
ACTS 10:1-16    In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it 
was called. 2He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to 
the people and prayed constantly to God. 3One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which 
he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, ‘Cornelius.’ 4He stared at him in terror and 
said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ He answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before 
God. 5Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; 6he is lodging with Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’ 7When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his 
slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8and after telling them everything, 
he sent them to Joppa.             9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching 
the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and 
while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw the heaven opened and something like a 
large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12In it were all kinds of four-
footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.’ 14But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’       
15The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’  
16This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
 
 

 
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION 
 
How, when, where do you experience hesitation? What kinds of circumstances cause you to hesitate? 
How does the title of this study, “Now go without hesitation,” strike you?  
 
 
Reflect on the changes you’ve experienced in the Christian tradition and your own Christian faith over 
the course of your lifetimes. Where/when has your faith been challenged? What traditions do you 
remember that are no longer kept? What do you miss? How does your spiritual/religious life look the 
same as years ago? How does it look/feel different today? Have you ever known Peter’s confusion or his 
sense of recoil at changes you’ve seen? Has the tradition changed in ways that seem foolish or have 
been stumbling blocks for you? 
 
 
Take some time to reflect on individual experiences of the Christian tradition and of our Christian faith, 
over the course of lifetimes – can we identify points, where we can see how political/cultural/social 
forces influenced how Christianity has looked over the years? Can we identify points where the Christian 
tradition changed, pivoted? Can we identify the contexts in which the circumstances around created in 
us some kind of crisis of faith? 
 
 
Do the images of Peter recoiling and the person hiking in the fog speak to your experiences of crises of 
faith – or encouragement to faith, changes in the Christian tradition in your lifetime, and/or how you are 
experiencing moving ahead in faith today? How so? How do the images capture our experiences of 
hesitation? 

 


