
bethelmadison.org/betheliteA publication of Bethel Lutheran Church distributed twice monthly. 

Bethelite
December 5, 2018 : Vol. 67, No. 23 Jesus Loves You. 

Walk with Him.

Happiness is what society tells us we are 
supposed to strive for. How often does 
someone say to you, “How are you?” 
How often do we reply with, “Happy”? 
I recently read the book Hardwiring 
Happiness: The Practical Science of 
Reshaping Your Brain—and Your Life 
by Rick Hanson. The book discusses 
how to transform the simple positive 
experiences of daily life into neural 
structures that promote lasting health, 
contentment, love and inner peace. The 
book suggests that if we intentionally 
focus on daily positive encounters and 
dwell in them for longer than the few 
seconds or minutes they last, this will 
influence us to feel more positive, more 
happy, in life. 

Gratitude is another way that we can 
change the perception of our lives in 
a more positive direction. Gratitude is 
the feeling of appreciation or thanks. 
My Advent practice this year is going 
to include keeping a Gratitude Journal. 
Studies have suggested that the practice 
of writing in a gratitude journal can 
have a great impact on our happiness. 
Some suggest writing daily, but I wanted 
a more realistic goal for myself, so my 
plan is to write in my journal four times 
a week. It is better to have success at 
a reasonable goal than failure at an 
unrealistic goal. I invite you to help 
keep me accountable by asking me 
throughout Advent, “How is your 
Gratitude Journal going?” If you are 
interested in starting a journal and it 
seems daunting, you can look on the 
Internet for a gratitude calendar of 
specific prompts for each day.

CHRISTMAS AT 
BETHEL

December 17 

Blue Christmas
6pm; Sanctuary

December 22 

4th Sat in Advent 
5pm; Sanctuary

December 23 

4th Sun in Advent 
NO 7:45AM WORSHIP

9am & 11:15am

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 

Worship
3pm & 5pm Family Service

7pm & 9pm Traditional 
Worship & Carols

Telecast at 10pm WKOW-27

Christmas Day 
Worship 10am

December 29-30 
Regular Worship Schedule

I have a friend on Facebook who is doing 
a 30-day gratitude challenge during 
November. She has been doing this 
for eight years. One of the unexpected 
benefits of this is being able to reflect 
on posts of previous years to see how 
her gratitude has change over the 
years as her life and family milestones 
have changed. Doing it in a public way 
increases the incentive to complete the 
challenge and sharing her thoughts gives 
others the opportunity to be on this 
journey with her. 

We recently celebrated the Thanksgiving 
Holiday when many of us gave thanks 
and expressed gratitude for things in 
our lives. I invite you to continue this 
through Advent by focusing your heart 
on gratitude.  

–Deacon Lisa R. Huber

A Thanksgiving Prayer 
Samuel F. Pugh

O God, when I have food, 
   help me to remember the hungry; 
When I have work, 
   help me to remember the jobless; 
When I have a home, 
   help me to remember those who have   
   no home at all; 
When I am without pain, 
   help me to remember those who suffer, 
And by remembering, 
   help me to destroy my complacency; 
   bestir my compassion, 
   and be concerned enough to help; 
By word and deed, 
   those who cry out for what we take for  
   granted. Amen.



I Finally Get It!
“I finally get it!!” Those are the words that my son Todd 
said a few weeks ago. I had been chosen to go on the 
honor flight for veterans and Todd was my escort. We 
were flown to Washington D.C. for the day, honored for 
our duty, and back to Madison that night. I hadn’t really 
talked much to my children about the Vietnam War 
– so when Todd said “I finally get it,” he was referring 
to understanding the war by traveling with a plane 
load of vets and seeing the monuments through their 
eyes. Before I go any further, are there any veterans 
here today, on Veterans Day? Please stand. You are the 
stewards of our country. Thank you for your service.

