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The Sermon Text — Acts 13:1-5
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets @achers:
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius obGg,
Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruled, aul. While
they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, theyHgpirit said,
‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the womkhih | have

called them.” Then after fasting and praying thegg their hands o

them and sent them off.
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they wemivd to Seleucia,;
and from there they sailed to Cyprus. When thelyedrat Salamis
they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogdd¢beJews.
And they had John also to assist them.

SERMON

Sometimes | think we just need to be reminded hxwitiag life
really is. It's the middle of winter, our jobs (lack thereof)
continue in the same fashion, our children remiadirtparadoxical
selves of being at the same time a joy and a ftistr, and for
students, | think the few weeks before spring bi@akalways the
hardest to get through. We are in the middle imigth— not exactly
stuck, but not exactly moving anywhere fast, eitheerhaps it is
also why we find ourselves amongst more illness tirmal —
both physically and emotionally — it can be verycht rejoice in
life when so much of it resembles our current weationditions —
dreary, rainy, foggy, and just an overall chillynganess.

However, all that means is that we now have thtepe
opportunity to sit in a coffee shop on these drekays and take the
time to refresh our memory of what really IS exwiti To ask the
guestions we see in our study of Acts this seasqumestions such
as: “What does it mean to be out-of-control of kifierand faith?”
“What does it mean to be ‘captive’ to the Holy &@itand “What
does it mean to be ‘sent’?” It is an evangelism mnission pastor’s
dream to not only think about these questionstdatso have the
opportunity to preach on them.

Life in this world. | think it is exciting. Fdnstance, did you
know that at least 60-70% of the people in thisldvare bilingual?
That means knowing the word for “parsnips” in amottanguage.
That amazes me. And did you know that about 2@p&®ple
have served in 139 countries through the PeacesGimpe it
began? That is a lot of service, learning, anati@iships that hav
been experienced. | am sure many of you watche@®thmpics —
if that is not enough to get you excited aboutgbssibilities of
human life, I'm not sure what is. On top of thag have the ability
to communicate instantaneously with people arotedatorld, we
have the ability to control the temperature in own homes, and
we have the ability to walk down the street to gamaniversity
and learn about everything from quantum physiasaoketing.

However, if none of that does it for you, how abihiese stories
in Sudan, churches are coming together to addnesssues facing
their country and coming up with ways to solidifpeace
agreement. They are looking for ways to work wfité upcoming
election. In Malaysia, a Lutheran church went adbthe
community giving gifts on the Chinese New Year anded up
having conversations with people who were genuimgBrested in
becoming a part of their worshiping community. almther
country, a female, Muslim, Arabic tutor told myenid about

Angeles, young adults who have been court-ordereibt
community service, are finding encouragement aadegthrough al
pastor who serves along with them at her churchd &l of these
are stories that | have heard just in the lastwweeks. If that is
what one person hears in two weeks, | cannot inesifie enormity
of what is actually happening.

Bringing it closer to home, “Team Bethel” is irirthplace for
the Million Pound Challenge this year in Madisondg das brought
in over 4,000 pounds of food to our food pantryxe Hope House
continues to be full and to help young, single reaglget on their
feet both economically and as parents. Our reialigp with
Ukraine continues and we will be hosting childreis summer for
dental work and English classes and general reBpitetough
situations at home. A group of us just came bazkfPuerto Rico
where we grew in our relationships with our frietldsre as well as
help them with some of their building needs — dreytare coming
to visit us this summer. We have opened up ourpcaer lab a
couple days a week to be of service to our hométesws and to
help them fill out job applications. The storiemtinue. Life is
exciting.

