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Walk with Him.

In April of 2010 a fireball with the 
bright force of 20 tons of TNT and 
a sonic boom lit up the Wisconsin 

night sky. You may remember 
that. Rock Hounds and meteorite 
chasers from around the world soon 
converged in 
the southwest 
part of the 
state, some 
on hands and 
knees, looking 
for remnants 
of the 
extraterrestrial 
traveler. Bob 
Verish was 
among those 
intrepid thrill 
seekers. He 
arrived later 
than others 
but found 
his meteorite 
nonetheless. 
Growing up 
in Odessa, TX (West Texas), I was 
treated to the thrill of meteorites and 
craters at an early age. A twenty-
minute drive due south from my 
childhood home lay a meteor crater 
punched into the ground from about 
65,000 years ago. I would visit 
that site from time to time with my 
parents, and brother and sister. Later 

in life, when I had my own family, 
I took them to roam around in the 
crater and look for meteorites. I still 
have all those that I found, carefully 
positioned in a display case in our 
Fitchburg home. While the 2010 

Wisconsin meteorite did not leave 
a crater, there have been other 
meteorites that have left craters in 
Wisconsin. Close to 450 million years 
ago, a meteorite that was probably 
560 feet round slammed down near 
Rock Elm, Wisconsin producing a 
crater almost 4 miles in diameter. 
Another impact site, the Grover Bluff 

DEEP IMPACT EXTRATERRETRIALS:
The Future for Our Covid Interrupted Lives

site, which is close to 5 miles in 
diameter is near Westfield. 

You might not notice these sites if 
you didn’t know what to look for. 
That’s because over time, the bowl-

like basins of 
these huge 
craters that 
were gouged 
out of the 
ground by 
massive 
meteorites 
traveling 
78,000 
miles per 
hour were 
gradually 
filled-in with 
sediment. 
And those 
high rising 
ridges at the 
outer edges 
lifting up 

above the crater were quite simply 
ground down -- eroded by millions 
of years of wind, rain and glaciers. 
At this point, these traumatic events 
are just distant memories, barely 
detectable, filled with new species of 
plant and animals, just new life. 

cont on next page
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Wrestling with Love
New Sermon Series: Aug 2- Sept 13

Sometimes loving others feels like stepping into the 
ring. Take the normal everyday relationships in life, 
add a worldwide pandemic, personal isolation, social 
unrest, political animosity, and economic uncertainty, 
and you have the makings of a World Wrestling League 
bout between loved ones, neighbors, or even strangers. 
Fortunately for us, the Bible is full of insight and 
counsel on how to handle such situations. Join us 
at Bethel for Pastor Mike’s new series of messages: 
WRESTLING WITH LOVE, from Aug 2 – Sept 13.

Aug 2 – Strengthening Your Core
Aug 9 – Handling the Anger
Aug 16 – Turning Conflict on Its Head
Aug 23 – Breaking Free of Abuse
Aug 30 – Taking People Pleasing to the Mat
Sept 6 – Escaping Religious Traps
Sept 13 – Walking Away a Winner 

Join us at the Alliant Energy Center Parking Lot on 
Saturday, July 25 at 7pm for a special family worship 
(30-40min) and then watch Disney's Finding Nemo 
movie!

Saturday, July 25 at 7pm
Alliant Energy Center Parking Lot
30-40min worship followed by Disney’s Finding Nemo 
movie

More info: www.bethel-madison.org/nemo

Have a question or concern in advance of the event? 
Email cindy@bethel-madison.org. 

Drive-In Family Worship 
& Movie
Saturday, July 25 at 7pm

cont from previous page

There are moments in life when something hits us 
hard and lands deep, changing the look of our lives 
and all that surrounds them. These traumatic events 
shake us with explosive force. Yet, over time, a natural 
course of events begins to occur. The craters begin to 
fill. Rough edges become smoother. New shoots of life 
push heavenward.  In the future, we will look and know 
that it took place, but its impact has worn away. And 
we become freer. This is how the Spirit of Jesus works 
in our lives, blowing, filling, raising to new life. This is 
how we will remember this time of pandemic. Yes, it 
has been hard, even traumatic for us as individuals, as 
communities, and as a nation. It is likely to get harder 
still. But someday its negative impact on us will be a 
distant memory. So much so that we will have to remind 
ourselves that it took place. 