When Pastor Margo asked me to speak about Bethel 
and stewardship, I had to stop and think. I had to have 
a moment to reflect. Yes, Sharon and I have been 
members for over 40 years. As our children grew up in 
Bethel, they were confirmed, married, and yes, a child’s 
funeral. Jesus pointed us to the many opportunities 
Bethel has – ushers, choirs, Circles, and many more. But 
we always have a Jesus moment and thank him for all 
of you supporting us–with your stewardship of prayers 
and support in our family’s weakest times. I’m sure you 
might have had the same moments when you needed 
Jesus and your fellow members. Perhaps that’s when “I 
finally got it,” just what Todd said.

This is a stewardship given to our family by members 
like you. I thank you, so my children, and now my 
grandchildren, can enjoy Bethel Horizons, Sunday 
School, confirmation and with a little push, church.

As I walked in D.C. I couldn’t help but reflect how 
blessed I have been to live a life with my family and 
friends, but most of all a church we can all support and 
worship together. For an offering to be an offering it 
deserves to represent our best foot forward. We are 
returning to the Lord what we believe we first received 
as a remarkable blessing. The blessing is why choirs 
diligently rehearse their offertory anthem. It’s even why 
a mother will whisper to her 12 year old just before he 
or she steps into an acolyte robe, “you need to tie your 
sneakers.”

In the end the offering moment comes down to you, 
the worshiper. Regardless of whether the “plates” are 
large or small, whether the music is stirring or not, and 
whether the second usher on the left is having a bad 
hair day, your offering is what glorifies God. You get 
to view your life as a blessing and a gift. Your offering 
becomes a witness to this extraordinary truth. Jesus, “I 
finally got it.” I hope you will. 

–Hank Starkey

Call Committee Update
In late September, the Call Committee reported that 
the pastor the Committee recommended for a Call to 
Bethel had withdrawn himself from consideration as a 
candidate for lead pastor. Such sad news…

Since then, we have gone back to the drawing board, 
widening our net and searching for a leader who looks 
for opportunities like Bethel, and can strengthen our 
sense of direction. Of course he/she must also possess 
warmth and preach inspiring sermons.

The Committee has pulled together as a group even 
more closely now. We are driven by our love and 
commitment to Bethel and we are willing to do the 
work it takes with 3-4 meetings/month. We continue 
to enlist the help of the Holy Spirit, who strengthens 
us and guides us…and gives us great ideas. With God, 
things happen!

You may recall that candidates must submit paperwork, 
a Rostered Ministry Profile, which goes to their synod, 
then to our synod, where it can be reviewed by the 
Committee. Candidates who seem to be the best match 
for Bethel are interviewed, are visited in their home 
church, and then invited to come to Bethel with their 
spouse. It is after that visit that the Committee issues a 
recommendation to the Council to issue a call. This is a 
very deliberate process.

Pray for us and our work as we pray for our church, its 
staff, and our congregation. Thank you for your patience 
and support. 

–Donna Ulteig
Call Committee Facilitator

XYZ Christmas Trip to 
the Dells

XYZ traveled to 
Wisconsin Dells to 
the Palace Theater to 
watch the Holly Jolly 
Christmas show. They 
not only enjoyed the 
show but also a lovely 
meal of pork chops 
with cranberry sauce, 

baked potato, asparagus, Italian wedding soup, & Peppermint 
Cheesecake for dessert. Everyone had a great time.



Please write separate checks for Poinsettias & Food Pantry. The 
Deadline is Monday, Dec 10, to return this form and money to Bethel for 
donations to be included in the Christmas Publications.

food pantry donation
CIRCLE ONE:    In Memory      In Honor

_________________________________________________
NAME

_________________________________________________
BY

_________________________________________________
AMOUNT  

Poinsettia Garden
CIRCLE ONE:    In Memory      In Honor

_________________________________________________
NAME

_________________________________________________
BY

____________________ X $20 = _______________________
# OF PLANTS                       TOTAL DUE
Flowers may be picked up after worship on Dec 25 or after. The deadline 
for all gifts to be recognized in the Christmas Publications is Dec 10.

