 
and Bipolar Disorder. As a 
community psychiatrist, Dr. 
Diamond also has expertise 
in emergency psychiatry, and 

for many years served as the Medical Director of 
Journey Mental Health. He has also been a member 
of the faculty of the UW Department of Psychiatry. 
Dr. Diamond Graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania Medical School with a psychiatry 
residency at Stanford Medical School. 

Successful Strategies to Combat Homelessness and 
Provide Mental Health Support

Hector Colón is a servant-
leader who is President and 
CEO of Lutheran Social 
Services of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan. Hector 
ushered in a dramatic turn-
around for LSS by adapting 
the LSS mission and 
organization with new models 
and business strategies that 

focused on increased viability for employees and 
clients. Prior to LSS, Hector served six years as 
director of Milwaukee County Health and Human 
Services, when the department achieved a 58% 
reduction in Milwaukee County’s uninsured rate, 
reduced chronic homelessness by more than 75%, 
and pushed to move Milwaukee County youths out 
of the state’s juvenile prisons in northern Wisconsin 
and return them to the county. In addition, he led 
several county-wide initiatives, including efforts 
to reform the juvenile justice system, end chronic 
homelessness, transform mental health care, and 
eliminate a 30-year waitlist for disabilities services.

BREAKOUT  SPEAKERS
 
Dylan and Nancy Abraham: Dylan Abraham is a 
man who has lived experience with Schizophrenia 
and has been a speaker throughout the country, 
creating understanding about mental illness. He  
has published poetry portraying the world through 
his lenses and has made a documentary about 
himself and others with a mental illness who have 
cobbled together a successful life. His mother, 
Nancy, became a fierce advocate for Dylan and 
was one of the founders of the National Alliance 
for Mental Illness, which got its start in Madison 
and has become a national movement. She is the 
recipient of both the Jackie Onassis Award and the 
Jefferson Award.

Matt Julian, LCSW: Matt is a social worker at 
Unity Point Meriter Hospital providing outreach for 
homeless people. His background is multifaceted, 
having worked with child protective services, 
Journey Mental Health, Bayside, and the Dane 
County Jail, all positions which involve services to 
persons who may have both a mental illness and 
housing instability. His clients have been seen as 
patients at Meriter. 

Thea O’Connor: Thea has been with Church Health 
Services, Inc. since 2012. She started in the 
medical clinic part time to keep busy after her 
husband’s job brought them to the Midwest. Thea 
quickly became in charge of the accounting and 
finance functions of the organization and became the 
Executive Director in 2017. Thea had a long career 
in the for-profit sector specializing in Administration 
and Finance while living on the West Coast. She 
serves on the boards of the Beaver Dam Area 
Community Theatre, Beaver Dam Area Community 
Foundation, The Gathering Source (a local food 
pantry), Downtown Beaver Dam, and is on the 
Police and Fire Commission for the City of Beaver 
Dam and the Wellness Advisory Board for the City 
of Waupun. Thea is committed to bringing focus 
and services to mental health in her community 
especially for the low-income children and adults 
who have difficulty accessing the care they need.


