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Walk with Him.

It is a common thing for people to have 
mixed feelings around Christmas. Bright 
packages, holiday desserts, festive 
music, and colorful gifts are all around. 
But, so can the memory of loved ones, 
stresses, and hopes unfulfilled. As I think 
back on past Christmas celebrations, 
there is one that really stands-out in my 
mind. I don’t 
remember 
the year 
exactly. But, 
I was in High 
School. My 
Aunt Hazel 
stayed with 
us over the 
Christmas 
holidays. 
Actually, 
Hazel was my 
great aunt, 
the sister of my father’s mother. She was 
an amazing woman with bright red hair, 
flashing blue eyes, and a smile as big as 
the sky. It was impossible not to feel safe 
and loved around her. So down to earth 
and full of life, her laughter and humor 
would only be drowned-out by the sighs 
and gasps of other family members at 
her comments and jokes. She was a bit 
of a scandal. She was smart, beautiful, 
and could cuss like a sailor. I can still 
hear my mother saying “Oh Hazel!”

 Hazel never gave birth or adopted any 
children. Perhaps that is why she was so 

affectionate and giving to her nieces and 
nephews. I never tired of being in her 
presence. That one Christmas morning 
in my parents’ small living room, after 
most of the gifts had been opened and 
shared, she gave me hers. I had never 
had a gift from Hazel and had no idea 
what to expect. It was a pretty big 

box, about 
the size 
of a small 
TV. Once 
I opened 
it, my eyes 
about 
popped-
out of my 
head. It was 
the most 
beautiful 
thing I had 
ever seen: 

an expertly crafted and brightly colored 
afghan. She had made it herself over 
the course of several months of working 
through her arthritis. I cherished it 
then and I cherish it now. Through 
all the years of moving from one city 
to another, one state to another, 
I have never lost track of it. Even 
now whenever I feel ill or blue, I will 
sometimes just wrap-up in the magic 
afghan and remember her love. She was 
truly a person who was “bananas” about
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me. Having it around me takes me back to her smile, and 
laughter, and scandal.   

Looking back at the birth of Jesus so long ago, or at least 
what I can read about it in the Bible, I see the same 
smiling, laughter, and scandal. The angel says that Jesus’s 
birth is a matter of “good news of great joy for all the 
people”. Good news! Great joy! Birth! New Life! New 
possibilities! Unforeseen opportunities! Smiles! Laughter! 
But, with a heavy dose of scandal. The savior of the world 
enters the world as a child of an unwed Jewish peasant. 
His parentage under a cloud of suspicion. Oh, the rumors 
Mary must have endured! Yet, as we see the story unfold, 
Jesus regularly scandalizes comfortably religious people 
in his day. He didn’t quite fit in polite society. His laughter 
and joy were contagious. His spirit was irrepressible. His 
push-back against the world’s hate was offensive. 

People often come to the Christmas season with mixed 
feelings. True, it is a mixed-bag. But my hope for you, dear 
friends, is that, among variety of feelings you experience 
this season, you experience the smile, the laughter, and 
scandalous love of a God who is “bananas” about you. 

–Mike Brown
Lead Pastor

Hear My Voice: Thank You

Thank you, Bethel! Generous Bethel donors raised $404.50 
to purchase copies of Hear My Voice: A Prison Prayer Book 
for prisoners in Wisconsin’s prison system. Hear My Voice is a 
new 240-page book of prayers and devotions from the ELCA 
and Augsburg Fortress written for people behind bars by 
people who have been or are currently behind bars or engaged 
in prison ministry. Bethel sent 24 copies to the chaplain at 
Columbia Correctional Institution in Portage and 20 copies to 
the chaplain at Jackson Correctional in Black River Falls.  