Christmas 
flowers & food 2018

 

_________________________  _______________________
CASH/CHECK #                                          ENVELOPE #

_________________________________________________
PHONE

Return entire form to: Bethel Lutheran Church
Attn: Christmas Giving
312 Wisconsin Ave, Madison, WI 53703

SUPPORT 
Bethel Lutheran 

Church
When you shop at  

smile.amazon,  
Amazon donates 

 0.5 percent of the 
 purchase price.

GREETER & USHER 
APPRECIATION BRUNCH

Saturday, January 12
11am – 1pm

Brunch and a program will be provided in appreciation for serving in this ministry.
All ushers and greeters are invited to attend with spouses/significant others.

Anyone interested in serving in these ministries are also invited to attend.

You are invited to join us as we: 
• Appreciate and affirm the importance of those serving in the roles of usher 

and greeter at Bethel.

• Underscore the value of God’s call to serve in these roles in sharing the gifts 
of compassion, hospitality and service to God’s people.

• Offer the opportunity to share with one another the positive outcomes of 
this ministry and to ask for feedback/recommendations to strengthen the 
ministry. We will breakout in groups for brainstorming.

• A video featuring Bethel ushers and greeters will be shown to celebrate the 
work of this ministry. 

Join us for Food, Fun and Celebration
Please RSVP by Jan 9: https://tinyurl.com/yd757mkh

Email Deacon Lisa at lisabethel-madison.org 
OR call the church office 608.257.3577

Hosted by the Community Ministry Team

Jesus said, “The greatest among you will be your servant.  For whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  

(Matthew 23:11-12) 



Horizons Future is Bright! 
And soon to be powered by 
the sun. Bethel Horizons is 
in the process of adding a 
20-kilowatt solar array to the 
Prairie Retreat Center and the 
Art Ventures Retreat building 
to be completed before the 
end of the year. The project 
was initiated with the help of 

David Knuti, making connections with consultants and experts 
in the industry. This solar power addition strengthens Horizon’s 
mission of fostering a better understanding of God, self, others 
and nature and is a good example of how we can all do our 
part to Care for Gods Creation.

The installation of these solar arrays is made possible by a 
number of sources. We utilized a tax-based sponsor to cover 
the initial 
costs of 
the solar 
arrays and 
installation. 
This sponsor 
will then be 
paid back 
using the savings from our electricity bill. Additional funds 
were provided by the Coulliard Foundation’s Solar for Good 
Grant, the state-based Focus on Energy grant, and our own 
Bethel Endowment Foundation. It made both financial and 
environmental sense to move forward with this project.
 
Once installed these solar arrays will generate approximately 
20% of the electrical needs for the entire campus that makes 
up Bethel Horizons. It will also provide a great learning 
opportunity for the many thousands of visitors on the 
importance of renewable energy. 

–Phil Pielage
Horizons Board Treasurer

Jesus Loves You, Come and Fill the Manger! 
Be sure to pick-up your Advent Calendar and bring your filled 
manger to worship on Christmas Eve, Sun, Dec 24! 

This season, and in all seasons of the year, Jesus comes to us 
in expected and unexpected ways. We expect the candles, the 
music, the familiar passage in the gospel of Luke 2. But Jesus 
meets us in unexpected ways, too. When we help a neighbor 
who needs transportation. When we’re kind to someone who 
is difficult. When we pay attention to those who are left out. 
Where have you seen Jesus on your Advent journey? Come, 
Lord Jesus, we are ready to meet you. 

We can see Jesus in our daily lives when we practice noticing. 
Pay attention with us this Christmas and into the new year. We 
look forward to journeying in hope, peace, joy & love with you!  

