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Trust that God is in charge
In Romans 6:23, Paul writes, “For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” 

The World Economic Forum (WEF)
wrapped up recently in Davos,
Switzerland. The WEF’s mission
statement is “committed to improv-
ing the state of the world” – a tall
order in any circle. This gathering 
is less of the best and brightest as
much as it is the most powerful and
influential people in the world.

But this year as they gathered, there
was a feeling one reporter described
that, “the world was out of control.”
With the rise of extremist organiza-
tions, the realities of serious eco-
nomic threats to many around the
world and the rekindling of timeless
cultural and societal difference, the 
illusion of security and control, 
even of the most elite, seems to be
slipping away.

Those in leadership positions at
Bethel came together recently. 
We discussed our mission and how
we live that out as a downtown
church in this day and age. It is 
no secret we have experienced 
economic threats and felt the 
impact of cultural and societal 
difference in our community this 
past year as well. 

Personally, it makes me wonder 
who I think is in control.

In Davos, participants described 
the world as seemingly out of 
control. Breakout sessions on 
mindfulness and meditation were
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Did you know?
Pastor Joe Brosious . . .

� Is interested in big adventures: 

an African safari and a journey 

through Jerusalem and the Holy

Land. When his two boys are 

old enough, he and his wife 

would like to go on a pilgrimage 

to walk the Camino de Santiago

trail in Spain.

� Describes the perfect summer 

day as being at a wooded 

campsite on a lake with his 

family – hiking, biking or 

swimming.

� Would enjoy going back in 

time to when Jesus was active 

in his earthly ministry – to see 

with his own eyes the way 

Jesus lived and to hear with 

his own ears the teachings 

of Jesus. 

Continued inside
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Non-member tele-
cast viewers made
general gifts:

Ruth Adams
Richard & Janice 

Adney

Philemon Anderson
Ina Rae Archer
Carl & Lois Arneson

Carolyn Baeren-
wald

Jean Barg
Susan Barr
Robert & Dorothy 

Beckstrand
Jo Ann Benisch
Paul Bishop
Tom & Karen 

Boggess
Virginia Bonner

Walter Bublitz
Phyllis Chatterton
David & Carole 

Cochrane
Bonnadean & 

Clifford Crandall
John & Eleanor Davey
Virginia DeGolier
Deborah DiPiazza
Roland & Audrey 

Dollhopf
Luinda Duerst
V.M. Edgerton
Myron & Jean Elias
Janine Farnell
Theodore & Jane 

Feierabend
Gwen Feit
Jane Fogo
Lorraine Forsyth
Jerry & Marlene Gest
Gordon Golz
Evelyn Gorsuch
Evangeline Goth
Kathryn Gove
Marlin & Jo Ann

Groskreutz
Ralph & Dorothea 

Gustafson
Anna Halverson
Ruth Halverson
Floyd & Edna 

Hanamann
Dorothea Haug
Edna Healy
Arlyn & Grace Helms
George Hess
Betty Lou Hewitt
Arlene Hoeck
Nancy Holland
Berniece Jensen
Alta Jewell
Gloria Jones
Violet Jones
Emily Jorenby
Marvin & Lucille 

Karnatz

Gifts and memorials help share God’s word
Gift / memorial summary

Feb. 16 – May 15, 2015

Total contributions: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,483

standing room only as world leaders
grappled with tough questions like:

• What is ethical leadership?

• What difference am I making 
the world?

These are questions many of us are
struggling with in a world where
busyness is the new business for 
so many.

All of these questions certainly hit
home for me. As a former fighter
pilot, one of the reasons I loved fly-
ing the A-10 Warthog was that there
were no two-seaters! I was the one 
in control! 

In business, the hardest thing for 
me was to delegate responsibility. 
As your pastor, the difficult question
is not, “Who’s in control?” but 
rather, “Am I willing to give up 
control?” 

Are we willing to depend on the fact
that the Holy Spirit has been guiding
this church from the beginning and
will continue to do so long past the
point in which we are dust?

As we gather for future conversa-
tions in church offices and cottage
meetings, as we continue learning
together, I hope and pray that you, 
as the body of Christ, will participate
and share your thoughts and feelings
on questions like:

• What does it mean to be a down-
town church?

• What do we want to be and who
do we want to serve?

• How do we live out our mission 
in this time and place?

• Who and what do you feel God 
is leading us to become?

In Jeremiah 29:11, God says, “I 
know the plans I have for you.” 
This congregation has responded to
the call of being a downtown church
for more than 150 years. My prayer 
is that we have the courage to listen
to each other about the past and
future, to give up the reigns when
necessary – both to the spirit and to
one another and trust that God is in
charge, has been in charge and will
lead. 

