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Walk with Him.

Did you know that in 2019 about 
60 percent of us made a New Year’s 
resolution? Want to know what they 
were? According to surveys reported 
by Inc. Magazine,  2019’s top 10 
New Year's resolutions were: 1. Diet 
or eat healthier (71 percent) 2. 
Exercise more (65 percent) 3. Lose 
weight (54 percent) 4. Save more 
and spend less (32 percent) 5. Learn 
a new skill or hobby (26 percent) 6. 
Quit smoking (21 percent) 7. Read 
more (17 percent) 8. Find another job 
(16 percent) 9. Drink less alcohol (15 
percent) 10. Spend more time with 
family and friends (13 percent).  
What would you guess the list looks 
like in 2020? It’s pretty much the 
exact same. 

This cultural ritual of making New 
Year’s resolutions is a way for people 
to organize their thoughts and clarify 
our vision. It is an exercise in hope, 
of seeing into the future. Each year 
our society looks at the calendar in 
January and sees an opportunity, a 
time for a fresh beginning, and a  
time for a new start. There is 
something about having an actual 
date on the calendar that motivates 
us to invite growth, seek breakthrough 

moments, and develop greater vision 
in our lives. 

That same sense that we are living 
in a time of opportunity, of fresh 
beginning, and a new start runs all 
throughout the Bible. On page after 
page, the Bible discloses the real 
breakthroughs real people experience 
in their walk with God. You have got 
to get in on that! And you can! The 
date is on the calendar. January 5, 
2020, is the date I will begin a new 
series of sermons, called 20/20, that 

Welcome to 2020!
Where Opportunity Awaits

will help you gain a clearer vision 
for your life. But! Spoiler alert here! 
This isn’t a series to help you make 
new resolutions, or learn the steps for 
improving your waist line or bottom 
line. This series will look at key 
passages in both the Old and New 
Testament and explore some ways 
we can see Jesus at the center of our 
everyday living. Start your new year 
off right by joining me this January 
2020 for a new outlook on life. 

–Mike Brown
Lead Pastor



Epiphany Bible Study: 
Leaving for Your Own Country by 
Another Way

Jan 19, 26, Feb 2 & 9 from 10:15-11:15am
led by Pam Shellberg

Epiphany, 
a “usually 
sudden 
manifestation 
or perception 
of the 
essential 
nature or 
meaning of 

something,” is the name given to the liturgical 
season sitting between the seasons of Christmas 
and Lent. The lectionary readings for the season of 
Epiphany are texts chosen by the church to help 
us discover – after having celebrated the birth of 
the Messiah – the essential nature and meaning 
of that birth, and to open the eyes of our hearts to 
where the Christ-spirit is being manifested around 
us today.

Our four-week study will be based on the biblical 
texts from the common lectionary given for the 
season: gospel texts from Matthew, texts from 1 
Corinthians 1-3, several texts from Isaiah, and an 
assortment of psalms. We will explore the nature 
of epiphanies using Paul’s ideas about wisdom and 
folly as a lens for fresh readings of the gospel texts 
and fresh visions for our lives – individually and as 
a community.

“Leaving for your own country by another way,” 
recalls a verse from the story in Matthew’s gospel of 
the magi who followed a star to Bethlehem in order 
to pay homage to a new king. The hope for our time 
together is that we will experience some epiphanies 
about where and what “home” is for each of us, 
and also some new insights about the many and 
various routes that are open to us – routes that 
will most certainly take us where we most long to 
go and most want to be, even if no longer by ways 
most familiar and recognizable to us. 

–Pam Shellberg
Director of Lifelong Faith Formation

New Member Spotlight
Nancy Baillies

I grew up in Madison and 
graduated from the UW 
school of Nursing. Most 
of my nursing was with 
families, children and the 
elderly. I have two adult 
sons Scott (Amy), Eric 
(Kerry) and 3 grandsons. I 
greatly enjoy my time with 
them, my partner Kevin 
and my mother Helen who 
is 101 years young. All my 

life I’ve sung in a choir somewhere, and played 
piano, but now enjoy playing handbells at Bethel. I 
love reading especially historical fiction, attending 
musical, theater and opera, walking, centering, 
neighborhood events and warm pool exercises! 