We invite you to help our neighbors by bringing donations of 
new items for our Homeless Ministry with you to worship in 
your filled mangers on Dec 24:   

• warm socks
• thermal underwear
• warm gloves
• hand lotion
• lip balm
• bottled water
• candy
• protein bar
• hand written note with a Bible verse
• gift certificate
• bar soap
• sm. Shampoo/conditioner
• deodorant
• toothbrush/toothpaste
• nail clippers
• popcorn 

If you are unable to make one of our Christmas Eve services 
please deliver any items to the Pentecost Room on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays or to the front desk on other days. Thank you.

Give Something Unexpected This Christmas
Join us in giving something 
unexpected this Christmas! As 
members of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 
we believe that God is calling us 
into the world – together. And with 

generous, loving hands, we can make a difference. ELCA Good 
Gifts is your opportunity to provide critical support to the 
ministries and programs that mean the most to you and the 
people you love. For more info and to start choosing your gift 
visit www.elca.org/goodgifts. 



Icona, Madonna and Child
Painting Donated

The Bethel Fine Arts Committee 
was gifted an Icona, Madonna and 
Child, painted by Olena Voytovich 
this fall by Olena’s daughter, Marta 
Voytovich, and Laurie Gauper. It is 
currently hanging in the Fireside 
Gallery.  

About the artist Olena Wityk 
Wojtowicz (May 8, 1921 - March 
31, 2013) - The deep Christianity 
of Olena Wityk Wojtowicz touched 
all aspects of her life. She was 
the child of Maria and Mychailo 

Wityk, and her father was a priest in the Ukrainian Eastern 
Rite Catholic Church. As a child, in her beloved homeland of 
Ukraine, she remembered her father’s books on Saints and 
other Christian figures, especially the Blessed Virgin, and she 
wondered if she could be so holy. 

Olena endured imprisonment in a Nazi concentration camp 
at Ravensbruck, punished for daring to resist the fascist and 
communist occupation of Ukraine. Her survival and emigration 
to the United States was a sharp and painful contrast to life 
for Ukrainians behind the iron curtain. So much of her art was 
an expression of love for Christ and for those she loved from 
whom she was exiled. This painting is her artist’s rendition of 
the Icon, Our Lady of Vyshorod, Virgin of Kyiv, a 12th century 
Ukrainian Icon which symbolizes maternal love. Olena's wish 
for the original Icon was for it to be returned to Vyshhorod, 
Ukraine. 

–Marta Voytovich, her daughter  
in deep gratitude for her kindness

As You Come to Worship in Advent...
‘ADVENT’ is ‘New Year’s Day’ in our Christian Calendar Year:  
the first of the six seasons in our Church Year:  Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost.

 Frequent phrases in Advent readings are “BE ALERT!” and 
“WATCH”, for Christ’s coming.

So, as you come to worship the 4 week-ends of Advent: Be 
alert! Watch! for Advent words in prayers and hymns and 
other worship details that will keep us focused on themes 
of watching and waiting for Jesus to come among us. Some 
worship features you will notice:

• an Advent Wreath with four candles, which will be lit, 
one additional candle each week until all four candles are 
burning, and we light the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve. 

• responses to our prayers: “Come, O long-expected Jesus…
hear our prayer.”

• Gospel Acclamation is Hymn #528  “Come and Fill Our 
Hearts”, rather than Alleluia

• “He Came Down” (hymn #253) replaces The Great 
Thanksgiving for Holy Communion.

• The Lord’s Prayer  will be sung (not spoken) at all worship 
services

• The Benediction for all of Advent is a paraphrase of I 
Thess. 3:12-13. These verses are taken from the reading of 
The Lesson for the first week-end of Advent.

“I was glad when they said to me:   
Let us go into the House of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1

See you at worship these weeks of Advent! 

–Pastor Margo R. Martens

What is 'Blue Christmas'?
Most people, at some time in their life, have, at the very least, moments of ‘Blue Christmas’.

There is no single definition for a ‘Blue Christmas’.