Hear My Voice includes grace-filled devotions that follow 
the seasons of the church year and prayers for people and 
events in the life of a prisoner. There are prayers for cellmates, 
enemies, victims, friends, family, correctional officers, and 
lawyers and judges. There are prayers for “ordinary days” in 
the life of a prisoner: before sentencing, solitary confinement, 
parenting from prison, loneliness, missing nature, depression, 
assault, thoughts of suicide, death row, and leaving prison. 
There are prayers too of joy and thankfulness.  

More information about Hear My Voice is on the Augsburg 
Fortress website. For more information about distributing 
Hear My Voice to prisons in Wisconsin, contact Ann Leon, 
annleon53@gmail.com. 

–Ann Leon

Epiphany Bible Study: 
Leaving for Your Own Country by 
Another Way

A study of Bible texts for the Epiphany season
led by Pam Shellberg
Sunday mornings, 10:15-11:15
January 19 and 26, February 2 and 9. 

A Table for 3 Generations
I enjoyed meeting two young 

Bethel families. One family had two 
elementary students. One never has 
the opportunity to meet children on 

Sunday mornings and this was special 
to meet a young family. Now I will 

look for them at Bethel.    

"
–Carolyn "



CARING FOR CREATION: 
The Future of Nuclear Energy in a 

Carbon Constrained World

America is ambivalent about nuclear power despite its major 
contribution to the nation’s energy supply for seventy years 
without a disaster or fatality. Disasters abroad, bankrupt and 
dismantled plants, failed construction projects, plus fear of 
nuclear waste have led some to view nuclear power as a dying 
industry. A very different point of view is held by Professor 
Michael Corradini, a distinguished nuclear engineer and co-
author of a major policy study on the future of nuclear power. 
This study concludes, “The main value of nuclear power going 
forward is its potential contribution to the decarbonization 
electrical power production” (that is, the near elimination of 
greenhouse gas emissions). Nuclear’s unique contribution is to 
provide large amounts of non-carbon “dispatchable” electricity 
to fill the gaps in availability of solar and wind renewables 
on a daily and seasonal basis. The study proves that without 
the balancing nuclear contribution, the way to deep 
decarbonization becomes prohibitably expensive. Corradini is 
aware that new nuclear capacity is currently too expensive, but 
his study identifies new technology (such as smaller modular 
reactors) which is under development. He will describe the 
technical, business and government action needed for our 
future.    

Michael L. Corradini is an expert on 
nuclear engineering and energy policy 
issues. He is a co-author of the recent 
study, “The Future of  Nuclear Energy 
in a Carbon Constrained World” with 
colleagues from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. This study 
definitively explores the potential 
contribution of nuclear power to the 
fight against climate change. Corradini 
is Emeritus Professor of Nuclear 

Engineering and Engineering Physics at the University of 
Wisconsin, and was Department Chair from 2001-2011 and 
a founder of the Wisconsin Energy Institute. His scientific 
interests emphasize reactor operation, reactor safety, 
reprocessing, and risk assessment. He has served on many 
national policy bodies including the Department of Energy 
Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee. 

This is one of five forums C4C will offer this year. The full 
schedule is available in the current C4C/C4SJ brochure, at the 
reception desk and online at www.bethel-madison.org/caring-
creation. 

– David Knuti
Caring for Creation Team Member 
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Family Conversations

What do these 4 things What do these 4 things 
have in common?have in common?

“Mom! This is the best church ever!”

“I can’t believe I got to play football at 
CHURCH!”

“Pastor John, when are we doing this 
again?!”

After comments like that, getting another 
tailgate gathering on the calendar was a 
priority. Join us for another fun day on 
Sun, Jan 12.

• 9am - Bethel Jr! in Borgwardt Hall

• 10:15am - Family Conversation in 
Good Shepherd Chapel

• 11am - Tailgate Lunch served in 
Borgwardt Hall

• 11:30am - Flag Football “kickoff” in 
Fireside – all ages and all abilities are 
welcome to play and cheer!

