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Walk with Him.

You’ve probably heard the words, “Toto, 
I have a feeling we’re not in Kansas 
anymore.” No doubt there are a lot of 
us that can say “Amen!” to that. Things 
have changed. Things have changed for 
our planet, our nation, our churches, 
and our daily lives. We really can’t 
escape the change. It’s normal if you 
feel shaken and disoriented at times. 
That’s what change does to people. It is 
unsettling, uncomfortable, and stressful. 
When Karin and I got married 28 years 
ago and moved into a one-bedroom 
apartment in Dallas, TX, we were both 
a little stunned. We knew we made the 
right decision, but somehow we felt 
odd and out of place. There was a sense 
of discomfort along with the joy and 
hope. We weren’t in Kansas anymore. 
As a church and as individuals we are 
going through an Oz moment. Some of 
you are new parents and adjusting to a 
new life with a new baby, or a second, 
or a third. Some of you are recently 
graduated from school somewhere and 
looking for a place to land. Some of 
you are beginning a new relationship 
or at the end of another. Others of us 
are in changing jobs, changing financial 
situations, changing health. Some of us 
are facing changing dreams and hopes 
and health. The changes simply keep 
coming leading us along like the winding 
yellow path of Dorothy’s journey. It is 
easy to wonder “does any of this mean 
anything?” “Is it really going anywhere?” 

That’s why I am glad we are here 
together. I am also going through 

changes. With moving from Ohio to 
Madison, kids graduating from school 
and trying to get established, selling a 
home, looking to buy a home, adjusting 
to life without my father, starting at 
Bethel, my life has changed. Honestly, 
I sometimes wonder to myself “where 
is this all headed?” “What will become 
of it all?” “What does it all mean?” 
How wonderful it is, then, that God has 
anticipated our needs and questions! 
The Bible is full of people going through 
experiences of deep change. In their 
experiences, we see how and where 
God acts to guide us along. In their 
experiences of change, we learn how 
we are like them, not simply reshaped 
by the journey but reborn. That is the 
purpose of our current sermon series, to 
help us all make sense of the transitions 
we are in.

In God’s scheme, these changes lead us 
to a horizon where a new day dawns. 

Along the way we find new friends, 
greater meaning, and adventure for 
our souls. You probably remember that 
throughout the movie, Dorothy’s one 
goal is to get back where she started. 
She wants to go back home. Many of 
us would like to go back in time. But, 
did you know that there were other 
books in that series? The movie was just 
about the first book. In the books that 
came after, Dorothy returns to Oz and 
she brings her entire family with her. It 
seems that the future really is the place 
to be to live life at its fullest.

Let us move forward together along 
the winding trail that is before Bethel 
and along the paths that we follow 
individually confident in the knowledge 
that Christ is immersed in it all. When 
Christ is immersed in your journey, good 
things happen. A new day dawns.  

–Pastor Mike Brown

There is Hope for Your Future

June 16 – July 14, 2019



NEW DAY
D A W N I N G
L I V I N G  W I T H  H O P E  W H E N  L I F E  C H A N G E S

Do you ever wish life could be as new as a sunny spring morning? Or that you could start fresh as with a new day 
dawning? Well, you can! Here at Bethel Lutheran Church we have seen that when life breaks down, God breaks in 
with a new future for you filled with wonder and joy. Won't you join us in June and July as we find our way together 
with the series New Day Dawning: Living with Hope when Life Changes.

Pastor Mike Brown
Lead Pastor

New Sermon Series
June 22/23: The Three Steps Forward

June 29/30: Learning to Let Go 
July 6/7: When You’re in the Middle of Nowhere 
July 13/14: Finding the Dawn of Your New Day  

This summer at Bethel Lutheran, ALL ARE WELCOME to join together in song for “Drop-In Summer Choir”! Grab a cup of 
coffee and some friends and family, and we’ll make music for the 9am Worship Service! 

The Important Details:

Sunday, June 23: “Woke Up This Morning”      https://youtu.be/YXEdi1fGiDw
Sunday, June 30: African Hymn - TBD            
Sunday, July 21: “Dona Nobis Pacem”             https://youtu.be/69VG0YuZTHU
Sunday, July 28 “Down to the River to Pray”    https://youtu.be/nXFL6PBdo5Y

Rehearsals: 8:15am on each Sunday in the Choir Room (located in Bethel’s lower level)
Worship: 9am - we sing from the balcony during the Offertory (after the sermon and prayers)   

–Amy Hartsough, Music Director 
amyh@bethel-madison.org

Drop-In Summer Choir

Drop-in 
SUMMER CHOIR



As Bethel Horizons 
embarks on our 50th 
summer program, we 
are preparing for more 
campers, more retreats 
and more programs! 
This growth is exciting, 
and it is also testing the 
limits of our facilities. 