Any life situation that causes pain, anxiety, sadness or uncertainty can also make it difficult for us to participate in the exuberant, 
joyful and festive Christmas celebrations, whether at worship or in family and social gatherings. For some, it may be the loss of 
a loved one, job uncertainty, family disagreements and/or alienations, recent health diagnoses/prognosis, or simply an overall 
feeling of sadness, depression or hopelessness.

Monday, Dec 17 at 6pm: Bethel offers a quiet, contemplative Christmas worship.
Beautiful music, carols for listening or sing-along.

Readings from Holy Scripture, including the Christmas Story
Time for prayer, silent or spoken

Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in, come today. 
Come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in to Stay.

You are encouraged to bring friends. Call Pastor Margo or Amy Hartsough for more information. 



The gift of a WELCOME BAG! Thanks to the Community Ministry 
Team, we now offer a 'WELCOME BAG' as a gift to those who are 
worshiping with us for the first time. These bags are available 
following each worship service. At our 5pm, Sat worship and at our 
11:15am, Sun worship, these Welcome Bags are available in the 
Pentecost Room. First time worshipers at 7:45am and 9am on Sun, 
are invited to pick up their Welcome Bag at the reception Desk.  
Thanks for worshiping with us and 'WELCOME'!

Prayer-Partners for you after the 9am Sunday worship on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday of each month. Members of our Stephen Ministry Team 
are available to pray with you or simply have a conversation. Look 
for the blue PRAYER PARTNER name tags in the Emmaus Room after 
worship.

Homeless Ministry Christmas Gift Bags - If you would be interested 
in giving to our homeless friends this Advent season, please consider 
one or any of the following items listed below to help complete a 
Christmas gift bag: warm socks, thermal underwear,  warm gloves, 
hand lotion, lip balm, bottled water, candy, protein bar, hand written 
note with a Bible verse, gift certificate, bar soap,  sm. Shampoo/
conditioner, deodorant, toothbrush/toothpaste, nail clippers 
and popcorn. Please deliver any items to the Pentecost Room on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays or to the front desk on other days. Thank 
you so very much for your kindness.

The Food Pantry is looking for plastic and cloth grocery bags. Please 
drop off on the table across from the Food Pantry on the lower level.

Bethel’s “The Holy Family” Advent Art Show is on display now-Jan 
11 in both of Bethel’s Art Galleries: Emmaus Room Hallway Gallery 
and Fireside Gallery. Numerous Advent-themed fine art originals and 
prints from the Bethel Fine Art Collection pictorially tell the story of 
The Holy Family.

Bethel’s Homeless Ministry wishes to thank all who graciously 
contributed to our bus ticket funding. We were overcome with 
your generosity. However, as the cold weather descends on us, the 
number of people seeking services increases and our cost rises 
commensurate to the demand. We hold annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners for our guests followed by a worship service in 
celebration of Christmas. All of what we can do is dependent on the 
generosity of our congregation and the Madison community. Please 
prayerfully consider a contribution to Bethel’s Homeless Ministry. 
Thank you.

Bethel Series Job Opening - The Bethel Series is looking for a part-
time administrative and customer service person to work three-
four mornings a week in the Bethel Series office located at Bethel 
Lutheran Church. Please contact Bethel Series Executive Director Jeff 
Quinto in person in Room 106 at Bethel Lutheran Church, by email to 
Jeff@BethelSeries.org or by phone to 608.579.5700.

Men’s Current Christian Concerns (Thurs at 7am; Community Rm) 
Dec 6 - The Religious Typology
Dec 13 - New Concepts’ Implications
Dec 20 - A Nation’s Morality
Dec 27 - What Makes Life Worth Living?