• 12pm - Finally, watch some football on 
the big screen in Borgwardt Hall

They are all happening on Jan 12They are all happening on Jan 12



Donate Christmas Cookies for Christmas Eve
Help us make Bethel a warm and welcome 
place for our members, their guests and 
new comers to Bethel on Christmas Eve! It 
has become a wonderful tradition to gather 
before or after service and mingle with your 
Bethel Family over some Christmas treats 
in the Emmaus Room. Please bring your 
favorite cookies, bars or savory snacks to 

share. We also welcome healthy treats or snacks for those who are not able to 
or don't want to eat the sugary treats. If your item works for a special diet like 
vegan, gluten or dairy free, please note that on the tray. Please put them on a 
tray you want to donate. We welcome all freezable donations between now and 
Christmas Eve. The rest we can take starting Dec 21. Your Contact: Michelle Jolly 
at mtesnow@yahoo.com

DON'T FALL FOR IT, BETHEL!
It appears that someone is sending emails to church members using suspicious 
looking email addresses using my name. There is only one email address that I 
will use to send any of you awesome Bethel people an email. That will always be 
my official Bethel email, which is pastormike@bethel-madison.org.

If you receive an email with my name attached, please double check the full 
address. It must appear exactly as spelled-out above. If you receive an email 
using my name that is different from the email above please DO NOT OPEN IT 
OR RESPOND.

Furthermore, the fraudulent emails are asking for a favor and then will ask 
you to purchase eBay or similar gift cards and send them the info. Please know 
that no one from the Bethel would EVER solicit gifts or favors from you in this 
manner.

Always consider any such request to be fraudulent. It is unfortunate that 
scammers are getting this sophisticated. 

–Mike Brown, Lead Pastor

YOUR ROLE ON GOD'S 
STAGE: Pledge Reminder
Pledges are rolling in since the Finding 
Your Role on God's Stage stewardship 
campaign. Every member of the 
Bethel staff has made a financial 
commitment to Christ's work at 
Bethel. Every member of the church 
council has made a pledge. Every 
member of the Foundation Board has 
made a pledge. Hundreds of Bethel 
members have made a pledge. But, 
we're not there yet. "Where are we 
going?" you may ask. The goal is 100% 
participation from every adult in the 
congregation. We want every single 
adult to join in the joy and satisfaction 
of contributing to Christ's mission in 
the world through Bethel. Just as we 
are eager for every person to know 
the forgiveness, healing, and love of 
Jesus, we want every person to know 
the joy and benefit of giving to his 
mission for a new community and a 
new world.

If you have not yet completed and 
returned a pledge card, please do 
so. Giving is not something we do 
because the church needs it. Giving is 
something we do because WE need 
it. Giving keeps our hearts and minds 
focused on Jesus Christ. Giving builds 
our trust in the Lord. If you need a 
pledge card, contact Pastor Mike at 
pastormike@bethel-madison.org. 

Do you want to know what is 
happening at Bethel? A listing 
(with description) of all the 
events at Bethel is available 
here: www.bethel-madison.org/
events. Bookmark this page to 
stay up-to-date with happenings 
at Bethel! 



What is 'Blue Christmas'?
Most people, at some time in their life, have, at the very least, moments of ‘Blue Christmas’.

There is no single definition for a ‘Blue Christmas’.

Any life situation that causes pain, anxiety, sadness or uncertainty can also make it difficult for us to participate in the exuberant, 
joyful and festive Christmas celebrations, whether at worship or in family and social gatherings. For some, it may be the loss of 
a loved one, job uncertainty, family disagreements and/or alienations, recent health diagnoses/prognosis, or simply an overall 
feeling of sadness, depression or hopelessness.

Sunday, Dec 22 at 6pm: Bethel offers a quiet, contemplative Christmas worship.
Beautiful music, carols for listening or sing-along.

Readings from Holy Scripture, including the Christmas Story
Time for prayer, silent or spoken

Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in, come today. 
Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in to Stay.

You are encouraged to bring friends.  
Call Pastor Margo or Amy Hartsough for more information at 608.257.3577. 

