
SESSION FIVE: “GOD KNOWS THE HUMAN HEART” 
 

ACTS 15:1-12 
 
1Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 
and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to 
discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the church, and as 
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought 
great joy to all the believers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged 
to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep 
the law of Moses.” 
 

6The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After there had been much debate, Peter 
stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I 
should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become 
believers. 8And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did 
to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore 
why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor 
we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, just as they will.” 
 

12 The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders 
that God had done through them among the Gentiles. 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION  
 

What does this story mirror back to us about our communal life? 

In what ways, in what aspects of our lives are we like those  
hesitating Jewish Christians of the first-century? 
 

What has this story illuminated about our experiences of hesitation?  

What do we argue about, make distinctions about?  

What distinctions do we cling to? What judgments do we persist  
in making? 
 

Can we look through those for what is really at stake for us when we  
find ourselves afraid to loosen our grip? 
 

How can we lean into the promise of a life beyond this  
present splendor?  

 

 

Yet always there is another life, 

A life beyond this present knowing, 

A life lighter than this present splendor, 

Brighter, perfected and distant away, 

Not to be reached but to be known, 

Not an attainment of the will 

But something illogically received, 

A divination, a letting down 

From loftiness, misgivings dazzlingly 

Resolved in dazzling discovery. 

 
-Wallace Stevens, from “The Sail” 