Advent at Horizons (Dec 7-8) - Join us for our second annual 
Advent at Horizons! We will be hosting day events and an overnight 
for individuals and families where we will have incredible things 
to do like cookie making, ornament making, Advent dinner, tree 
decorating, fireside games, and much more. Saturday morning we 
will have breakfast with the birds. Cost is $50/person (adults) or 
$40/person (children under 12). Scholarships are available. Email 
bethelhorizons@bethelhorizons.org for more info and to sign-up. 

Bethel Horizons Events: Breakfast with the Birds - Join naturalist Eric 
Volden for an entertaining morning of bird watching and bird lore at 
Bethel Horizons’ Nature Center. A hearty breakfast will be served as
Eric identifies birds coming to the feeders and relates bird feeding 
information and stories. Bring binoculars if you have them, and bird 
feeding stories to share. To register or for more information contact 
Eric Volden at 608.574.1992. Cost: $10/adult, $6/child. Time: 9-11am
Dates: Dec 8 & 29, Jan 12 & 26,Feb 9 & 23; March 9 & 23 and May 4

Make & Take Meal (Dec 9) - Parents, Grandparents, and Caregivers 
- Let’s simplify the week with a pasta shells make and take dinner. 
Gluten free options will be available. We will gather in Borgwardt 
Hall at 10:15am to assemble the dinners. If it is easy, please bring a 
casserole dish to assemble your family dinner. We will also have trays 
available. Consider making a second dinner for someone in your life 
who could use a little extra help. Thank you for signing-up in advance 
to help us prepare. Sponsored by the Nurturing Ministry Team. 
Suggested donation $8. Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday, 
Dec 9 at 10:15am in Borgwardt Hall! Sign-up: https://tinyurl.com/
yah4g6nf

Community Meal Program (Dec 10) - Bethel volunteers serve the 
Community Meal at Luke House, 312 Ingersoll Street, once a month. 
The next serving date is Dec 10. Please bring your food contributions 
to Bethel’s main kitchen on the Sunday immediately preceding that 
date OR no later than 10am on the day of serving. Contact: Janet 
Johnson at 608.274.6745 or janetjohnson44@mac.com.

ALL THINGS BETHEL, ALL THE TIME: bethelmadison.org

“Drop in the Barrel”  
for the Bethel Food Pantry

December: Dish Soap

• ADVENT 2, Sat and Sun, Dec 8 & 9:  
regular worship schedule

• ADVENT 3, Sat, Dec 15 at 5pm 

• Sat, Dec 15 from 9am-Noon: Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal & Craft Brunch  

• Sun, Dec 16 at 7:45am and 9am – regular schedule

• Sun, Dec 16 at 11am (NOT 11:15am) SS 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT in Sanctuary

Advent 2 & 3 at Bethel



EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

***Bible Study on Sundays at 10:15am in Room 120 
The Narrative Lectionary is a plan that takes you through the 
Bible, story by story. Developed by a Lutheran Pastor, this plan 
keeps you centered on God's story each week. We will read and 
study a story each week, following this plan. Bibles welcome 
but not necessary. Text will be provided each week. Led by Mimi 
Troutman

**Bethel’s Sunday School Program - Faith! Family! and Fun! are 
woven together to help children experience God's grace and love 
through music, stories, games, and crafts. Prayer, friendship, and 
building relationships with one another and God are emphasized 
throughout the morning.

Families attend the 9am worship service together in the 
sanctuary. During the service, children are encouraged to 
come forward for a message from a pastor or a church leader.  
Following the Children's Moment, the children leave with their 
Sunday School Leaders for a fun morning of JAM ("Jesus And 
Me!" featuring the day's theme, story, and song), small group 
classes per age/grade level, and either Choir or Kids Fellowship. 

Bethel's Sunday School programming is for children ages 2 (potty 
training is not necessary - we can help as needed!) - 5th grade.  
The morning concludes at 11am. Please contact cindy@bethel-
madison.org for more details. We look forward to meeting you 
and your children!   

*Bethel HS Youth Group - 1st & 3rd Sundays, 6:30-8pm. All 9-12th 
grade youth welcome.