–Mike Brown, Lead Pastor

Pastor Mike invites you to a six-week orientation class 
to life at Bethel. The class will include elements of 
Bethel’s teachings on what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus, how to understand the Bible, the meaning of 
the Lord’s Supper and baptism, how to get involved at 
Bethel, and many other subjects. Since booklets will 
be sent by US mail, pre-registration is encouraged. 
Bethel 101 will meet on Wed evenings from 7-8:30pm. 
To pre-register, please email pastormikebrown@bethel-
madison.org. This class is open to all people, members, 
non-members, and the simply Bethel-curious. 

New Member Orientation
Bethel 101 Class; Sept 2-30



In the coming weeks (late July and August) throughout 
Dane County, Bethel folks will be gathering at local 
parks for food, fellowship and fun. There will be an 
optional activity to participate in, a game called Kubb. 
We will be following COVID-19 guidelines to keep 
ourselves and others safe. 

Dates & Locations - 5:30-8pm:
July 23 - Tollefson Park, Verona
July 30 - Orfan Shelter, Sun Prairie
Aug 6 - Vilas, Madison
Aug 13 - Elver, Madison
Aug 20 - Burrows, Maple Bluff
Aug 27 - Governor Nelson State Park, Middleton

Food by 'Food Junkies': Tacos (GF, vegetarian or meat), 
salad bowl and fruit bowl for $10/person or $25/family. 
Payment options are text to give (text BLC to 73256) or 
cash/check night of the event.

Cost: $10/person or $25/family 

Sign-up here: www.bethel-madison.org/kubb

Don't know what Kubb is? 
Bottom line, it is a fun 
and safe game for people 
of all ages and athletic 
abilities. Teams of two or 
more will compete. The 
ultimate winner of each 
Neighborhood Picnic event 
will move on to the Bethel 
Kubb Finals in September. 

–Nurturing Team

Bethel Neighborhood 
Picnics

A group of 25 high school students gathered in the 
Bethel sanctuary a few weeks ago to hold each other 
in love and grief, celebrating and mourning the life of 
one of their friends. Many families are led to make the 
hard choice to gather in smaller numbers for funerals, 
and this was the case for this young person's family: 
the funeral attendance was limited to immediate family 
only. 

Unable to gather for the funeral, responding to the 
needs of the group to honor their friend, this friend 
group provided for each other something deeply rooted 
in God's vision for us as a community. In times of 
chaos, despair, and grief, others can prepare a safe 
space for us to just be held--held by God, through each 
other's arms. 

Caleb Swanson, son of Pr. John Swanson, member of 
the Bethel Youth Group, and deeply compassionate 
and wise young person, organized with his friend group 
a memorial to honor their friend, after passing away 
a week prior at 19 years old. This is beautiful. I am 
moved to my core thinking about the way that we can 
take care of each other, and have the courage to hold 
each other and be held. God works through organizers 
like Caleb, and we are so grateful that he is on our 
team. 

–Rachel Brown
Director of Youth Ministries

Coming Together for a 
Friend



Connect online to a special video event sponsored 
by Bethel’s Caring for Creation and Caring for 
Social Justice groups. The centerpiece is an encore 
presentation of Professor Jonathan Patz’s brilliant 2020 
Earth Day talk that links two urgent global concerns: 
the threats to human health from viral pandemics and 
environmental degradation. As relevant now as it was 
in April, the presentation will be hosted live by two 
members of Bethel’s re-opening task force, Craig Gjerde 
and Greg Moses, who will also respond to viewers’ 
questions after the video presentation. This event will 
occur this week only in lieu of Pastor Mike’s usual 
Tuesday Fireside Chat.  

UW-Madison Professor 
Jonathan Patz, a co-recipient 
of the 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize, is one of the world’s 
leading authorities on public 
health, especially its relation 
to environmental and climate 
change.

Caring for Creation
Preventing the Next Pandemic: Urgency for a Planetary Health Approach

Plagues and pandemics are not only part of our 
culture–they are caused by it. Viral diseases like Ebola, 
HIV-AIDS, Dengue fever and now COVID-19 originate 
in animal hosts but spill over to and spread among 
humans when environmental factors align. These factors 
include urbanization, international travel, pollution, 
and land-use and climate changes. Restoring planetary 
health will reduce the risk of future pandemics and 
benefit human health in many ways. 