Nevertheless, sometimes the mundane is just a bit
overwhelming. On the other hand, there are sitnatin our own
individual lives that seem to overshadow the gdd is
happening. lliness and death have been espepiaislent lately.
The reality of “change” is always scary. Not knogithe status of
bour job security is sometimes a bit much. And edenmost loving
of relationships have their days, months, and ye@sr personal
and individual lives often get in the way of seethg big picture of
all that is happening in this world. We might “kwbthat we are
not really in control of our faith and life; we nhig“believe” that
we are captive and held by the Holy Spirit; andmight remember
hearing something once about being “sent” out ht® community
and world. But it is enough to think about justking it through
the week without being bothered about what alt afiéans and
how God is a part of it. The stories we hear alwht’s happening
in the world — or even here at Bethel and in Madlis@re great to
hear about, but it's hard to think that they adjuapply to us (to
you) personally. Well, they do apply to you. Yare part of the
sstory and you are not in control of your faith drav that guides
your life. You are held by the Holy Spirit. Yoteabeing sent out
into this world.

This same reality — of being both overwhelmed atntthe same
time called and sent — are where the believersdfdlnemselves to
be in our text today. The five verses that we @& in many
ways, rather mundane. We have five men who argihgrout
together and praying. They are told that two efthare to be set
-apart for some specific work. They pray some mane, then thesg
two head off. The end. Itis nothing spectacwdapecially when
you set it in the context of the rest of this boakere there are
miracles, prison breaks, visions, and all suchghinBut perhaps
instead of seeing it as mundane, we should seesittaief moment
of rest and rejuvenation in the middle of what vebladve been an
absolutely crazy reality. It is a season of dreeegther that,
instead of being depressing, is a chance to regaodpenergize for
the mission to come.
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dreams she has had that involve Jesus and the IGdspss




Because it really is quite the mission that thesa are on.
Already they have experienced dramatic conversiongluding
one of their own, Paul; they have lived in a foregity for a year
and taught believers there; they have deliveradfrieinds for a
famine in Jerusalem; and they have traveled backhst appears
be a sort of home base in Antioch. Then, the égpees to come
those they don’t know about yet — include beingctaioned gods in
one city, countering evil magicians, being stonetidscaping alive
simply relating their stories to people in otheumthes, and
attending a major conference debating how the d&d<Gentiles
could both be part of the same faith community.tt8®time spent
“simply” fasting and praying and gathering togethas probably 3
sort of welcome relief.

These men were part of a community who would atmos
certainly have felt out-of-control of what was hapmg. What
would you be thinking if, all of a sudden, 3,000mmpeople
showed up in this place next week? Then afterpgbaple started
selling their homes and giving that money to therch? What
would you be thinking if, all of a sudden | askexbple to come
forward to be healed of their ilinesses right nowfront of you?
Then, at the same time all of this is happeninig, shown clearly,
without a doubt, that God shows no partiality betwéhe
Christians and the Muslims, but works among boitiRat would
you do? What would you be thinking? And befora get to far in
those thoughts, remember that a sudden, massiue if people —
and not just in numbers, but in types and lifestdad worldviews
— creates a lot of problems. It is not an easythd coordinate life
between many thousands of people, all of whom cfaith in the
same God, but have different ideas as to whatntieans. This is
what those believers we are reading about wereriexming. It
would have been beyond belief, had they not beeimgehis with
their own eyes.

Now, the exact stories are not the same, but @mnwunity is
held by the same God. So what things are you gsing that mak
you feel out-of-control? What changes are hapggtio quickly
for you? What strongly held beliefs of yours aeinlg challenged?
It is part of life and faith that we should feéddithis. We are in a
relationship with a very active God. What makeshirsk that
everything would stay the same as it was 5 days@&agears ago, d
50 years ago?

But as much as this text shows these men comgwgtier to
pray about their world and what was happening @$o a
reminder to them — and us — about the reality afdbeld by the
Holy Spirit. There are a lot of ways to read thimk of Acts. One
is as a log of the journeys that Peter and Pall. téomother is
about how miracles are possible. And yet anothabbut the
reality of God being extremely active in this woddd in our lives.
Everything that happens in this book happens becali&od’s
direction and God'’s activity. Angels are sent atilG command.
Speeches are made out of the prompting of thetSfirie story
that is told over and over again is the story audelife and death
and resurrection. And even in this passage wetmsad/, the Holy
Spirit interjected into this time of worship andhger and spoke to
these men, telling them who to set apart for warld why. As
soon as that finishes, Saul and Barnabas are seftiythe Holy
Spirit.” Nothing happens outside of the realm @fdiof the Holy
Spirit. In everything, God is present and active.