We Are Not Yet What We Shall Be…
The Lifelong Learning Ministry Team is tasked with creating 
“rich, spiritually enlivening, Christ-centered educational 
opportunities for all ages, in support of Christ-centered living 
and the encouragement of intentional discipleship.” We – and 
the leaders of ministries served by this team – will be talking 
over the next couple of months about what exactly we mean 
when speak of “growing faith,” “Christ-centered living,” and 
“intentional discipleship.” I wonder what these outcomes mean 
to you, what they mean for you? What does growing faith look 
like? How will we recognize Christ-centered living when we see 
it? How does being a “disciple” change our way of being in the 
world and relating with each other? How should it?

These questions are no longer easily answered in the 
traditional offerings of Christian education. There was a 
time (I grew up in it!) when it seemed to be a pretty simple 
calculation: participation in Sunday School + going through 
confirmation + regular worship attendance + some kind of 
service (and/or bowling in the church league or attending 
women’s circles) = a good Christian life. But, somehow, today, 
things just don’t always add up in quite the same way. 

There seems to be a demand for greater intellectual honesty 
in the life of faith, a not-unhealthy skepticism about some of 
the beliefs and traditions we’ve inherited, and a deep ache for 
experiences in which we feel – in which we “know” – the truth 
of the power of the spirit warming our hearts. We are satisfied 
less with pat answers to our questions than we are with 
genuine engagement with and exploration of them.

Edward Farley, a renowned theologian, wrote widely on how 
the work of faith formation is theological work. He is not 
talking about abstract, academic study! Rather, he is pointing 
to how we come to not just see God active in all aspects of 

our lives, but to engage all aspects of life and relationship 
theologically – that is, to think, reflect, and wonder about 
God’s activity and purposes. It also means to think about how 
we are thinking about God!  Farley said that the life of faith,
 

… calls not for indifference or innocence or naiveté, but 
wisdom – the ability to assess what is going on and to 
appraise new possibilities. To put it another way, in living 
out of the inherited symbols and narratives of one’s faith, 
one isn’t just applying dead truths to a living situation. 
Instead one is embodying or incorporating oneself into a 
living tradition. That’s a creative act and an interpretive 
act, an act of theological understanding.

This is what it means to “grow faith” and what it means to 
discern our way to “Christ-centered living” – that we are not 
pursuing fixed ends, but committing ourselves to growing in 
wisdom, to thinking theologically about our lives and God in 
them, to creatively incorporate ourselves into a living tradition. 

Martin Luther expressed beautifully the disposition required 
for this kind of dynamic life of faith, this creative life with God 
– (for the work of the Lifelong Learning Ministry Team!):

This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in 
righteousness, not health, but healing, not being but 
becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we 
shall be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not 
yet finished, but it is going on, this is not the end, but it is 
the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being 
purified.” 

–Pam Shellberg
Director of Lifelong Faith Formation



Calling All Snowbirds - If you are changing addresses for the winter, 
please update your address in Realm. If you are unsure how to do 
this please send the new address with the dates you will be there to 
Judy at judy@bethel-madison.org.

Meet the Artist: David Giffey - Icons (now-Jan 2; Fireside & Emmaus 
Gallery Wall) - Bethel is so blessed to have David Giffey’s exhibit of 
Icons for the celebration of the Advent and Christmas season. Please 
enjoy David’s amazing work on display in the Fireside Room and on 
the Emmaus Gallery Wall. Wisconsin artist, David Giffey, began life on 
a Fond du Lac dairy farm.  Drafted into the Army in 1964 he served 
as a combat journalist and photographer in Vietnam. With his return 
home, David expanded his career interests to the world of art. Living 
in Austin, Texas he explored painting and made a modest living as 
an art street vendor. In the course of some 50 years, David studied 
iconography, traveled to Greece, honed and refined his painting into 
what it is today. Truly his masterpiece lives right here in Madison at 
the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, where he still is painting 
icons. For more info about David Giffey, go to:  www.davidgiffey.com 