Fireside Chats with 
Pastor Mike
Honest Talks for When You Have 
Questions

President FDR held what he called “Fireside 
Chats,” which were evening radio addresses to 
share information on what he and his administration 
were doing to rebuild and protect the nation during 
the depression and WWII. It was a chance for FDR 
to give answers to the questions on people’s minds 
as they faced a new world. 

Bethel is also rebuilding. It is gaining new 
momentum and new strength. Because there is 
newness, questions are natural. Pastor Mike invites 
you to join him off the Fireside Gallery in Room 
21 the first Sunday of each month at 10:15am for 
a chat. Bring your questions. Bring you concerns. 
Hear from Pastor Mike directly what is happening 
at Bethel and share your ideas how we can gain 
even more strength as we respond to the Madison 
community with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The first 
Fireside Chat will be on Jan 5. 



CARING FOR CREATION: 
The Future of Nuclear Energy in a 
Carbon Constrained World

America is ambivalent about nuclear power despite its major 
contribution to the nation’s energy supply for seventy years 
without a disaster or fatality. Disasters abroad, bankrupt and 
dismantled plants, failed construction projects, plus fear of 
nuclear waste have led some to view nuclear power as a dying 
industry. A very different point of view is held by Professor 
Michael Corradini, a distinguished nuclear engineer and co-
author of a major policy study on the future of nuclear power. 
This study concludes, “The main value of nuclear power going 
forward is its potential contribution to the decarbonization 
electrical power production” (that is, the near elimination of 
greenhouse gas emissions). Nuclear’s unique contribution 
is to provide large amounts of non-carbon “dispatchable” 
electricity to fill the gaps in availability of solar and wind 
renewables on a daily and seasonal basis. The study proves 
that without the balancing nuclear contribution, the way 
to deep decarbonization becomes prohibitably expensive. 
Corradini is aware that new nuclear capacity is currently too 
expensive, but his study identifies new technology (such as 
smaller modular reactors) which is under development. He 
will describe the technical, business and government action 
needed for our future.    

Michael L. Corradini is an expert on nuclear 
engineering and energy policy issues. He 
is a co-author of the recent study, “The 
Future of  Nuclear Energy in a Carbon 
Constrained World” with colleagues from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
This study definitively explores the 
potential contribution of nuclear power 

to the fight against climate change. Corradini is Emeritus 
Professor of Nuclear Engineering and Engineering Physics at 
the University of Wisconsin, and was Department Chair from 
2001-2011 and a founder of the Wisconsin Energy Institute. 
His scientific interests emphasize reactor operation, reactor 
safety, reprocessing, and risk assessment. He has served on 
many national policy bodies including the Department of 
Energy Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee. 

This is one of five forums C4C will offer this year. The full 
schedule is available in the current C4C/C4SJ brochure, at 
the reception desk and online at www.bethel-madison.org/
caring-creation. 

–David Knuti
Caring for Creation Team Member 

January 12  |  10:15am  |  Fireside Gallery

Family Conversations

What do these 4 things What do these 4 things 
have in common?have in common?

“Mom! This is the best church ever!”

“I can’t believe I got to play football at 
CHURCH!”

“Pastor John, when are we doing this 
again?!”

After comments like that, getting 
another tailgate gathering on the 
calendar was a priority. Join us for 
another fun day on Sun, Jan 12.

• 9am - Bethel Jr! in Borgwardt Hall

• 10:15am - Family Conversation in 
Good Shepherd Chapel

• 11am - Tailgate Lunch served in 
Borgwardt Hall

• 11:30am - Flag Football “kickoff” in 
Fireside – all ages and all abilities 
are welcome to play and cheer!

• 12pm - Finally, watch some football 
on the big screen in Borgwardt Hall

They are all happening They are all happening 
on Jan 12on Jan 12



Estate Sales Last 
Gift
The Household/Estate Sales Group 
met for their last official time together 
in early December for their holiday 
lunch and made final determinations 
on their gift list from this year’s sales 
proceeds. They selected worthy gift 
recipients again this year and have 
long been drawn mostly to support 
needs that help those outside of 
Bethel.  