That is why on Saturday, 
June 1st, we launched 
the 50th anniversary 
capital campaign to help 
build capacity to better 
meet the needs of our 
participants and staff. 
We are looking to raise 
money for five projects 
- Camper Cabins, Art 
Ventures Retreat Center Expansion, 
Welcome Center Honoring Pr Duane 
Hanson, Staff Village, Adamah Multi-
Media Studio. These projects would cost 
a total of $3.5 million, which includes 
architectural drawings, furnishings, set 
aside 5% for maintenance fund along 
with the building costs. 

While a daunting campaign by any 
standards, we are feeling very confident 
that we can make this happen for Bethel 
Horizons. This confidence stems from 

Bethel Horizons 50th Anniversary Capital 
Campaign

the fact that we were able to announce 
on June 1st that we have committed 
pledges of $1.77 million, which is over 
half of the funds needed already!

While we are thrilled to have made this 
progress on our goal, we need your help 
to fully realize all of the capacity building 
projects at Bethel Horizons. In the 
coming days, you will receive a mailing 
that will further outline the projects, 
how much they cost and explain how 
you can support this important work.  

Please prayerfully consider how you 
might be able to support this campaign 
as we plan to increase needed capacity 
at Bethel Horizons for the next 50 years. 

"In giving to the Bethel Horizons 50th 
Anniversary Capital Campaign, we share 
in the joy of God for creation and the 
work of Christ for the healing of hearts 
and minds. Let us dig deep and give 
gladly," Pastor Mike Brown.

If you have any questions, or would like 
to discuss this effort further, please let 
me know. 

–Eric Knueve
Executive Director, Bethel Horizons

ericknueve@bethelhorizons.org
608.257.3577

Camper Cabins

Welcome Center Honoring Pr Duane Hanson

I am a 
long time 
Bethel 
member. 
About 
two 

years ago a fellow Bethel member 
approached me about volunteering 
with the Homeless Ministry. I was 
not really sure the fit would be a 
good one for me. I did drop in when 
possible to see what it was like and 
to serve lunch, see what the clothes 
closet was like and meet some 
guests. I was pleasantly surprised to 
find out I really liked the experience 
and was ‘hooked’ immediately. I 
now volunteer on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. I love the work and am 
very passionate about our guests 
who I call my friends. I’m not really 
sure I have helped our homeless 
friends but they have changed my 
life (for the better). 
  

–Nancy Kaech

Humans of Bethel

SUPPORT
Bethel Lutheran 

Church
When you shop at  

smile.amazon,  
Amazon donates 

 0.5 percent of the 
 purchase price.



After a great trip this spring to the African country of Rwanda, 
we are busy planning a RWANDA WEEKEND at the end of June 
2019. This visit has energized us to share their message and 
help the citizens of Rwanda grow their country as they recover 
from their devastating recent history. 

Wine and Cheese Gathering and Auction to Benefit Water 
Filtration in Rwanda. Festivities will begin with a Wine and 
Cheese Gathering and Auction beginning at 5:30pm on Friday 
evening, June 28 in the Emmaus Room. 

Proceeds of this auction will be used for travel and training 
of a Rwandan citizen (Edward Makara) interested in learning 
about Potters for Peace Water Filtration systems at Adamah 
Art Studio at Bethel Horizons in August. This is a two-week 
in-depth training that includes how to build a filtration system, 
how to market, and how to build a water filtration plant. 
Edward will then return to Rwanda to develop this business 
model in Rwanda. The goal of this project is to provide a 
means for all Rwandan citizens 99.9% clean water.

On Saturday, June 29, we will hold a Community Organizing 
Forum from 9am – Noon in Borgwardt Hall. 

While in Rwanda, our Bethel group was able to witness real-
life examples of community organizing. Using the PICO (People 
Involvement in Community Organizing) model, Rwanda has 
been able to move forward rather quickly. This organization 
has recently changed their name to Faith In Action. 

This model solicits all members of a community to assess and 
agree upon their critical needs and guides the community 
members themselves to achieve a goal. Through this program, 
Rwandans learn how to assess a goal, research and train 
themselves on the project needs, work with government 
officials to get the necessary land, permits, etc., and then how 
to achieve the goal. It has been a highly successful model and 
is being taught in many other African countries as well as in the 
Caribbean and Central America to help move them forward. 