Breakfast with the Birds (Dec 21, Jan 11, 25, Feb 8, 22, March 7, 21, 
and May 9; 9-11am; Bethel Horizons Nature Center) - November 
is here, which means Horizons’ birdfeeders are full again. With 
this year’s early snows, we’ve already identified 23 species visiting 
our feeding station. Join naturalist Eric Volden for an entertaining 
morning of bird watching and bird lore at Bethel Horizons’ Nature 
Center. A hearty break-fast will be served with each session as 
Eric identifies birds coming to the feeders and relates bird feeding 
information and stories. Bring binoculars if you have them, and bird 
feeding stories to share. Cost for the breakfast and program is $10/
adult and $7/child. Call 608.574.1992 for more info.

Men's Current Christian Concerns (7-8am; Community Room)
Dec 26 - The Status of our Health Care System
Jan 2 - All Politics are Local
Jan 9 - Between 65 and Death

Christian Men's Fellowship (Jan 7; 10:30am; Borgwardt Hall) - Odd 
Wisconsin; Joe Kapler, lead curator at the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, will present some of the odd and unusual stories of 
Wisconsin history as represented in the Society’s artifact and archival 
collections. Joe Kapler received a BA from Loras College (Iowa), an 
MA in American history from Marquette University, and an MA in 
museum studies from Eastern Illinois University.  Joe interned in 
several states, spent three years at the Public Museum of Grand 
Rapids (Michigan), and joined the staff of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society in 2001. Joe has curated ten major exhibitions and numerous 
smaller displays. His other major responsibilities include long-range 
planning, developing collections, and producing content for many 
outlets. He recently published his first book, Wisconsin in Watercolor: 
the Life and Legend of Folk Artist Paul Seifert.

Friendship Club (Jan 10; 6:15pm; Borgwardt Hall) - Grow out your 
sideburns, find your tight pants, and blue suede shoes. Elvis is 
Coming! Davis Beck with Cody Kleinsmith on guitar will entertain 
us with a tribute show of the King’s music. The menu will be 
Lasagna; both meat and vegetarian, garlic bread, salad, coleslaw, 
with Spumoni ice cream for desert. Please make reservations with 
Judi Griffin at 608.222.9290 before noon Tues, Jan 7. Costs are $12/
members and $15/guests. Membership dues are $10/year.

ALL THINGS BETHEL, ALL THE TIME: bethelmadison.org

Bethel Jr! (Jan 12; 9am; Borgwardt Hall) - Bethel Jr! is the place 
where kids bring their family and friends to worship and learn about 
God’s love. The Jan Sunday School theme is Knowledge - Learning 
something new so you can be better at whatever you do. We will 
explore Knowledge through our relationship with God and Jesus. 
We will laugh, sing, breathe, play, and pray as we grow in our faith 
together. Following the service, children will go to Sunday School 
with their classroom leaders and adults are invited to stay for 
fellowship and Family Conversation with a focus on faith formation 
as a family from 10-11am in Borgwardt Hall. See you Jan 12 at 9am in 
Borgwardt Hall - ALL are welcome! 

Tailgate Sunday (Jan 12) -"Mom! This is the best church ever!" "I 
can’t believe I got to play football at CHURCH!" "Pastor John, when 
are we doing this again?!" After comments like that, getting another 
tailgate gathering on the calendar was a priority. Join us for another 
fun day on Sun, Jan 12.
9am – Bethel Jr! in Borgwardt Hall
10am – Family Conversation in Good Shepherd Chapel
11am – Tailgate Lunch served in Borgwardt Hall
11:30am – Flag Football “kickoff” in Fireside – all ages and all abilities 
are welcome to play and cheer!
12pm – Finally, watch some football on the big screen in Borgwardt 
Hall

Minecraft for Kids (Jan 12) - Love Minecraft? Know someone who 
does? Join us at the Bethel Minecraft Club! Who: Open to all ages 
and experience levels. When: Second Sunday of each month from 
11am-12pm. Where: “The SHIP” Kid’s Fellowship Area (Room 216) 
What: Members will create and play in a server that is only for people 
in the Bethel Minecraft Club. Bring your own tablet with Minecraft 
downloaded. Why: Just for fun! Meet new people! Fun! Questions? 
Contact cindy@bethel-madison.org with questions.