****Middle School Youth - Confirmation CoreGroups meet 2nd 
Sun evenings, 6-7:30pm from Sept-May & confirmation classes 
take place (generally) Sun mornings, 10:15-11:15am in the Game 
Rm. 

*Share your gifts with our youth! Small group leaders are 
needed for confirmation (2nd Sun nights, 6:30-8pm), classes 
(Sun mornings, 10:15-11:15am), and for youth group (1st & 3rd 
Suns, 6:30-8pm). A young person who knows 10 adults in the 
congregation and is called by name during their school years 
is more likely to continue to be part of a church community in 
college & into adulthood. Join us in building relationships and 
connecting in faith! No expertise needed, just being human and 
willing to share in the journey of being a part of God’s story with 
young people. Contact Henry to see what might work for you (so 
much flexibility, so much fun to be had with our youth!)

*Henry Elling: henry@bethel-madison.org
**Cindy Terhune Melrose: cindy@bethel-madison.org
***Deacon Lisa Huber: lisa@bethel-madison.org
****Pastor John O. Swanson: swansonj@bethel-madison.org

VIEW MORE OPPORTUNITIES: www.bethel-madison.org/events

Friendship Club (Dec 14) - There will be no grinches at the Dec 14 
Friendship Club dinner. We will be enjoying a great roast beef dinner. 
Afterward, the entertainment will be provided by Harmonica Hour 
with DeWayne Keyes on harmonica, and Doug Barrette on guitar. 
Please call Judi Griffin at 608.222.9290 by Noon on Tuesday, Dec 11 
for reservations. Dinners are $12 for members, and $15 for visitors.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal & Craft Brunch (Dec 15) - We can’t 
have a Christmas Pageant without a rehearsal! All Sunday School 
students come to Bethel on Saturday morning at 10am for their 
rehearsal. We’ll start with our preschoolers, who will be finished 
at 10:15am so they can get a head start on the Christmas Craft 
Brunch in Borgwardt Hall. Filled with yummy breakfast foods to 
eat and Christmas crafts to make, this annual tradition will be open 
until Noon so the big kids don’t miss out on the fun. The cost is $3/
children, $5/adults, $10/family.

Christmas Pageant (Dec 16) - Experience the mystery, wonder and 
excitement of Christmas through the eyes of Bethel’s Sunday School 
children. They will present the Christmas Story with songs and hymns 
at a special worship service in Bethel’s sanctuary on Sun, Dec 16 at 
11am. Light refreshments will be served between 10-10:45am.

Feed & Read (Dec 17) - Join us at Noon on Monday, Dec 17 to share 
lunch and discuss The Christmas Angel Project by Melody Carlson. 
This is a light-hearted Christmas story about a group of women who 
each use their unique abilities to help others. Bring your sack lunch 
or a dish to share. Our Jan book is Jesus without Borders by Chad 
Gibbs. Anyone who enjoys reading is always welcome.

Blue Christmas (Dec 17) - Join us Dec 17 at 6pm in Good Shepherd 
Chapel for our Blue Christmas Service. A Blue Christmas service 
provides a time and place of solace during the often frenetic days 
surrounding the celebration of Christmas. We will come together 
seeking healing and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or 
confusion when these emotions often feel out of place during the 
holidays. This service will be led by Pastor Margo.

Christian Men’s Fellowship (Dec 18) - Bethel Victory Choir; The 
Men’s Fellowship tradition continues with the Bethel Victory Choir, 
Lori Paulson and Gary Lewis presenting the beautiful songs of 
Christmas.  Join the choir in singing old favorite carols.  Lori will 
heighten our Christmas spirits with her beautiful solos of holiday 
music.  Besides organizing the program, Gary will thrill us with his 
piano mastery.

Victory Choir (Dec 18; 10:30am; Borgwardt Hall, Bethel) - The 
mission of the Victory Choir is to sing to shut-ins primarily at Nursing 
Homes once a month and to take a word of encouragement. If 
interested in participating contact Connie Dreger at cdreger@
madisoncollege.edu or 608.221.1754.

Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser - Come in to Texas Roadhouse in 
Madison every Sunday, with your church bulletin and we will donate 
10% of your food purchases back to Bethel each month!

Text to Give - Text “BLC” to 73256 to give.



Preschool: First Look
Dec Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

Memory Verse: God loved the world so much  
that he gave his only Son. (John 3:16)

Dec 9 Bible Story: Jesus Born in a Stable. Luke 2:1-7

Dec 16 Bible Story: Shepherds. Luke 2:6-18

K-Grade 5: 252 Kids
Dec Life App: COMPASSION—Caring enough to do  

something about someone else’s need.
Memory Verse: God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son. Anyone 

who believes in him will not die bu will have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Dec 9 Bible Story: Gabriel Appears to Mary (Luke 1:26-56)
Bottom Line: God can use anyone to meet others’ needs.

Dec 16 Bible Story: Jesus is Born.  (Luke 2:1-7) 
Bottom Line: God gave us the greatest gift.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
7:45a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
8:00a Bethel Choir Rehearsal (Choir)
8:30a Childcare provided 8:30am-12:30pm in the Nursery 
 Coffee Fellowship (Emmaus & Fireside)
 Library Open (Library)
 XYZ Table Sales (Emmaus)
9:00a Worship Service  (Sanctuary)
9:30a Children's Ministry: Sunday School, Choir and  
 Kids Fellowship
10:15a Adult Bible Study (Rm 120)
 Make & Take Meal (Borgwardt Hall)
 Social Justice Book Club (GS Chapel)
11:00a Minecraft for Kids (Rm 216)
11:15a Worship Service (Pentecost)
6:00p Middle School Confirmation Core Groups (Emmaus)
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
9:30a Community Meals (Kitchen)
12:00p Food Pantry Open 12-3pm (M-F) (Lower Level)
 BLCEF Investment Committee Meeting (Rm 200)
1:30p Seekers Circle (Rm 120)
5:30p Church Ladies Dinner (Borgwardt Hall)
6:00p Call Committee Meeting (Rm 120)
6:15p Worship Team (Library)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
8:30a Homeless Support Services (T&TH) (Pentecost)
9:00a Library Open (Library)
1:00p Homeless Ministry Board Meeting (Fireside)
1:30p Human Resources Team (Rm 200) 
5:30p Women's Choir (Choir)
6:15p Rebuilding at Bethel (Rm 100, 120 & Library)
6:30p Creative Worship Singers (Choir)
7:00p Horizons Board Meeting (Community)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:00p Compassion Circle (Library)
6:15p Bell Choir (Rm 202)
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:00a Current Christian Concerns (Community)
8:00a Second Harvest Delivery
12:00p Blessings Circle (Rm 120)
7:00p Bethel Choir Rehearsal (Choir)
 Renew Circle (Rm 100)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14
7:00a Men's Friday Book Study (Rm 120)
6:15p Friendship Club (Borgwardt Hall)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
9:00a Pageant Rehearsal / Craft Brunch (Sanctuary)
9:30a Food Pantry Open 9:30-11:30am (Lower Level)
5:00p Saturday Evening Worship Service (Pentecost)
 Bhutanese Worship in Nepali (GS Chapel)
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2 ADVENT
Pastor Roger H. Black - Dec 8 at 5pm - Pentecost
Pastor Roger H. Black - Dec 9 at 7:45am & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor Roger H. Black - Dec 9 at 11:15am - Pentecost

3 ADVENT
Pastor John O. Swanson - Dec 15 at 5pm - Pentecost
Pastor John O. Swanson - Dec 16 at 7:45am & 9am - Sanctuary 
Pastor John O. Swanson - Dec 16 at 11:15am - Pentecost

Getting ready for 
Sunday School