We have the privilege of having in Madison the weekend of 
June 28 the founder of this program as well as the Rwandan 
developer of the training:

• Fr. John Baumann – Founder and Director of Special 
Projects, International Director, Faith in Action

• Ron Snyder – Faith in Action International Director of 
Organizing, Faith in Action

• Pastor John Rutsindintwarane – Director of Faith In Action 
Rwanda, and our Brother in Christ

Rwanda Weekend at Bethel
They will lead us through the background of the model as well 
as a practical example of how it works in real life and how to 
incorporate into other groups' organizing skills. 

Any individual or group interested in Community Organizing 
whether it is a large project or a localized event should attend 
this event to learn the applicability of this model to our 
region as well. The results of this model are nothing short of 
remarkable!
 
On Sunday, June 30 from 10am – Noon in Borgwardt Hall 
we will review our Education Mission Trip in 2019 and discuss 
further partnership opportunities in Rwanda. 

We will share our experiences and pictures while in Rwanda on 
our Education Mission Trip.

There is a small Lutheran Church in a Nyamata community. 
This is an area that was very hard hit by the genocide. Many 
(~30,000) Tsutsis were pushed into this area and in two days 
were slaughtered by the Hutus. This village church is very near 
to a new airport, being built within 5 miles from this church. 
This is the second airport in Rwanda. They feel that being on 
the main thoroughfare to the airport, they can build up the 
area surrounding their church. They have already built public 
bathrooms (a rarity in Rwanda). They would like to build a 
conference center, expand the church and have vegetable 
gardens for a farmer’s market. 

On our trip, we spent a few days with the church and provided 
training in gardening and also helped with a beautification 
project (Umagana), and worshiped with them on Sunday. We 
also spent two days with Pastor Muzigura who is the Lutheran 
version of a Bishop over six churches,  of which Nyamata is 
one. 

The parishioners are mostly young people (65% of all 
Rwandans are under 24 years old). This church would be a 
good sister church for Bethel if we decide to go down this path. 
They are a fun, energetic group. 

For more information contact Aileen Kacvinsky at aileen.
kacvinsky@icloud.com or 734.657.4606.   

–Aileen Kacvinsky
Rwanda Coordinator

Photos on next page



Congregation at  
Nyamata Lutheran Church

A fence was needed to keep goats out!

Some of the children at Nyamata Lutheran Church

Gardens which were planted  
have vegetation coming up.

Roadside beautification project (Umagana) at Nyamata Lutheran 
Church. Flowers, trees and shrubs were planted along the road by 
the congregation.

First harvest from our plantings, 
radishes and smiles!



“Drop in the Barrel”  
for the Bethel Food Pantry

June: Bar Soap

Summer Sunday Schedule - Through Labor Day Sunday 
(Sept 1) our 11:15am service will be held at 10:45am. 

Men’s Current Christian Concerns (7am; Community Room)
June 20 - The Moral Terror of Meritocracy 
June 27 - Five Lies the Culture Tells Us

XYZ Activities: June 21: Chapel (9:30am) - Bill Webb; 
(10:30am) Riders of the Purple Sage, QiGong or Euchre; Lunch 
(11:45am) Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert; Program 
(after lunch) - It's a Surprise! Dress in Patriotic colors.  June 28: 
Chapel (9:30am) - Lori Poulson; (10:30am) Riders of the Purple 
Sage by Zane Grey, QiGong or Euchre; Lunch (11:45am) Build 
Your Own Potato Bar, Dessert; Program (after lunch) - Mission 
Friday: Packing laundry detergent for Bethel’s Food Pantry & 
addressing cards. July 5: NO XYZ - 4th of July Weekend

Forward Madison FC Soccer Game (June 22) -  Join Bethel for 
a fun night of soccer at Breese-Stevens Field to watch Forward 
Madison FC play North Texas FC! Bethel has reserved 30 seats 
on June 22. The game will start at 7pm and the gates will 
open at 6:30pm. The price of a ticket is $25 (includes a meal). 
On June 22, the theme of the game will be Heritage Night 
and the team will celebrate the Hall of Fame inductees for 
Soccer in Wisconsin. Everybody is welcome to join us for this 
great family event! You can contact Henry Elling for tickets at 
608.257.3577 or henry@bethel-madison.org. There will also 
be a table set-up between the 9am and 10:45am services on 
June 9 to purchase tickets.

Social Justice Book Discussion (June 23) - Please join the Social 
Justice Book Discussion group in the Bethel library, Sunday, 
June 23, at 10:15am to discuss On the Come Up, by Angie 
Thomas. Our last summer book discussion will be July 28, same 
time and place, to discuss Robin DiAngelo's White Fragility.