Community Meal Program (Jan 13) - Bethel volunteers serve the 
Community Meal at Luke House, 310 Ingersoll Street, once a month. 
The next serving date is Jan 13. Please bring your food contributions 
to Bethel’s main kitchen on the Sunday immediately preceding that 
date OR no later than 10am on the day of serving. Food contributions 
and servers for the meal are always welcome. This is a great 
opportunity to share in a vitally important ministry taking place 
outside our church walls that has a very low time commitment. Janet 
at 274.6745 or janetjohnson44@mac.com

Epiphany Bible Study: Leaving for Your Own Country by Another 
Way (Jan 19, 25, Feb 2 & 9)
A study of Bible texts for the Epiphany season
led by Pam Shellberg
Sunday mornings, 10:15-11:15am

Blanket Workshop (Jan 23) - Consider joining us at Blanket 
Workshop! Anyone is welcome to drop in between the hours of 9am-
2pm to help tie pre-assembled quilts for Lutheran World Relief. No 

“Drop in the Barrel”  
for the Bethel Food Pantry

December: Shampoo



VIEW MORE OPPORTUNITIES: www.bethel-madison.org/events

FUND $FACT
For the year that you turn 70 ½, you have 
until April 1 of the following year to take 
your distribution, but a reminder that then 
you’ll have two IRA pay outs in that year.

sewing skills are required! If you can tie a knot you are qualified! We 
meet in Borgwardt Hall. Join us for this wonderful time of fellowship 
and mission work as we create quilts that benefit those in need 
around the world. 

Feed and Read (Jan 27; Noon) - In We Hope For Better Things 
author Erin Bartels takes us on a journey through time - from the 
Underground Railroad during the Civil War, to the streets of 1960s 
Detroit to present day Detroit. The characters explore secrets, 
prejudices and courage in their lives. Join us on Monday, Jan 27 at 
noon to discuss this thought-provoking book. Bring a dish to pass or a 
sack lunch. Everyone is welcome.

Bethel Series Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2020 - Join Reverend 
Jeff Quinto, Bethel Series Executive Director, and his wife Toni on 11 
life-changing days in the Holy Land, Jan 14-24, 2020.

• You will visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jericho, Nazareth, Sea of 
Galilee and much more

• You will walk where Jesus walked.  
• You will swim in the Dead Sea. 
• You will dance on a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.
• You will pray at the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed 

for God to “let this cup pass from me, …”

25 faith-filled believers like you will see the Scriptures come alive! 
This will be the trip of a lifetime! The cost of the trip, including 
airfare from Chicago, is $3,690 based on double occupancy. Breakfast 
and dinner each day are included. As this is a limited opportunity at 
an excellent price, we expect to fill the 25 spots quickly. If you are 
interested in joining us, please download our brochure here: www.
bethel-madison.org/holyland. For more info call 608.579.5700 or visit 
the Bethel Series office in Room 106 at Bethel.

Food Pantry - The following items are always in high demand, but 
are not items that we can typically get through Second Harvest: toilet 
paper, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, dish soap, or 
size 5 and up diapers/pull-ups. These items can be donated at any 
time, and they can be left in the “Drop in the Barrel” collection along 
with the monthly item. We can also use any unopened toiletries from 
hotels. Thank you for helping us!

The Food Pantry is looking for plastic and cloth grocery bags. Please 
drop off on the table across from the Food Pantry on the lower level. 

Reception Desk Help - We are looking for a couple volunteers 
available weekdays to substitute at the Reception Desk. We would 
train volunteers on the phone system and daily tasks. If you would 
like to be one of the friendly faces to welcome folks to Bethel on an 
occasional basis we would appreciate your time and talents. Contact 
recep@bethel-madison.org.