Eight gifts in all that tally $16,500

• Tee shirts for all 2020 campers at 
Horizons $1200 

• Partial help with the Kitchen 
upgrades at Horizons $3000 

• Puerto Rico mission trip work 
supplies $3500 

• Bethel Series teaching in Tanzania 
– small part $1000 

• Partial help with Youth 
engagement: A Place of our own 
$1000 

• Campus Ministry Peer Intern 25% 
of need $2250 

• Homeless support winter items 
$3550 

• Rebuilder Tues night program – 
small part $1000  

This all volunteer group, that’s been 
together in some form for roughly 60 
years, was recognized and honored 
Sunday, Dec 15 at and after the 9 
am Worship service. Since the end 
of 2005 when the Parish Shoppe 
consignment closed, this reconfigured 
group has ‘given back’ just over 
$433,000. On behalf of Bethel 
and its many ministries, we are so 
appreciative for all their hard work 
over the years. 

–Alice Mowbray
Director of Development

Wine Tasting Party:
Tasting God’s Grace from an Uncorked Bottle

“Feasts are made for laughter; wine gladdens life.” – Ecclesiastes 10:19

Wine plays a beautiful 
and central part in the 
story of the Bible and in 
the life of Jesus. More 
than simply a beverage, 
it is a symbol and a 
metaphor that points to 
the joy and abundance of 
a life lived in union with 
God. Jesus even refers to 
himself as the “true vine” 

from which the fruit of the vine (wine) comes forth. He is the source for 
true joy, merriment, and abundance. While the scriptures shun debauchery 
and drunkenness, they do invite a healthy consumption and appreciation 
of wine as a good gift from God. This is a gift Jesus shares with as well as 
we can read of his turning water into wine. On Feb 12 from 7-8:30pm, 
Bethel will have a wine tasting party in Borgwardt Hall to develop a holy 
appreciation for this Godly gift. There is no charge for the event. 

Rockstar Lutheran Pastor, Bestselling 
Author, Tattooed Mother:
Nadia Bolz-Weber to Speak at Bethel

On March 12, Thursday, Bethel 
will host the internationally 
acclaimed speaker, theologian, 
and author. Nadia Bolz-Weber 
grew up in a fundamentalist 
family, became a stand-up 
comedian, became addicted to 
drugs and alcohol, and wound-
up an ELCA Lutheran pastor. 
As a pastor, she started a new 
congregation in Denver, CO 

for people often considered the losers of society: alcoholics, drug addicts, 
homeless, drag queens, and other outcasts. The church’s story is powerful. 
Her story is powerful. She is funny yet profound, spiritual yet crude, and 
wears a clergy collar yet covered in tattoos. A woman of contrasts, Nadia’s 
message of the unrelenting love of God is unmistakable. Her visit to 
Madison is a gift Bethel is providing for members and the city. It is not 
something you will want to miss. Her topic for the evening will be from her 
latest best-selling book on SEX. Seating will be limited to the first 1,000. 
Tickets will be available through EventBrite. 



Artist Cathy Sue Stevens' Art Shows
January 3-February 29, 2020
Emmaus Room Hallway Gallery: "365 Days" Photography
Fireside Gallery: "Order with a Flair" Quilt Square Collages
Meet the Artist Reception: Jan 5, 10-11:30am in Good 
Shepherd Chapel and both Galleries

Oh, No! I Lost My Job! I was an elementary art teacher for 
several years at a local private school. Because of budget 
cuts, I lost my beloved job. So, I asked the LORD, “Now, 
what do I do?” In answer to my prayers, some results of 
my art are on display in Bethel Lutheran’s galleries this 
January & February 2020.

365 Days from My Home Away from Home is a collection 
of photographs in, from & around my half acre yard. I 
would ask, “LORD, what do you want me to see today?” 
I would explore or ‘treasure hunt’ & take several pictures 
& choose the one I found most appealing, creative & 
colorful. This exhibit is a sampling of some of my best 
photos for 365 days. 

Below is an image of a House Finch that hit my window on 
1-14-2012. It allowed me to pick him up, so he could rest 
awhile. That is when I took the picture. When he regained 
some balance I let him go. It is an amazing wonder to see 
a wild bird so closely.