Caring for Creation Leadership Group: Todd Fansler, 
Faith Fitzpatrick, David Knuti, Sigrid Knuti, John & 
Giselz Kutzbach, Wilda Nilsestuen, Tom Solheim

Caring for Social Justice Leadership Group:
Susan Bruckman, Kris Fansler, Aileen Kacvinsky, Ann 
Leon, Wilda Nilsestuen, Dana Lund Rice 

Caring for Creation (C4C)
www.bethel-madison.org/caring-creation

Caring for Social Justice (C4SJ)
www.bethel-madison.org/caring-social-justice

July 21   |   7pm   |   Online Event
Login Link Available Here: www.bethel-madison.org/c4c



There’s nothing like some good clean fun! And Horizons 
has been thinking of you! In less than an hour, you are 
transported to another world of beautiful nature. The 
socially distanced outdoor party / picnic with food and 
music will happen on Aug 16. Join us for some fun, sun 
and fellowship! There will be something for everyone! 
Bethel Horizons Camp is located near Dodgeville at 
4651 Co Rd ZZ, Dodgeville, WI 53533. 

–Mike Brown, Lead Pastor

Outdoor Party / Picnic
Bethel Horizons Camp on August 16

Camping - Adamah Art Center (18+) - Giant Swing and 
Zip Line - Rock Climbing and Rappelling - Giant Slip 
n'Slide - Guided Hiking/Canoe - and more experiences 

at Bethel Horizons!

ALL FOR $100 OR LESS!
and we would like to cover your expenses

up to $100/trip out to Horizons.

We put aside scholarship 
money to help Bethel 
kids attend camp at 
Bethel Horizons this 
summer. With no camp, 
we would like to get your 
and your family out of 
the house safely to spend 
quality time together at 
Bethel Horizons! Details 

here: https://tinyurl.com/y85v72vc.

Questions? Email cindy@bethel-madison.org 

Are You Looking for Fun 
& Safe Things for Your 
Family to do this Summer?

New Member Spotlight
Chris, Gina, Ruby & June Witt

We moved to Madison from Illinois just over 5 years 
ago. We’ve been looking for a church with deep roots 
in helping the community, and an invigorated youth 
program. We think God has brought us to Bethel, & we 
thankfully pray that we can help to grow the church.  



When we need hope, courage, love, and reassurance 
that God is with us, where can we go? This summer’s 
@ home Vacation Bible Camp, “From Generation to 
Generation," reminds us to look to the stories of people 
who have lived before us. In the old stories of our 
biblical relatives - Abraham, Sarah, Joseph, David, 
Mary, Paul, and Lydia - we see how God’s love and 
presence was steadfast throughout the generations. 
We take heart that God’s faithfulness to our ancestors 
continues to us. God’s love is forever, from the long 
ago past to this very moment - from generation to 
generation!

VBC @ Home has something for everyone, ALL 
GENERATIONS, via the Bethel website. From Now-
August 22 each week will include:

• Bible Study: pre-recorded for children and in-person 
Zoom bible study for youth/adults

• Activity Bank: videos introducing craft and 
environmental projects 

• Connection Activity: to apply the message of the 
week to your daily life and community

• Music and/or Movement Activity: featuring Bethel 
and Horizons familiar faces!

• Candle Talk: discussion prompts via video from 
Bethel Pastors and others to encourage creating a 
safe, judgement-free zone for families and friends 
converse about their faith. 

VBC @ Home for All Generations
Now-Aug 22

KICKOFF!
Sunday, July 19 from 12-2pm 
VBC @ Home Popsicle Pick-Up
Bethel Parking Lot
Stop by between 12-2pm to pick up your VBC @ Home 
materials, take a kick-off photo and enjoy a popsicle! 
Please wear a mask. We will have hand sanitizer and 
all Bethel staff/volunteers will wear masks and practice 
social distancing 

–Cindy Terhune-Melrose
Coordinator of Sunday School & Family Ministry



Thursday Daily Devotion email for joining this group. 
Send any questions to Pam Shellberg at pam@bethel-
madison.org. 

Use Amazon Smile and Donate to Bethel - Do you shop 
online using Amazon? Did you know you can donate to 
Bethel by doing your regular shopping through Amazon? 
By using Amazon Smile, they will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your purchase automatically to Bethel!

How can you set this up? It’s Easy!
1. Go to: http://smile.amazon.com (we recommend 

bookmarking this page for easy accessing)
2. Under the search bar click on the word 

“Supporting” in orange letters.
3. Select “Change your charity”.
4. Type “Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison, WI” 
5. Click the Search Button.
6. Click the Select button.

That’s it! You will now be donating to Bethel every time 
you make a purchase. (Remember to use the Amazon 
Smile web page as that is how Amazon tracks your 
purchases for donation. If you use the regular Amazon 
page, your donation won’t be recorded.) Your Contact: 
christal@bethel-madison.org

TEXT TO GIVE - Text “BLC” to 73256 to give.