Amazon Smile Donation - Bethel has raised $932 by individuals 
purchasing items on Amazon Smile through Aug 2019. Keep up the 
great work!

Use Amazon Smile and Donate to Bethel
Do you shop online using Amazon? Did you know you can donate to 
Bethel by doing your regular shopping through Amazon? By using 

Amazon Smile, they will donate 0.5% of the price of your purchase 
automatically to Bethel!

How can you set this up? It’s Easy!
1. Go to: http://smile.amazon.com (we recommend bookmarking 

this page for easy accessing)
2. Under the search bar click on the word “Supporting” in orange 

letters.
3. Select “Change your charity”.
4. Type “Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison, WI” 
5. Click the Search Button.
6. Click the Select button.

That’s it! You will now be donating to Bethel every time you make 
a purchase. (Remember to use the Amazon Smile web page as 
that is how Amazon tracks your purchases for donation. If you use 
the regular Amazon page, your donation won’t be recorded.) Your 
Contact: christal@bethel-madison.org

Prayer-Partners for you after the 9am Sunday worship on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday of each month. Members of our Stephen Ministry Team 
are available to pray with you or simply have a conversation. Look 
for the blue PRAYER PARTNER name tags in the Emmaus Room after 
worship.

The gift of a WELCOME BAG! Thanks to the Community Ministry 
Team, we now offer a 'WELCOME BAG' as a gift to those who are 
worshiping with us for the first time. First time worshipers are invited 
to pick up their Welcome Bag at the reception Desk. Thanks for 
worshiping with us and 'WELCOME'!

Bethel Now on Instagram - Scan the image below to follow us!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
7-11a Pentecost Respite (Pentecost)
7:45a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
8:00a Coffee Fellowship (Emmaus)
8:15a Bethel Choir Rehearsal (Choir)
8:30a Childcare provided 8:30am-12pm (Nursery)
 Library Open (Library)
9:00a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
9:30a Children's Ministry: Sunday School, Choir and Kids  
 FellowSHIP
10:15a Weekly Bible Study (Rm 120)
 Advent Meditation Hour (Youth Quake)
11:15a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
5:30p Parent Discussion Group (GS Chapel)
 Youth Activities (Borgwardt Hall)
6:00p Confirmation & Senior High Youth Quake (Youth   
 Quake Room)
 Blue Christmas (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
12:00p Food Pantry Open 12-3pm (M-F) (Lower Level)

TUESDAY, DEC 24 - BUSINESS OFFICE CLOSED AT NOON
8:30a-1pm Homeless Support Services (Pentecost)
9:00a  Library Open (Library)
3:00p Christmas Eve Service - Family
5:00p  Christmas Eve Service - Family
7:00p  Christmas Eve Service - Traditional & Carols
9:00p  Christmas Eve Service - Traditional & Carols
10:00p  Christmas Eve Service on Channel 27

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 - BUILDING CLOSED
10:00a Christmas Day Worship (Sanctuary)
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26
7:00a Current Christian Concerns (Community)
8:00a Second Harvest Delivery
8:30a  Homeless Support Services (Pentecost)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
7:00a Men's Book Study (Rm 120)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
9:30a Food Pantry Open 9:30-11:30am (Lower Level)
5:00p Worship Service (Pentecost)
 Bhutanese Worship in Nepali (GS Chapel)

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor Mike Brown - Lead Pastor
pastormike@bethel-madison.org

Pastor Margo R. Martens - Visitation 
margo@bethel-madison.org

Pastor John O. Swanson - Director of Congregational Life
jswanson@bethel-madison.org

Pastor Jerry Tews - Interim Support Pastor 
jerrytews@bethel-madison.org
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4 ADVENT
Pastor Jerry Tews - Dec 21 at 5pm - Pentecost
Pastor Jerry Tews - Dec 22 at 7:45 & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Jerry Tews - Dec 22 at 11:15am - Sanctuary