Order with a Flair is my most recent art work of quilt 
square collage. As an artist and art teacher I have ‘my 
collection’ of art supplies, just in case I come up with a 
‘great’ idea. I have attempted numerous times over the 
years the art of quilting. The sewing aspect needed some 
inspiration & accuracy I struggled with. Quilting is an art 
that has often intrigued me. I love the colors and patterns. 

Since I had 
difficulty 
creating 
those 
balanced 
squares with 
a machine 
I came up 
with the idea 
of setting up 
the designs 
12”x12” 
paper. I had 
a book from 
my art library 
called, On to 
Square Two.

Now, I have found an enjoyable way to make the patterns 
out of re-purposed materials that I have collected. I have 
always found symmetry, balance and order a concept in art 
that speaks to me of those times in my life when I need it 
in my circumstances.
 

“For all the earth is the LORD’S & He has set the 
world in order.” –1 Samuel 2:8. 

“Be my rock of safety where I can always hide. Give 
the order to save me, for You are my rock & my 
fortress.” –Psalm 71:3.

I set-up the square with pencil & ruler. I use templates-I 
cut & glue all the pieces together from my collection of 
materials. I have incorporated paper, cloth, ribbon, beads, 
buttons, printmaking, etc. to create some whimsical, 
fanciful and colorful pieces. I use plant life from my home 
& yard for printmaking.

Above is a quilt collage called ‘Aunt Dinah.” Re-purposing 
materials is my specialty. The center is a gift box sent 
from acquaintances from Japan. Inside the box is from a 
wedding invitation. I used gold wrapping paper & lace for 
edging.

Printmaking mint leaves from one of my many flowerbeds 
is worked throughout. Construction paper, paint sample 
paper, and remnants of old material make up the rest of 
it. An added accent  are the turquoise beads which came 
from a ‘Mardi Gras’ necklace. 

–Cathy Sue Stevens, Artist



A Seekers Circle Thank You - A big thank you to the 
generous people in our congregation. Donations of 192 
hats and 151 pairs of mittens/gloves were distributed to 
people in our homeless group and to the children of food 
pantry families.

Men's Current Christian Concerns  
(7-8am; Community Room)
Jan 2 - All Politics are Local
Jan 9 - Between 65 and Death

Christian Men's Fellowship (Jan 7; 10:30am; Borgwardt 
Hall) Odd Wisconsin; Joe Kapler, lead curator at the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, will present some of the odd 
and unusual stories of Wisconsin history as represented 
in the Society’s artifact and archival collections. Joe 
Kapler received a BA from Loras College (Iowa), an MA 
in American history from Marquette University, and an 
MA in museum studies from Eastern Illinois University. 
Joe interned in several states, spent three years at the 
Public Museum of Grand Rapids (Michigan), and joined 
the staff of the Wisconsin Historical Society in 2001. Joe 
has curated ten major exhibitions and numerous smaller 
displays. His other major responsibilities include long-
range planning, developing collections, and producing 
content for many outlets. He recently published his first 
book, Wisconsin in Watercolor: the Life and Legend of 
Folk Artist Paul Seifert.

Friendship Club (Jan 10; 6:15pm; Borgwardt Hall) - Grow 
out your sideburns, find your tight pants, and blue suede 
shoes. Elvis is Coming! Davis Beck with Cody Kleinsmith 
on guitar will entertain us with a tribute show of the 
King’s music. The menu will be Lasagna; both meat and 
vegetarian, garlic bread, salad, coleslaw, with Spumoni 
ice cream for desert. Please make reservations with Judi 
Griffin at 608.222.9290 before noon Tues, Jan 7. Costs 
are $12/members and $15/guests. Membership dues are 
$10/year.