Pastor Joe

Trust that God is in charge, continued
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Fern King
Marjorie Knuteson
Betty Krause
Joan Kruse
Raymond Lang
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Leo & Helen Marotz
Marion Matteson
Bruce McCoy
Ronald McCray
Karla Menge
Doris Metcalf
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Michaux
Judy Millard
Renee Montes
Stephanie Mueller
Richard & Jan 

Neumann
Marilyn Nietz
Mabel & Dennis 

Olsen
Marian Olsen
Anita Olson
Beata Peterson
Irene Peterson
Terry Peterson
Ora Rand
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David & Karen 

Sautebin
Paul & Charlotte 

Schink
Becky Shambow
Dale & Rhoda 

Sharpee
Robert & Bernadine 

Shields
Lorayne Smythe
Joan Spaite

Jack & Carol Span-
heimer, Sr.

Shirley & William 
Steger

Gordon & Diane 
Stewart

Ramona Strohbusch
Le Roy Syndow
Judith Timmerman
Darlene Turk
Kenneth & Wilma 

Turk
Lawrence Volz
Mr. & Mrs. James 

Walloch
Shirley Werner
Dennis & Anita 

Wessel
Ethel Will
Edward & Sonja 

Wolff Farms
Kenneth & Karen 

Womack
Dale Wortley
Ruth Yarborough
John Yrios
Marcella Zabel
Lester Zank
Jack & Karen 

Zarling
Donald & Eunice 

Zimmerman
Anonymous 

Memorials were 
given by these 
non-members:

In memory of Cheryl
Allen by Lawrence 
& Shari Haugen, 
Conra & Susan

Marking, Jane Rose

In memory of Orla
Erickson by Raymond 
& LaDonna Merritt, 
Fred & Dee Ohlrogge,
Jane Ritzinger, Grace 
& Richard Swensen,
Harold & Emily Vetter,
Dolores & Robert
Vetter, Sandra 
& Dale Viney, 
Ruth Anne White

In memory of
Margaret Heitman
by Elaine Buchanan

In memory of Art
Peterson by Gene & 
Peg Enders, Truman &
Sylvia Graf, Clarence
Olson, Bill Peterson, 
Alice Punwar, Lucille
Torkelson, Gale Van-
deberg, Richard
Vilstrup, Leo Walsh,
Grace White, Gayle 
& Mary Worf, 
family and friends

In memory of George 
H. Reinke by Mary &
William Reinke

In memory of Lila
Salzwedel by Bernice
Lange

In memory of Bob
Syse by Bethel
Christian Men's
Fellowship 

Sponsored telecasts

� March 1: In celebration of XYZ's 40th 
anniversary

� March 15: In memory of Mary Jo Hoel
by her mother Lorraine Hoel & family

� March 29: In remembrance of Harland 
Smith by Darlene Smith

� April 5: In memory of Ralph A. & Mae 
Nelson by their loving family

� April 12: In memory of Roland Paul 
by his family and friends

� April 26: In memory of Mr. & 
Mrs. Luther L. Morton by their son, 
Dr. Luther J. Morton

Support Bethel’s Media Ministry!
Worship at Bethel reaches about 
30,000 people each week – people who 
may not otherwise hear God’s Word. 
Your gift helps. 

��� Level 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500
Picture and text shown at beginning and 
end of telecast.

�� Level 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
Picture and text shown at beginning of 
telecast.

� Level 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Text shown at beginning of telecast.

All gifts are welcome! 

Please return the donation 
envelope provided. 

Call Alice Mowbray to learn 
more about various giving options – 
appreciated stock, charitable gift annuities,
bequests: 608-257-3577, Ext. 222.

Live streaming of our Sunday service is available online!
bethel-madison.org
(Select Streaming from the Worship tab at the top of the page) 
or
youtube.com/user/BethelLutheranTV
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ill continue to 
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June 7
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 10
G

en. 3:8–15
2 C

or. 4:13–5:1
M

ark 3:20–35

June 14
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 11
E

zek. 17:22–24
2 C

or. 5:6–10 (11–13) 14–17
M

ark 4:26–34

June 21
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 12
Job 38:1–11

2 C
or. 6:1–13

M
ark 4:35–41 

June 28
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 13
L

am
. 3:22–33

2 C
or. 8:7–15

M
ark 5:21–43

July 5
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 14
E

zek. 2:1–5
2 C

or. 12:2–10
M

ark 6:1–13

July 12
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 15
A

m
os 7:7–15

E
ph. 1:3–14

M
ark 6:14–29

July 19
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 16
Jer. 23:1–6

E
ph. 2:11–22

M
ark 6:30–34, 53–56

July 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L
ectionary 17

2 K
ings 4:42–44

E
ph. 3:14–21

John 6:1–21 

A
ugust 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 18
E

xod. 16:2–4, 9–15
E

ph. 4:1–16
John 6:24–35

A
ugust 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 19
1 K

ings 19:4–8
E

ph. 4:25–5:2
John 6:35, 41–51

A
ugust 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 20
Prov. 9:1–6

E
ph. 5:15–20

John 6:51–58 

A
ugust 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 21
Josh. 24:1–2a, 14–18

E
ph. 6:10–20

John 6:56–69

A
ugust 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L

ectionary 22
D

eut. 4:1–2, 6–9
Jam

es 1:17–27
M

ark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23
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