Victory Choir (June 25; 10:30am; Middleton Village) - The 
mission of the Victory Choir is to sing to shut-ins primarily 
at Nursing Homes once a month and to take a word of 
encouragement. On the fourth Tuesday of each month at 
10:30am, the Victory Choir, consisting of about 25 singers, 
gathers at a designated Nursing Home in the area to sing a 
two-part program consisting of old favorite hymns followed 
by “songs you didn’t learn in church,” or as the members 
call them, the “fun” songs. In a wonderfully unique way they 
touch the memories and the emotions of the residents. If 
interested in participating contact Connie Dreger at cdreger@
madisoncollege.edu or 608.221.1754.

ALL THINGS BETHEL, ALL THE TIME: bethelmadison.org

Blanket Workshop (June 27) - Anyone is welcome to drop in 
between the hours of 9am-2pm to help tie pre-assembled 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. No sewing skills are required! 
If you can tie a knot you are qualified! We meet in Borgwardt 
Hall. 

Auctioneer Needed (June 28): We need an auctioneer that 
would donate his/her time or low cost to preside over the 
Rwanda Water Filtration Mission auction on Friday evening, 
June 28. If you can or know someone who is willing, please 
contact Aileen Kacvinsky at 734.657.4606 or aileen.kacvinsky@
icloud.com.

Rwanda Weekend at Bethel (June 28-30) - After a great trip 
this spring to the country of Rwanda, we are busy planning 
a RWANDA WEEKEND at the end of June 2019. This visit has 
energized us to share their message and help the citizens of 
Rwanda grow their country. 
• Fri, June 28 from 5:30-9pm in Emmaus Room - Wine and 

Cheese Gathering and Auction to Benefit Water Filtration 
in Rwanda

• Sat, June 29 from 9am - Noon in Borgwardt Hall - 
Community Organizing Forum Based Upon Faith In Action 
model; Co-sponsored by Caring for Social Justice

• Sun, June 30 from 10am - Noon in Borgwardt Hall - 
Review our 2019 Rwanda Education Mission Trip and 
discuss partnership opportunities

Community Meal Program (July 8) - Bethel volunteers serve 
the Community Meal at Luke House, 310 Ingersoll Street, 
once a month. The next serving date is July 8. Please bring 
your food contributions to Bethel’s main kitchen on the 
Sunday immediately preceding that date OR no later than 
10am on the day of serving. Contact: Janet at 608.274.6745 or 
janetjohnson44@mac.com.

Feed and Read (July 15) - Feed & Read meets at noon on 
July 15 to discuss The Family Next Door by Sally Hepworth. 
This novel is a modern mystery with family drama and 
neighborhood stories. Issues include marriage, family secrets, 
parenting, mental illness, and forgiveness. We will eat lunch 
while we talk, so bring a dish to share or a sack lunch.

Steensland House for Rent Starting Aug 16 - The historic 
Steensland House Apartments has an apartment for rent 
for 2019-2020 (Available Aug 16, 2019). It is located at 15 
W. Gorham St, Madison WI. This 4 bed/1 bath, 1,274 sq/ft 
apartment includes classic design elements, beautiful crown 
molding, built in storage, and new appliances. A comfortable 
living room is perfect for relaxing or entertaining friends. 
Central AC, heat, internet, water, trash, electricity, and in-unit 
washer/dryer are included. Rent is $2,920/month (security 
deposit is $2,920). Community service hours are also needed 
(16 hrs/month). It is close to downtown with everything it 



The cumulative amount of gifts given 
through 2018 in support of the ministry and 
mission of Bethel Lutheran Church totals 
nearly $12,000,000. Generous donors and 
wise investing strategies have helped make 
this dramatic growth possible. 

FUND $FACT

VIEW MORE OPPORTUNITIES: www.bethel-madison.org/events

offers. We have a parking lot that you may be able to park in 
for $240/month (optional). Bike and basement storage is also 
available.

Special Horizons 50th Anniversary Website - Bethel 
Horizons' Board of Directors is making plans to mark the 50th 
Anniversary of Horizons' founding.  
• Aug 30-Sept 2 Weekend - Plans are underway for a special 

staff reunion.
• Oct 19 - Gala to be held in Madison.
Learn more about Horizons 50-year journey and the events 
planned for 2019, check out www.bethelhorizons.org/50th-
anniversary

SAVE THE DATE: Circle of Love Golf Outing is Sept 16, 2019! 