Breakfast with the Birds (Jan 11, 25, Feb 8, 22, March 7, 
21, and May 9; 9-11am; Bethel Horizons Nature Center) 
- November is here, which means Horizons’ birdfeeders 
are full again. With this year’s early snows, we’ve already 
identified 23 species visiting our feeding station. Join 
naturalist Eric Volden for an entertaining morning of bird 
watching and bird lore at Bethel Horizons’ Nature Center. 
A hearty break-fast will be served with each session as 
Eric identifies birds coming to the feeders and relates bird 
feeding information and stories. Bring binoculars if you 
have them, and bird feeding stories to share. Cost for the 

ALL THINGS BETHEL, ALL THE TIME: bethelmadison.org

breakfast and program is $10/adult and $7/child. Call 
608.574.1992 for more info.

Bethel Jr! (Jan 12; 9am; Borgwardt Hall) - Bethel Jr! is 
the place where kids bring their family and friends to 
worship and learn about God’s love. The January Sunday 
School theme is Knowledge - Learning something new 
so you can be better at whatever you do. We will explore 
Knowledge through our relationship with God and Jesus. 
We will laugh, sing, breathe, play, and pray as we grow in 
our faith together. Following the service, children will go to 
Sunday School with their classroom leaders and adults are 
invited to stay for fellowship and Family Conversation with 
a focus on faith formation as a family from 10-11am in 
Borgwardt Hall. See you Jan 12 at 9am in Borgwardt Hall 
- ALL are welcome! 

Tailgate Sunday (Jan 12) -"Mom! This is the best church 
ever!" "I can’t believe I got to play football at CHURCH!" 
"Pastor John, when are we doing this again?!" After 
comments like that, getting another tailgate gathering on 
the calendar was a priority. Join us for another fun day on 
Sun, Jan 12.
• 9am – Bethel Jr! in Borgwardt Hall
• 10am – Family Conversation in Good Shepherd Chapel
• 11am – Tailgate Lunch served in Borgwardt Hall
• 11:30am – Flag Football “kickoff” in Fireside – all 

ages and all abilities are welcome to play and cheer!
• 12pm – Finally, watch some football on the big screen 

in Borgwardt Hall

Minecraft for Kids (Jan 12) - Love Minecraft? Know 
someone who does? Join us at the Bethel Minecraft Club! 
Who: Open to all ages and experience levels. When: 
Second Sunday of each month from 11am-12pm. Where: 
“The SHIP” Kid’s Fellowship Area (Room 216) What: 
Members will create and play in a server that is only for 
people in the Bethel Minecraft Club. Bring your own tablet 
with Minecraft downloaded. Why: Just for fun! Meet new 
people! Fun! Questions? Contact cindy@bethel-madison.
org with questions.

Community Meal Program (Jan 13) - Bethel volunteers 
serve the Community Meal at Luke House, 310 Ingersoll 
Street, once a month. The next serving date is Jan 13.  

“Drop in the Barrel”  
for the Bethel Food Pantry

January: Dish Soap



VIEW MORE OPPORTUNITIES: www.bethel-madison.org/events

FUND $FACT
If you’re age 70.5 or older, an IRA is an 
excellent vehicle for charitable gifting – even 
edging out appreciated stock. No tax on the 
money going in, and when given directly to 
your church, non taxable as a withdrawal too.

Please bring your food contributions to Bethel’s main 
kitchen on the Sunday immediately preceding that 
date OR no later than 10am on the day of serving. 
Food contributions and servers for the meal are always 
welcome. This is a great opportunity to share in a vitally 
important ministry taking place outside our church walls 
that has a very low time commitment. Janet at 274.6745 
or janetjohnson44@mac.com

Epiphany Bible Study: Leaving for Your Own Country by 
Another Way (Jan 19, 25, Feb 2 & 9)
A study of Bible texts for the Epiphany season
led by Pam Shellberg
Sunday mornings, 10:15-11:15am

Blanket Workshop (Jan 23) - Consider joining us at 
Blanket Workshop! Anyone is welcome to drop in between 
the hours of 9am-2pm to help tie pre-assembled quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. No sewing skills are required! If 
you can tie a knot you are qualified! We meet in Borgwardt 
Hall. Join us for this wonderful time of fellowship and 
mission work as we create quilts that benefit those in need 
around the world. 