GIVE ONLINE - www.bethel-madison.org/giveonline

Bethel Now on Instagram - Scan the image below to 
follow us!

VIEW MORE OPPORTUNITIES: www.bethel-madison.org/events

ALL THINGS BETHEL, ALL THE TIME: bethelmadison.org

Puerto Rico Mission Trip (Apr 20-27, 2021) - As we 
are all adjusting to the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s time to 
start thinking of the 21st annual mission trip to Puerto 
Rico, which will take place April 20-27, 2021. It is a 
fun filled trip and an opportunity to meet some amazing 
people. Applications are already coming in and we will 
be limited to 19 people. You can find the application 
on the Bethel website (www.bethel-madison.org/pr) 
or contact Phil Ingwell at pingwell60@gmail.com or 
608.535.0777. We look forward to speaking with you.

Fireside Chats with Pastor Mike - Pastor Mike will be 
sitting down with you virtually and answering questions 
you have for him during his Tuesday Fireside Chats 
live-streamed on Facebook at 7pm (or it can be viewed 
on YouTube any time after 8pm). If you have any 
questions you would like to ask him, please send them 
to christal@bethel-madison.org.

Wednesday Night Live Streamed Lord’s Supper - Join us 
on Wednesdays at 6:30pm for the Lord’s Supper. Just 
because we are unable to meet in person for worship 
doesn’t mean we can’t share the Lord’s meal. There 
are few features more central to the life and teaching 
of Jesus than the common meal. Every Wednesday 
until we are able to celebrate in person, a pastor will 
lead us in a live-streamed Lord’s Supper at 6:30pm on 
Bethel’s Facebook or you can watch any time after 8pm 
on our YouTube channel. Of course, no Lord’s Supper 
is complete without the bread and wine (or juice). So, 
everyone is asked to have wine/juice and bread ready for 
the evening’s communion (any type of bread and wine/
juice will work). A pastor will lead the blessing over the 
internet. We will all share the body and blood together 
and the goodness of God.

Contemplative Scripture Reading on Thursdays 
(Interactive) - Join Pam Shellberg for a time of 
interactive, contemplative scripture reading. During 
each 45-minute period, we will read a passage from 
scripture and reflect on it by way of the ancient practice 
of lectio divina. This involves engaging the scripture 
with our minds, imaginations, and hearts – along with 
good measures of silence and sharing. This will happen 
in “real-time,” and you will be able to join in as part 
of a video conference (if you have a webcam on your 
computer) or by phone. Links will be provided in the 



SUNDAY, JULY 19
7:45a Worship Service (live-stream on Facebook &  
 YouTube)
9:00a Worship Service (viewed on Facebook &  
 YouTube)
10:00a Virtual Coffee Hour (Zoom - Interactive)
11:15a Worship Service (live-stream on Facebook &  
 YouTube)

MONDAY, JULY 20
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)
12:00p Food Pantry Open 1-3pm (MWF) 

TUESDAY, JULY 21
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)
7:00p Fireside Chats with Pastor Mike (live-stream  
 Facebook)
8:00a Fireside Chats with Pastor Mike (YouTube)

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)
7:00p Lord's Supper (live-stream Facebook)
8:00p Lord's Supper (YouTube)

THURSDAY, JULY 23
8:00a Second Harvest Delivery
8:30a Men's Current Christian Concerns (Zoom -  
 Interactive)
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)
10:00a Contemplative Scripture Reading with Pam  
 Shellberg (Zoom - Interactive)
8:30p Contemplative Scripture Reading with Pam  
 Shellberg (Zoom - Interactive)

FRIDAY, JULY 25
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)

SATURDAY, JULY 26
9:00a Daily Devotion (Email)
9:30a Food Pantry Open 9:30-11:30am

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor Mike Brown - Lead Pastor
pastormike@bethel-madison.org

Pastor John O. Swanson - Director of Congregational Life
jswanson@bethel-madison.org

Sunday Flowers:
June 28: Altar Flowers were given in memory of Alice 
Hansen by the Inspiration Circle.
July 5: Altar Flowers were given by Maureen & Jeff 
Bittner.
July 12: Altar Spray were given by Bethel Homeless 
Ministry in Thanks & Memory of Alice Hansen
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8 PENTECOST
Pastor John O. Swanson - July 19 at 7:45, 9am & 11:15am

9 PENTECOST
Pastor John O. Swanson - June 26 at 7:45, 9am & 11:15am