And again, it works the same way with us todayis Just that we
do not often use the language of the Holy Spiriiun
conversations, so we tend to miss it. Every dagdr about peopld
praying and the strength and challenges they asviag from
those times. Every day | have conversations wéibppe who have

doors of this church looking for relief from thel@¢ofrom hunger,
and from emotional exhaustion. Every day | workhwieople who
continue in their work here because of a passignadfiaith given to
them by God. Whether we recognize it or not, ougs and our
bfaith are captive to the Holy Spirit.

So. Where is the Holy Spirit active in your lifé¥hat are the
guestions that are being prompted to you? Whikttiomships are
,being lived out as a result of the glue of the i&iWhat courage i
being given to you in your life? What things hgeel witnessed
that could only be the result of the presence alGénd where ar
you being sent?

| think that is the hardest part. We read thatl 8ad Barnabas
were sent out by the Holy Spirit and then they alhthese grand
adventures. Difficult, but grand. We see therhe®es of the faith
and ones who were truly called by God for this woAind called
they were. There is no denying that there are queoele — like
Saul and Barnabas — who are set apart for cegtp@stof ministry.
But. That calling of people is the norm and nat éxception. It is
normal for God to send people out to witness tontbdd. It is
normal for God to not allow people to sit stilltimeir lives, simply
being content with their life and faith as it i8nd yes, you are par
of this “normal.” You are part of God'’s efforts give this crazy,
out-of-control, grace-filled life to the world.

| suspect that for some of you, | am preachingpéochoir. This
being out in the world and experiencing the crazsrie right up
your alley. To those of you for whom that is trbear with me
through this next part. But for those of you wlavé either fallen
asleep on me or aren’t quite ready to believeybatare being
called and sent by God in major ways, listen upesk stories that
told you at the beginning of this sermon — abouwtrches coming
together in Sudan, about people in Malaysia beaitgyésted in
worshipping communities, about Muslims dreaming speaking
about Jesus, about relationships and faith growingugh
brelationships with people in Ukraine and PuertooRiall of those
stories come from ordinary people. All of them &from people
whom | have walked with in life: we have cried ovelationships,
been frustrated with the church, have felt as tha@gd had
abandoned us, and have been told together thateneadequate
rfor something. The stories that you read in tloiskoof Acts,
involve ordinary people of faith. Dorcas did sohieg as
“ordinary” as making clothes for people, and expeced being
raised from the dead. Saul was doing his job wiesus
encountered him on the way to Damascus. Peternviaberman
by trade. And yet, these are the people that westdr reading
about 2000 years later.

The catch? They did not just sit around waitiog®od to do
something magnificent in their lives. They werg Ixing. They
did not think that these stories were nice for pffeople and had
nothing to do with them. They prayed through thexseé-of-winter,
dreary times instead of reminiscing over the Idshe past.

We have the amazing privilege of being called sewt by God.
We have the incredible blessing of being intimata@pnected to
the very believers we are reading about in thiklafcActs this
season. And we have the overwhelming opportunityitoess the
powerful work of God in this world. You — everyngle one of
you — is being called in this very moment of yoeading — to speal
of the presence of God in this life. This is ysending into the
world to proclaim the life, death, and resurrectididesus as what
gives life to this world. Rise up, oh redeemedsis of God'’s.
Rise up. You are held in life by the Holy Spirltou have been
given the gift of life. And you have been givere tommissioning
of being a witness of God in this world. Life isrtainly exciting.
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guestions about faith and life. Every day | seeptewalk into the

Amen. © 2010