Bethel Series Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2020 - Join 
Reverend Jeff Quinto, Bethel Series Executive Director, and his 
wife Toni on 11 life-changing days in the Holy Land, Jan 14-24, 
2020.

• You will visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jericho, Nazareth, Sea 
of Galilee and much more

• You will walk where Jesus walked.  
• You will swim in the Dead Sea. 
• You will dance on a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee.
• You will pray at the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus 

prayed for God to “let this cup pass from me, …”

25 faith-filled believers like you will see the Scriptures come 
alive! This will be the trip of a lifetime! The cost of the trip, 
including airfare from Chicago, is $3,690 based on double 
occupancy. Breakfast and dinner each day are included. As this 
is a limited opportunity at an excellent price, we expect to fill 
the 25 spots quickly. If you are interested in joining us, please 
download our brochure here: www.bethel-madison.org/
holyland. For more info call 608.579.5700 or visit the Bethel 
Series office in Room 106 at Bethel.

Puerto Rico Mission Trip 2020 - If you are interested in joining 
us on our Puerto Rico Mission/Friendship trip in 2020, you can 
pick-up an application by the reception desk or on our website 
at www.bethel-madison.org/pr2020. There is lots of info about 
our PR ministry located on this web page along with ways to 
support the mission. Contact: Sandy Ripp at sripp@chorus.net 
or 608.798.2413

Part-time Help Needed at Horizons - As the grass begins to 
green at Bethel Horizons, more and more groups are coming 
to enjoy the beauty that camp offers. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping with cooking or housekeeping 
at Horizons, please contact Eric Knueve at 608.257.3577 or 
ericknueve@bethelhorizons.org.

Special thanks from Community Team to Sharon for sharing her  
hostess and baking talents with us in preparing for the reception for 
Pastor Mike and Karin.

Bethel is pleased to welcome Pastor Mike and Karin and their 
daughter Rachel to Bethel.  A special reception was held on June 8 
and 9 to celebrate their arrival.  We're looking forward to growing our 
commitment to the community and deepening our mission as a church 
- Jesus Loves Me, Walk With Him.



SUNDAY, JUNE 23
7:45a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
8:00a Coffee Fellowship (Emmaus & Fireside)
 Children's Summer Sundays (Community)
8:30a Childcare provided 8:30am-12pm (Nursery)
 Library Open (Library)
 Rwanda Silent Auction (Emmaus)
9:00a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:15a  Caring for Social Justice Book Discussion (Library)
10:45a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
MONDAY, JUNE 24
12:00p Food Pantry Open 12-3pm (M-F) (Lower Level)
1:00p BEF Orientation Session (Rm 120)
4:00p Serving Ministry Team (Rm 120)
6:30p Community Ministry Team (Rm 120)
TUESDAY, JUNE 25
8:30a  Homeless Support Services (T&TH) (Pentecost)
9:00a  Library Open (Library)
10:30a Victory Choir (Middleton Village)
5:15p Rebuilding at Bethel (Library, Rm 100 & 120)
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
10:00a Chapel (GS Chapel)
THURSDAY, JUNE 27
7:00a Current Christian Concerns (Community)
8:00a Second Harvest Delivery
9:00a Blanket Workshop (Borgwardt Hall)
FRIDAY, JUNE 28
9:00a XYZ Activities
5:00p Rwanda Wine & Cheese Gathering & Auction   
 (Emmaus)
SATURDAY, JUNE 29
9:00a Rwanda - Community Organizing Forum (Borgwardt  
 Hall)
9:30a Food Pantry Open 9:30-11:30am (Lower Level)
5:00p Saturday Evening Worship Service (Sanctuary)
 Bhutanese Worship in Nepali (GS Chapel)

PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor Mike Brown - Lead Pastor
pastormike@bethel-madison.org

Pastor Roger Black - Visitation Pastor, Interim 
roger@bethel-madison.org

Pastor Margo R. Martens - Worship/Visitation Pastor 
margo@bethel-madison.org

Pastor John O. Swanson - Director of Congregational Life
jswanson@bethel-madison.org

Pastor Jerry Tews - Interim Support Pastor 
jerrytews@bethel-madison.org
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2 PENTECOST
Pastor Mike Brown - June 22 at 5pm - Sanctuary
Pastor Mike Brown - June 23 at 7:45 & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Mike Brown - June 23 at 11:15am - Sanctuary

3 PENTECOST
Pastor Mike Brown - June 29 at 5pm - Sanctuary
Pastor Mike Brown - June 30 at 7:45am & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Mike Brown - June 30 at 11:15am - Sanctuary