Feed and Read (Jan 27; Noon) - In We Hope For Better 
Things author Erin Bartels takes us on a journey through 
time - from the Underground Railroad during the Civil War, 
to the streets of 1960s Detroit to present day Detroit. The 
characters explore secrets, prejudices and courage in their 
lives. Join us on Monday, Jan 27 at noon to discuss this 
thought-provoking book. Bring a dish to pass or a sack 
lunch. Everyone is welcome.

Bethel Series Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2020 - Join 
Reverend Jeff Quinto, Bethel Series Executive Director, 
and his wife Toni on 11 life-changing days in the Holy 
Land, Jan 14-24, 2020.

• You will visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jericho, Nazareth, 
Sea of Galilee and much more

• You will walk where Jesus walked.  
• You will swim in the Dead Sea. 
• You will dance on a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.
• You will pray at the Garden of Gethsemane where 

Jesus prayed for God to “let this cup pass from me, 
…”

25 faith-filled believers like you will see the Scriptures 
come alive! This will be the trip of a lifetime! The cost of 
the trip, including airfare from Chicago, is $3,690 based 
on double occupancy. Breakfast and dinner each day are 
included. As this is a limited opportunity at an excellent 

Call Committee Formed:
Bethel Takes More Steps into the
Future

Bethel Lutheran is situated at the epicenter of the 
Madison isthmus community and extends its reach 
into the suburbs. For years we have excelled at 
connecting with adults and families from the outer 
ring of the greater Madison metro area. Soon we 
will add new strengths in reaching our immediate 
neighbors downtown. Tens of thousands of these 
are young adults including undergraduate students, 
graduate students, and young professionals. Upon 
recommendation from the Human Resources Team, 
Bethel’s church council has approved the formation of 
a call committee to work with the South-Central Synod 
of the ELCA to identify a pastor to help lead Bethel in 
outreach to young Madison adults. The call committee 
is largely made up of young adults, some of whom are 
life-long Bethel members and some new members. 
The call committee members include Mariah Deschler, 
Clay Schubert, Ashley Becker, Kiel Majewski, Solveig 
Hanson, Kristin Dewey, Hilary Schreiner, Dan Stein, 
and Pastor Mike. Please keep these people and the 
pastoral search in your prayers. 

price, we expect to fill the 25 spots quickly. If you are 
interested in joining us, please download our brochure 
here: www.bethel-madison.org/holyland. For more info call 
608.579.5700 or visit the Bethel Series office in Room 
106 at Bethel.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
7-11a Pentecost Respite (Pentecost)
7:45a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
8:00a Coffee Fellowship (Emmaus)
9:00a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
9:30a Children's Ministry: Sunday School, Choir and  
 Kids FellowSHIP
10:15a Meet the Artist: Cathy Sue Stevens
11:15a Worship Service (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, JANUARY 6
12:00p Food Pantry Open 12-3pm (M-F) (Lower Level)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
8:30a  Homeless Support Services (Pentecost)
9:00a  Library Open (Library)
10:30a Christian Men's Fellowship (Borgwardt Hall)
2:00p Human Resources Team (Library)
5:15p Rebuilding at Bethel (Library, Rm 120)
5:30p Women's Choir (Choir)
6:30p Creative Worship Singers (Choir)
7:30p Worship Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
6:00p Bell Choir (Rm 202)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
7:00a Current Christian Concerns (Community)
8:00a Second Harvest Delivery
 Abigail Circle (Rm 120)
8:30a  Homeless Support Services (Pentecost)
9:00a Inspiration Circle (Library)
12:00p Blessings Circle (Rm 120)
6:00p Stephen Ministry (Rm 120)
7:00p Bethel Choir (Choir)
 Renew Circle (Rm 100)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
7:00a Men's Book Study (Rm 120)
8:30a XYZ Bridge Players (Emmaus)
6:15p Friendship Club (Borgwardt Hall)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
9:30a Food Pantry Open 9:30-11:30am (Lower Level)
5:00p Worship Service (Pentecost)
 Bhutanese Worship in Nepali (GS Chapel)
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2 CHRISTMAS
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 4 at 5pm - Pentecost
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 5 at 7:45 & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 5 at 11:15am - Sanctuary

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 11 at 5pm - Pentecost
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 12 at 7:45 & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Mike Brown - Jan 12 at 11:15am - Sanctuary


